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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


GCC Study Recommends Protectionist Measures 


93A4E0S56A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
30 Jul 93 p 1l 


{Article by Shafig al-Asadi from Abu Dhabi: “A Study is 
Discussed at Colloquium on Gulf Common Market in 
Abu Dhabi; Adoption ot Protective ‘ariff System by 
Member States of Gulf Cooperation Council Would 
Protect National Industries from Hazards of Dumping 
and Establish Basis for such Industries”’] 


[Text] Various economic and business circles in the Gulf 
region have stressed the need for a protective tariff 
system, which should be established by the member 
states of the Gulf Cooperation Council—GCC States. 
Through this system, all available measures, such as 
customs tariffs, the quota system, and the licensing 
system, would be used while taking into consideration 
the choice of appropriate and effective means to reach 
the goal. 


A Gulf study on the systems of protection and promo- 
tion of the products of the GCC states, stated that the 
industries of the GCC states were not sheltered from the 
hazards of dumping of goods and the resulting harmful 
effects on national industries, a situation that called for 
the protection of nascent industries of the GCC states 
within the framework of protectionist and promotive 
programs designed by the GCC governments in order to 
speed up ‘he establishment of an ‘ndustrial basis in their 
respective state. 


The study presented at t... colloquium entitled, “Toward 
a Gulf Common Market.” held recently in Abu Dhabi, 
asserted that the purpose of protectionism in the GCC 
states was not merely to safeguard their industries from 
competition, but was also intended to promote the 
development of those industries and encourage them to 
reach an excellent standard that would enable them to 
compete domestically and internationally. 


The study indicated also that a protectionist system 
should be formulated in a way to protect the consumers’ 
interests, especially in a system of free economy, the 
basis of which is the freedom of both the producer and 
consumer. 


The study discussed also the rationale behind the pro- 
tection of industries in the GCC states from unfair 
competition and the hazards of dumping of goods. It 
gave the reasons for helping those industries adapt to the 
international trade relations. It stated that the curreit 
protectionist tendencies in international trade relations 
and the erection of regional economic blocs among the 
developed countries, as well as the establishment of solid 
agreements among manufacturers, are all factors that 
weaken the ability of developing countries to compete 
with the industries of the developed nations and force 
the former to protect their own national industries. 
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The study listed the protectionist measures, including 
tariffs, which it said was the oldest and the most wide- 
spread, because of its simple application and its effec- 
tiveness in achieving its purpose. The GCC states resort 
to tariffs in varying degrees ranging from 4 to 20 percent. 


Further, the study mentioned that the common taniff 
system of the GCC has limited the average customs tariff 
to 25 percent imposed on the competing goods at the 
port of entry. As to the goods involved in the dumping 
process, they were to be considered separately, each on 
its own merits. Also excluded from the reaches of the 
common tariff system, were the industrial products in 
the free zones of the GCC states and the products that 
had no national label. 


The study added that the protectionist measures should 
also encompass the policies and the administrative reg- 
ulations intended to provide a tight protection to the 
domestic products, and impose restrictions on the 
volume of imports, and use the quota system for foreign 
imports. 


Advantages of Protectionism 


It is important at the outset to stress the fact that 
customs tariffs are used by all countries. both the devel- 
oped and the developing. In fact, the developing coun- 
tries rely heavily on customs tariffs to finance their 
public expenditures. Compared to direct taxes, which 
constitute a hindrance both to consumers and to the 
economy in general, customs tariffs. intended initially to 
protect domestic products, have become a source of 
additional income to finance the budget, and hence 
shore up economic development and broaden the pro- 
ductive national base. The demand for the protection of 
domestic products stems from various motives, among 
them the following: 


1. The protection of domestic economy against infiltra- 
tion, dumping, and unfair competition, constitutes 
the prime mover in the call for import tariff in the 
GCC states. 


2. The temporary protection of nascent industries 
against competition from industrialized countries. 
This protection gives nascent industries the opportu- 
nity to overcome the problems of its initial building 
years when the cost of production is so high that it 
weakens its capacity to compete both in price and 
quality. It is known that industrial performance 
improves with time and experience. In fact, the cost 
curves go further down when industries acquire 
enough experience and know-how. 


3. The compensation for the technological gap, which 
increases in favor of the industrialized nations who 
possess various assets that are lacking in developing 
countries, such as skilled management and labor, and 
research centers for science and investments. 
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Disadvantages of Protectionism 


A great number of economic decisions and policies have 
both advantages and disadvantages. So when economic 
policies are considered, the decision tilts always in favor 
of the policies whose advantages outweigh its disadvan- 
tages. We have already mentioned the rationale and 
motives that make protectionism profitable for the 
national economy and for the economic and political 
security of the state. We will discuss below the disadvan- 
tages of protectionism, which are blocking its adoption 
despite the pressure exerted by the local industrialists 
and producers in its favor through meetings, confer- 
ences, and petitions. The disadvantages include the 
following: 


1. A rise in prices on both the domestic and imported 
goods would force the consumers to buy less, and this 
in turn would hurt the general well-being. 


2. A restriction on imports and an imposition of cus- 
toms tariffs and various other tariffs would lead to an 
increase in the state’s current expenditures, not to 
mention various other difficulties, especiaily the 
shackling of free trade. 


3. A slackening of technology resulting from an indus- 
trial complacency that weakens the incentives, which 
otherwise would have encouraged the technological 
development conducive to an improvement in the 
quality of production and a reduction in its cost. 


4. A poor quality of production and a reduction in the 
available quantity of goods, especially in case of a 
total ban or a limit on imports. 


5. The perception ot protectionism as being hostile to 
social peace, because it helps one group, namely the 
industrialists, at the expense of the individual con- 
sumer. Also, it favors the industrialists over the local 
trade agents. 


6. An excessive protectionism, which would confine the 
domestic industry within its domestic market and 
create an artificial security that would make the 
industry renounce the harsh search for foreign markets. 


Specifications and Standardizations 


The protection of domestic products is a source of 
endless debates and an object of contention between its 
proponents and opponents. However, there is almost a 
consensus over the rejection of absolute protection of 
domestic industries, because its harms outweighs its 
benefits. When the First Congress of the Gulf Industri- 
alists, which met in Doha during December of 1985, 
issued its first recommendation on protectionism, as 
already mentioned, it linked the granting of protection to 
a number of conditions to be met by the industry 
applying for protection. Listed below are some of these 
conditions: 


1. The provision of a minimum of the value-added 
generated by the industry to be protected. 
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2. The provision of a minimum employment of 
domestic labor. 


3. The adoption of the official specifications and stan- 
dardizations of the GCC. 


4. The compliance with price control. 


When, during its ninth session in Bahrain in December 
of 1988, the Higher Council of the GCC adopted the 
Common Agreement on the Protection of Industrial 
Products of National Origin in the GCC states, it in fact 
did adopt the same standards approved unanimously by 
the Gulf industrial and manufacturing organizations at 
their first congress. Indeed, the third paragraph of the 
aforementioned agreeement provides the following cri- 
teria for the protection of national industries: 


a. The protectionist measures for domestic industries 
of national origin are temporary by their very 
nature. 


b. Protection would not be granted to an industrialist 
who does not meet certain requirements of the 
member states markets. Those requirements are 
defined by the protectionist committee for each 
producer according to the circumstances of his 
product and its distribution. 


c. Protection would not be granted to any industrial 
manufacturer of national origin who does not apply 
the common specifications and standardizations 
issued by the GCC Specifications and Standardiza- 
tions Organization or any other national or inter- 
national standards accepted by the protectionist 
committee. 


d. Any protectionist measure would take into consid- 
eration the consumers’ interest and minimize any 
of its negative effects on them. 


e. Protection would not be granted to any industrial 
manufacturer of national origin with a capital of 
less than 51 percent in the manufacturing establish- 
ment or with the value-added that emerges from his 
products in one or more states of the GCC of less 
than 40 percent from its final value. 


In addition, the aforementioned agreement includes 
other administrative provisions, the most important of 
which stipulates the following: 


1. The formation of a protectionist committee com- 
posed of experts representing each GCC state, and 
which would work in cooperation with the General 
Secretariat of the GCC. The committee would pre- 
pare the necessary lists and models and would study 
the requests for protection and issue the appropriate 
recommendations for them. Also, it would follow up 
on the implementation of the decisions on protec- 
tionism and study the advantages and disadvantages 
of protectionism during regular meetings. The recom- 
mendations of the committee should be adopted 
unanimously. Moreover, the committee would have 
the right to abolish the protectionist measures, should 
the protected industry fail its obligations. 
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2. The recommmendations of the committee would not 
become binding until the approval of the financial 
and economic cooperation committee. 


3. The industries which request protection should 
accept the principle of inspection by the protectionist 
committee over prices and quality, and submit any 
other necessary information. 


4. The willingness of GCC states to refuse granting 
permits to protected industries that do not meet the 
characteristics of domestic producers. This is a valu- 
able stipulation, because it foils attempts by foreign 
producers to circumvent the protectionist measures 
and encourage domestic production within the Gulf 
market. 


Characteristics of Current Protectionism 


All industrial laws of the GCC states, provide, in one 
way Or another, and to varying degrees, for the protec- 
tion of domestic production. 


Article 20 of the United Arab Emirates Law No. | of 
1979 AD, stipulates that, following the recommendation 
of the Industrial Committee for Investment, both the 
Cabinet and the interested authorities, each according to 
its field of interest, can grant import tariffs to projects 
that fall within the jurisdiction of that law, taking into 
consideration the nature of domestic production from 
the point of view of quantity, quality, and type. 


The prevailing form of protectionism within the GCC 
state is the import tariffs. To that effect, the responsible 
authorities in the GCC states issued a series of laws and 
decrees to protect a number of domestic products, so as 
to foster domestic industries and create a solid industrial 
sector that would enhance the national economy. 


The Common Economic Agreement of the GCC states 
has been already adopted. There is indeed a complete 
exemption of customs tariffs among the GCC states on 
the industrial and agricultural products, and on the 
animal and natural resources as long as a certificate of 
Origin is issued by the concerned authorities. The Gen- 
eral Secretariat of the GCC has designed a standard 
model for that certificate, which carries the logo of both 
the GCC and that of any given GCC states. 


This means that the import tariff established by the 
various industrial legislative measures of the GCC regu- 
lates trade between the GCC states and the outside 
world. Indeed, the Common Economic Agreement stip- 
ulates that products from any GCC states are considered 
national products by all GCC states. 


Hurdles Confronting Protectionism 


At the early stage of their development, industries usu- 
ally experience low productivity, but with time and 
further progress in development those same industries 
acquire a know-how and an ability to increase produc- 
tivity as well as competitiveness. For that reason, 
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domestic industries that are considered a basic protec- 
tion for national economy are the object of special 
protective measures to enable them to withstand fierce 
foreign competition and encourage them to produce a 
reserve of commodities that would otherwise constitute 
a great source of expenditures to import their counter- 
parts. If the nascent industry is not protected and 
allowed to acquire the experience and expertise neces- 
sary to confront foreign competition, this latter would 
constitute a real threat to the industries in the GCC 
states and to the implementation of the industrial devel- 
opment programs in general. 


As a result of the protective tariff policy, the responsible 
authorities of most GCC states issued a number of laws, 
decrees, and other regulations stipulating the adoption of 
an import tariff to protect a number of various domestic 
products. This policy stemmed from a need to establish 
a strong industrial sector so as to reinforce the structure 
of the national economy. 


It is relevant to mention that the GCC states had recently 
agreed to abolish, among them, all customs tariffs on 
industrial and agricultural products, as well as on animal 
and natural resources on condition they present the 
certificate of origin, a standardized format with the logo 
of the GCC and that of the issuing state. 


The only exception applies to products that are in direct 
competition with Omani products. This means that the 
legislative measures pertaining to the import tariffs to be 
examined herebelow, would apply to the outside world 
only, with the exception of the Sultanate of Oman, just in 
case the old law is applied. Domestic products of any of 
the six GCC states would be considered national prod- 
ucts and treated as domestic products in any of the other 
GCC states. 


An examination of the laws in effect in the GCC shows 
that the attitude regarding the protection of domestic 
industries waver between a total absence of import 
tariffs on products similar to the domestic ones, and 
between an imposition of an import tariff of 10 to 30 
percent of the value of the imported commodity. 


So a common import tariff as a means of protection is 
necessary if the GCC states want to establish a Gulf 
common market. 


As to the current protective tariff policies in effect in the 
GCC states, even if they were unified, it is unlikely they 
would be effective, because of the discrepancies among the 
GCC states’ policies regarding their domestic industries. 


A protective tariff policy is initially aimed at protecting 
domestic industries in order to enable them to assert 
their existence. So in principle, a protective tariff policy 
cannot be considered as absolute. It is important to 
define such a policy with very strict norms to guarantee 
an acceptable standard in the quality, quantity, and price 
of domestic products. Also, such protective policy 
should not be permanent, but only temporary and just 
sufficient to enable a given domestic industry to stand on 
its own without leaning on the crutches of protectionism. 
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If the domestic industry is unable to assert its strong 
showing during the protection «! period and start com- 
peting against similar industrial products, then a contin- 
uation of a protectionist policy would be in vain and 
would impose the burden of a weak industry on the 
national economy, unless other considerations, whether 
strategic or social, justify such policy. 


The Problems of the Certificate of Origin 


a. Citizens of the GCC states are granted various privi- 
leges in accordance with the Common Economic 
Agreement which provides parity in the treatment of 
all GCC citizens. Such privileges include an exemp- 
tion from customs tariffs on agricultural products, 
and on animal and natural resources, as well as on 
industrial products of national origin. In the indus- 
trial sector, it is stipulated that the value-added to the 
domestic product would not be less than 40 percent, 
so as to allow the exporter of those products to export 
directly to any GCC state without the need for a local 
trade agent. But the problem here remains in the 
practices of some of the GCC states, because of the 
free industrial zones within their borders and because 
of their noncompliance with the value-added ste 
stipulated by the Common Economic Agreement. 


In addition, a number of GCC states overlook the 
certificate of origin, thus giving some exporters the 
opportunity to re-export certain imported goods from 
foreign countries without using the certificate of 
origin or facing any difficulties. In this case, many 
products which do not fit the Gulf specifications and 
standardizations requirements are let in, leading to an 
increased competition between those products and 
the domestic industrial products, thus creating prob- 
lems to local trade agents and to consumers. 


b. The absence of common customs tariffs in the GCC 
States, together with the various benefits derived from 
the Gulf Common Economic Agreement, help the 
infiltration of foreign goods imported at dumping 
prices in the GCC states thus enabling them to 
compete with similar domestic products. 


c. The refusal of certain GCC states to honor the cretif- 
icate of origin issued by other GCC states. For 
instance, a number of Omani companies found it 
difficult to export their products to a GCC state, 
because this latter claimed that the names of the 
signatories were not recorded on their lists. Other 
companies faced different tariff barriers that deprived 
them from tariff exemption on grounds that their 
names were not on the list of converting industries in 
the GCC states. 


d. The restrictions imposed on the nationality of truck 
drivers. Some of the GCC states require that the truck 
drivers should be one of their nationals. This leads to 
a delay in the transportation of goods from the 
exporting countries, because most truck drivers are of 
Asiatic origin. 
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e. The rights of transportation and crossing among the 
GCC states is guaranteed by article 18 of the Common 
Economic Agreement, which stipulates that freighters 
are entitled to cross freely from one GCC state into 
another. But the actual implementation of that article 1s 
subject to many restrictions. For instance, the authon- 
ties in certain GCC states require that freights be 
unloaded in specific points at their borders and from 
there be transported and delivered within the state by 
other freighters registered within that state. This causes 
undue delay in delivering the goods to the importers 1n 
the importing GCC states, and in some cases leads to 
the damaging of those goods. 


The colloquium recommended in this respect the 
granting of multiple entries visas to alien truck drivers in 
the Gulf. 


Proposals and Recommendations 


—A precondition for the adoption of protectionism is 
that the quality of domestic products should be of an 
acceptable standard so as to protect the interest of 
consumers and encourage domestic industries to 
develop and improve their production. To that effect. 
domestic producers should strictly abide by the GCC 
specifications and standardizations whenever avail- 
able or by the local specifications. The enforcement of 
common specifications and standardizations would 
lead to similar and homogenous products in the var- 
ious GCC states. 


—Valid reasons should be presented as a preliminary 
condition for requesting protection. To that end, a 
study should be undertaken to compare the estimated 
cost of production when the licensing for the establish- 
ment of the firm was initially granted, with the actual 
cost of production when the request for protection was 
submitted. Should the comparison show that the 
actual price was higher than the estimated one, then 
the causes for such discrepancy in prices should be 
given before the granting of protection or the determi- 
nation of its levels. 


—The percentage of the customs tariffs on imported 
products relative to the domestic products under pro- 
tection should be determined on the basis of the 
sufficient quantity of the domestic product and its 
quality. So if both the quantity and quality are satis- 
factory, the tariff imposed would be high, but if the 
quantity is insufficient and the quality is poor, then 
the tariff should be progressively lowered to follow the 
dwindling of quality and quantity so as not to burden 
the consumers with the shackles of protectionism at a 
period when the industry is still struggling for its life 


—The linking of import tariffs with the rate of domestic 
industrialization, the criteria for this being the per- 
centage of the value-added to the total production. 


—The fixing of the prices of the domestic products that 
are to be protected should be done with the constant 
revision over certain periods of time—for example 
one year—so as to protect the interest of the con- 
sumers and to secure a reasonable mazgin of profit. 
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—The limiting of protectionism to certain periods so as 
not to let the protection of nascent industries become 
a protection of inefficiency. 


—The protectionist measures of the industry of national 
origin are temporary by their very nature. 


—Protection would not be granted to any industrial 
manufacturer of national origin who does not follow 
the specifications and standardizations issued by the 
GCC specifications and standardizations organization 
whenever available or other accepted local and/or 
international specifications accredited by the Gulf 
Protectionist Committee. 


—The interests of the consumers should be protected 
from any negative side effect of any protectionist 
measure. 


—Protection would not be granted to any industrial 
manufacturer of national origin with a capital of less 
than 51 percent in the manufacturing establishment or 
when the value-added that emerges from his products 
in one or more states of the GCC is less than 40 
percent from its final value. 


—The following policies are to be taken into consider- 
ation when any protectionist measure is to be adopted: 


a. Enhancing the competitive ability of the industrial 
products of national origin in the face of unfair 
competition from foreign industries. 


b. Channelling investments and other resources 
towards the industrial products that meet the pri- 
orities of domestic or complementary industries. 


c. Giving the opportunity to national nascent indus- 
tries to enable them to acquire experience and the 
necessary technological, administrative, and mar- 
keting skills, which would help those industries 
decrease the production and distribution cost. thus 
enhancing their capabilities to compete with long 
established foreign industries. 


d. Using aggressively the natural resources to meet the 
needs of the GCC. 


e. Encouraging and promoting a trade exchange of the 
national industrial products among the GCC states. 


f. Forbidding any protected domestic industry from 
raising the prices of its products above the accepted 
average rate. 


g. Requiring any firm that applies for the protection 
of its products to allow representatives appointed 
by the Protectionist Committee to check (on site, or 
in its headquarters, or any other spot) any necessary 
information they need to perform their duty. 


h. Ensuring that any protected industry keep up the 
quality of its products during the period of protec- 
tion according to the specifications and standard- 
izations accepted by the Protectionist Committee. 
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i. Ensuring that the protected firm would labor all 
during the protected period to raise the quality of its 
products and the lowering of its production cost, as 
well as honoring its sales contracts. 


ALGERIA 


Case Made Linking FIS to Drug Trafficking 


93WD0834Z Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN 
in French 11 Aug 93 p 2 


[Article by Mourad Metahri: “FIS Connection”; first 
paragraph is ALGER REPUBLICAIN introduction] 


[Text] The arms trade and drug trafficking are closely 
linked. The fundamentalists are past masters at both 
kinds of trafficking. What a fantastic source of financing 
drugs are! The FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] has realized 
it. About 10 members of that dissolved political party have 
been arrested for trafficking in Holland. 


The FIS is involved in the drug traffic, no doubt about it. 
What might have been passed off some time ago as 
malicious propaganda is now a well-established fact. 
About 10 members of the former FIS who live in France 
have been arrested for drug trafficking in the 
Netherlands.' Moreover, they were not “strays.” Those 
members were all active in the same region: Nord- 
Pas-de-Calais. The imam of a mosque in Lille was with 
them. It was probably an operation set up by the orga- 
nization. Among the trafficker/fundamentalists is a 
group that hunted down dealers in the Lille suburbs and 
an official from an association that combats drugs in 
Roubaix. Strange? 


In October 1990, Moussa Kraouche, leader of the FAF 
[Algerian Brotherhood in France] (the FIS’ front organi- 
zation in France), organized the first groups of dealer 
hunters? and cleaned out the Hauts-de-Seine (in the 
Paris region). The leaders found that to be an excellent 
training ground, their pretext being that they were 
cleaning up the suburbs. The experience must have been 
considered worthwhile, since it then spread to other 
neighborhoods and other parts of France. 


While many people in France welcomed that new war 
against drugs, others did not fail to smel! something 
fishy. A police official told the magazine VSD: “It makes 
us think that the real purpose of these operations might 
be to take over the drug traffic rather than eliminate it.’ 
Now, after the arrests in Holland, things seem clearer. 
The FIS was trying to take over the drug traffic in France 
for its own benefit. 


Golden Crescent 


The Algerian fundamentalists did not invent anything. 
All they did was follow the example of their intellectual 
leaders. In Afghanistan, Iran, and elsewhere, the funda- 
mentalists have never turned up their noses at drugs. 
What a fantastic source of financing! The Golden Cres- 
cent, controlled by the fundamentalist regimes in Iran, 
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Afghanistan, and Pakistan, is replacing the Golden Tri- 
angle (Burma, Laos, and Thailand) in the production of 
heroin. It supplies 70 percent of the European market 
and 20 percent of the U.S. market.‘ 


In Lebanon, Hizballah has carved out a place for itself in 
the drug market with the help of Kalashnikovs and Katy- 
ushas. Sizable portions of the producing areas are now 
under its control. The Islamic bank scandal in Egypt 
revealed ties between the Muslim Brotherhood and drugs. 


Throughout the Muslim world, there are innumerable 
fatwas authorizing the drug traffic. In our country, 
budding shaykhs have not hesitated to allow young 
recruits to use “zetla.” 


But it is really only kif that is involved? 


Heroin in Benzerga 


Last September [1992], police found cocaine in the 
fundamentalist hideout in Khazrouna.* When the ter- 
rorist group in Benzerga (Bordj-El-Kiffan) was disman- 
tled, security forces seized 600 g of heroin. 


Analysis of the drug confirmed that it had come from the 
Golden Crescent.® Several of the terrorists killed in that 
operation had lived for a time in Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan. Is there a network supplying Algeria from the 
Golden Crescent? There is no proof of it at the moment. 
The quantities of hard drugs seized in Algeria are rather 
small. The exception is the 18 kg of heroin seized during 
the dismantling of a ring from Syria. Although that case 
dates back a long away, little information about it has 
been made public. It is probable, however, that the drugs 
in question came from Lehanon. We should also note the 
destruction of a small oyium plantation in Staoueli and 
the seizure of 150 g of heroin from “‘bangou” traffickers 
in Tamanrasset. ° 


The List! 


That information undoubtedly does not constitute tan- 
gible proof of the existence of hard drug trafficking in 
our country, but it is sufficient to justify strong suspi- 
cion. For example, in the July 1993 issue of the 
DEPECHE INTERNATIONALE DES DROGUES, the 
Geopolitical Drug Observatory (OGD)’ did not hesitate 
to classify Algeria among the countries considered to be 
producers or countries of transit for the international 
drug traffic.° The OGD feels that two of the drug routes 
linking sub-Saharan Africa and Europe pass through our 
country. 


Uzis and Scorpios 


The suspicions hovering over our country coincide with 
the appearance of Uzi and Scorpio submachineguns in the 
arsenal of fundamentalist terrorists. Those weapons, pro- 
duced respectively by Israel and Yugoslavia, are highly 
prized in drug trafficking circles. Kintex—a Bulgarian 
company that has ties to the intelligence service and is 
active in Portugal—is involved in supplying the drug 
barons in Syria and Turkey with weapons.® Is that the 
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route by which Algerian terrorists obtain Uzis and Scor- 
pios? The question remains unanswered. But is it by 
chance that the FIS leaders have taken refuge in Germany, 
the traditional bastion of Turkish fundamentalists? 


Spider's Web 


Everywhere in the Muslim world, fundamentalist groups 
are taking advantage of the manna represented by drugs 
to finance their activities. The FIS could not fail to join 
the trend. Its involvement is now real, even though many 
secrets remain to be revealed. Just as the FIS’ other 
sources 0° financing also remain to be revealed. To what 
extent do the fundamentalists control smuggling? The 
dismantling of the ring involved in the fake Lacoste 
brand and headed Kamreddine Kharbane in France does 
not make it possible to assess the extent of that kind of 
trafficking. Is it not true that fundamentalists have been 
involved in smuggling precious stones? And what about 
racketeering? Although cases have never been brought to 
court, the Algerian press has often reported groups of 
fundamentalist racketeers operating in areas considered 
theirs. Members of the FIS reportedly engage in racke- 
teering abroad as well: in France, Spain, and Italy.* The 
intelligence world, drugs, trafficking of all kinds, gang- 
sterism, and terrorism—that is the spider’s web that 
needs to be discovered. 


Footnotes 
1. HORIZONS, 28 July 1993. 
2. EXPRESS, 29 April 1993. 
3. VSD, 4 June 1992. 


4. La drogue, nouveau desordre mondial (Drugs, the New 
World Disorder), Geopolitical Drug Observatory, 
Hachette-Pluriel. 


5. ALGER REPUBLICAIN, 3 September 1992. 
6. LE MATIN, 12 July 1993. 


7. The OGD, or Geopolitical Drug Observatory, is an 
international institution monitoring drug production 
and trafficking and the laundering of dirty drug money. 


Handling of Press Shutdown Criticized 


93AF0806B Algiers EL WATAN in French 
10 Aug 93 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Tahar Hani: “The Anger of Independent 
Editors: Threat of Action Against Abdesselam”—first 
paragraph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] The vise is tightening even more on the indepen- 
dent press. Constraints on publication are becoming 
greater and greater while the Minister of Culture and 
Communications says nothing. Government-owned 
papers, which are in debt, are artificially kept alive. 
Others in the private sector run the risk of never 
appearing again. Is this business logic? 














JPRS-NEA-93-098 
1 October 1993 





The case of the newspaper ALGER REPUBLICAIN, well- 
known for its bitter fight against terrorism, runs the risk of 
disappearing if no solution is found within a few days. 


Originally it was the same problem affecting newspapers 
currently suspended for the nonpayment of their 
printing costs. In his editorial, Mr. Abdelhamid Benzine, 
the newspaper’s director, put things very clearly. 
According to him, ALGER REPUBLICAIN “will not be 
able to pay for the simple reason that the ENAMEPs 
[National Press Distribution Company] owe him 
1,500,000,000 centimes and furthermore have no bank 
credit. To this add the fact of advertising income that is 
too low.” 


The editorial writer also did not neglect to draw the 
attention of the powers that be to the subject of the 
ALGER REPUBLICAIN money used by the ENAMEP 
to pay for some business deals. “And if the newspaper 
were to disappear,” he concluded, “on that day, will a 
patriotic Algeria know that it (the newspaper) did the 
impossible to serve the country?” 


Concerning the nonappearance of the dailies LIBERTE 
and LE MATIN, the situation has not budged one inch. 


The press conference called yesterday by collectives of 
the three papers and the weekly [magazine] RUPTURES 
quickly turned into a political debate, which sometimes 
deviated from the initia! aim of the said conference. 


In short, with regard to the problem of the nonappear- 
ance of the newspapers, the situation, it seems, is still at 
the same stage it was at the time of the meeting with the 
political parties. “There hasn’t been a noticeable change. 
Nothing has been done by the government to try and 
find a way out for the suspended newspapers. The 
holding of a three-party meeting (publishers, ENAMEP 
and SIA [Algerian Printing Company]), something that 
had been promised by Habib Chawki anyway, that too 
went nowhere,” said the director of LIBERTE, who has 
not stopped wondering “about the real leaders of this 
country, at a time when we are witnessing a form of 
antagonism between the Higher State Council [HCE] 
and the government.” 


The same speaker called what was happening between 
the collectives of the suspended newspapers and the 
Abdesselam government a “battle.” 


One collective made up of 10 lawyers was set up by the 
three newspapers. It will be charged initially with exe- 
cuting the decision already rendered by the El Harrach 
tribunal, viz. the seizure of ENAMEP vehicles and then 
studying the possibility of filing a suit against the head of 
government for violating democratic freedoms guaran- 
teed by the constitution. 


Still according to LIBERTE’s director, the political par- 
ties, which recently turned up for the meeting with the 
press, are unanimous in adopting specific measures such 
as Suspending their participation in the dialogue with the 
HCE and recourse to a general strike. 
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Comments made by the lawyer for the three suspended 
newspapers made it possible to cast further light on the 
issue. The decision handed down by the El Harrach 
tribunal is an order that has a conservative implication. 
“We acted in such a way that the ENAMEP’s vehicles 
were seized, because that is the only area that could deal 
a fatal blow to that business,” he stated. 


However, the bailiff, when he turned up at the ENAMEP 
[vehicle] park, was only able to seize 14 vehicles. The 
others were located elsewhere, in places where El Harr- 
ach’s bailiff did not have territorial authority and could 
thus not order their seizure. 


Women Arrested for Supporting ‘Terrorist’ Group 
934F0786F Algiers LIBERTE in French 7 Jul 93 p 3 


[Article by Mounir Zeroual: “Group of 10 Women 
Arrested in Oum El-Bouaghi”; first paragraph is LIB- 
ERTE introduction] 


[Text] Police have just arrested a terrorist support group 
in Oum El-Bouaghi. The novel feature in this case: the 
group consisted of 10 women. 


Terrorist lunacy is tearing down the fabric of Algerian 
society piece by piece. The theory saying that i. is solely 
the work of the fringe element has long since collapsed. 


Cadres recruited primarily among teachers, including uni- 
versity teachers, have joined in this work of destruction. 


And now mothers are being organized into “terrorist” 
groups. 


The news announced on the radio yesterday was extraor- 
dinary. 


According to the source in question, 10 women between the 
ages of 25 and 30 years, some of them mothers, had been 
arrested in Oum El-Bouaghi for “subversive activities.” 


The women are all supporters of the foriner FIS [Islamic 
Salvation Front], according to Network |, and they 
constituted a “support network” for the armed groups 
that are constantly plunging Algeria into mourning by 
sowing death wherever they go. At the time of their 
arrest, the 10 women were in possession of “‘suuversive 
documents and plans for attacks” on police officers. 
Were they unwitting participants in that plot? 


Unfortunately, no, because they are all educated and 
work in the civil service. 


One of them is chief clerk of the court in Ain Beida. 


As such, she is familiar with the law and is able to calculate 
the consequences of her acts. If the possibiliiv of their 
being unwitting accomplices is ruled out, we must consider 
the possibility that they voluntarily joined those groups. 
Are these women insensitive to the fate of their Algerian 
sisters who suddenly become widows, to the tears of 
mothers whose children are swept away by bullets, and to 
the fate of children who are suddenly made orphans? 
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Although their motives may make it seem that an affirma- 
tive answer is in order, a note of caution is called for: they 
may be women acting under pressure from husbands, 
fathers, or brothers who have sold their souls to the devil. 
One can imagine the fate of wives who refuse to submit to 
their husbands’ orders, even when they are called on to 
engage in gruesome acts. In the case of the women arrested 
in Oum El-Bouaghi, the courts will inform the public as to 
the reai responsibility each of them bears. It should be 
noted that the examining magistrate before whom they 
appeared decided to jail five of them and released the other 
five on bail. 


Although this case is in the news because it was women 
who are “proper in all respects” who formed a subver- 
sive group, this is not the first time that women have 
been involved in terrorist acts. In June 1992, a cleaning 
woman planted a homemade bomb at the headquarters 
of the Directorate of Security in the Governorate of 
Alger. She was killed when the device exploded. 


That fact was revealed to the special court in Algiers, 
which tried the case last 26 May. The man who delivered 
the explosive device to the woman was her department 
head and also her live-in lover. He was sentenced to 
capital punishment. 


One woman was killed during a police operation against 
an armed group that had holed up in a house under 
construction near Blida. She was a member of the group. 
Another woman took part in one of the very first 
terrorist operations—in the Tipasa area—early in 1992. 


These were probably prostitutes who, to regain some 
degree of virtue, had taken up radicalism. But without 
abandoning their “marriage of death.” 


Drought: Higher Prices for Cattle 
93AF0806C Algiers EL WATAN in French 10 Aug 93 p 11 


{Article by Hakkar Bachir: “Khenchela: Cattle on Dry 
Bread” —first paragraph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] The drought that has raged in the wilaya of 
Khenchela has thrown distributors into complete dis- 
array Owing to the shortage of feed for cattle. The status 
of their herds leaves [much] to be desired due to the 
shortage of feed in the souks, but also because of the 
increase in prices asked by certain shady dealers and 
businessmen. 


Distributors have made known some of their worries in 
the face of the danger threatening them in the face of the 
shortage of feed for cattle, which, as it is each time, is 
being exploited by those who wait for the opportunity to 
push up their prices. 


In certain areas of the wilaya of Khenchela, the usual 
price of a quintal of barley has doubled to 1,300 Algerian 
dinars per quintal; despite that, fellahs do not have the 
luxury of choosing whether to buy grains at high prices 
from suppliers who arrive with several truckloads full 
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from the wilayas of Djelfa and M’Sila, and certain 
wilayas in the northern part of the country, which have 
also been affected by this season’s drought. 


To avoid fallouts on foodstuffs, fellahs have refused to 
store all of their produce, which has been harvested in 
silos owned by the Grains and Dry Legumes Coopera- 
tives (CCLS). We have learned that measures will be 
taken against the fellahs. And that will result in serious 
repercussions on the upcoming harvest. 


The fellahs reply that these products are scarce and that 
to feed their cattle, who are threatened by the drought, 
there is nothing, and because of that there is no way they 
can deliver their produce to the grain cooperatives, then 
later buy them on the “black market,” especially since 
the wilaya of Khenchela has a livestock herd of 235,350 
heads of sheep on an area of 59,649 hectares. 


Throughout all areas in the wilaya of Khenchela, owing 
to the drought raging this season, might make it possible 
to develop some fields in packages, where many sup- 
pliers have moved from the north for these lands and 
fields. [sentence as published] 


Other suppliers have returned to threshing and the illegal 
sale of meat at prices that are within the reach of every 
pocketbook. You have to go to downtown Khenchela 
and in particular to the “Sufis’ Souk” to find a large 
quantity of meat in the hands of “quick sellers’’: business 
is transacted there in the absence of all veterinary 
oversight. As for the suppliers, they are not thinking 
about the drought but rather about the livestock diseases 
that could result from them. At the moment the basic 
problem is reserves of foodstuffs and current supplies, all 
the more so since speculators are only waiting for this 
shortage to come forward with inflated prices. 


Fifty-two percent of fields have been sown and the 
affected produce has encouraged farmers to only pasture 
[their animals]. We should point out that only 50,000 
quintals have been delivered to the CCLS, all that 
because of the drought throughout the entire wilaya, as 
opposed to the season just concluded. 


Merchants Sell ‘Rotten’ Food; Consumer Fraud 
93AF0794D Algiers EL WATAN in French 17 Aug 93 p 8 


(Commentary by A. Djabali: “The Great Consumer 
Rip-Off” } 

[Text] In Annaba, leading vendors of food and house- 
hold products seem to have decided to do everything 
they can to fleece the consumer. From milkman to 
confectioner, from fast-food operator to fishmonger, no 
one misses a chance to make it harder for vacationers to 
make ends meet. 


Profiting from the summer season and the tourist stam- 
pede to the town of Annaba, shameless retailers encour- 
aged by the total absence of constraints are overpricing 
their wares to an unprecedented degree. 
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While in some instances their excessive mark-ups might 
be justified by the law of supply and demand, it is 
incredible that they are allowed to endanger people’s 
health with impunity by forcing them to accept food that 
is spoiled or fails to meet regulatory standards. 


But it is happening all up and down the coast road, even 
on Revolution Way, close to the center of town, where 
diners and fast-food establishments offer patrons sand- 
wiches, snacks, and pizzas on which time, flies, and 
unciean hands have already left their mark. 


Giving consumers less than they pay for by cheating on 
both weight and quality has become so commonplace 
that some bakers are selling for 2 dinars [DA] baguettes 
of bread that are obscenely underweight. 


While most fast-food joints and diners give the impres- 
sion of having forgotten the very concepts of cleanliness 
and hygiene as applied to their premises and employees, 
even those restaurants not trying to “gouge”’ customers 
are serving food that lacks the consistency and quality 
that would justify their prices. 


Somewhere overseas, ui miniaturization contest was held; 
such a competition should be of interest to fast-food 
proprietors in downtown Annaba, who at the rate they 
are going now are sure to beat the world’s record for the 
smallest snack at the highest price. 


At pastry cafes, the latest fad is an artificial confection 
soaked in juice (weakly sugared water) served in a tea glass. 


As for the hotels, this is a good time not to visit them. 
With rare exceptions, the hotel situation is truly trau- 
matic for anyone bold enough to take the risk. Services 
are almost nonexistent, and the bedding looks as if it has 
been in use for decades. 


Even a large, famous hotel, whose name decency forbids 
us to mention, has fallen into the trap of grubby com- 
mercialism and runs the risk of losing soon what little 
credibility it still enjoys, and for good reason: Telephone 
switchboard almost never manned, managers never on 
the premises, the insistent presence of women of easy 
virtue, and if you should chance to land a reservation, 
you will be offered a room without water or telephone at 
a rate of DA900 per night. 


Funds for Housing Construction Blocked 


934F0794C Algiers EL WATAN in French 
21 Aug 93 pp 1-2 


[Article by M. Hadjersi: “Dispute With World Bank’’} 


[Text] The Housing Ministry’s plans for construction of 
50,000 housing units by the end of 1993 have been 
thrown into limbo. The financing that was supposed to 
cover importation of building materials seems to be 
blocked “somewhere.” 


The minister did not say just where the blockage lay. In a 
press conference last Monday, Housing Minister Farouk 
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Tebbal admitted being “stymied on the building materials 
front” and said he had been “sabotaged” because external 
credits totaling $313 million earmarked for importation of 
construction materials have been blocked. His statement 
set off a firestorm of reaction. The minister, who declined 
to comment further on the blockages, believes “heads will 
roll before the end of summer.” 


His reference to “sabotage” was obviously meant to 
insinuate that the problem is here in Algeria and the 
funds are blocked somewhere in the banking system, 
possibly at the level of the Central Bank or even at Zirout 
Palace, the Treasury Ministry. Distraction or witch 
hunt? The housing minister’s accusation, which did not 
pass unnoticed by other players in the sector, could plant 
the seeds for both. 


But the truth seems to be altogether different. The snag is 
with the World Bank, but Algeria is responsible, because 
the Algerian side reportedly is unable to honor the 
conditionalities spelled out in the agreement signed early 
this year. The World Bank loan was signed. as we know, 
in early February 1993. 


Loan proceeds under the agreement were to finance the 
hard-currency component of ongoing projects to build 
133,000 public housing units, including 105,000 urban, 
23,000 rural, and 3,000 worksite units. 


Also, conclusion of the agreement was supposed to ciear 
the way for new borrowing from the World Bank and the 
release of an EEC grant worth 70 million ECU [Euro- 
pean currency units] (close to $90 million). 


According to a source close to the World Bank contacted 
in Washington, the building materials import program 
actually broke down because of failure to respect the 
most important condition, namely to divide the imports 
between the priva’e and public sector. The source said 
the accord stipulz.es that one-third of the materials must 
be imported by Algeria’s private sector, with the other 
two-thirds imported by the public sector. 


When it came to implementation, that is not how it 
worked. Despite the terms of the agreement, private 
Algerian importers were excluded from the line of credit. 


This policy was confirmed by an instruction from the 
head of government to the “walis” advising them to give 
priority to state-owned enterprises in awarding con- 
tracts. The private sector has received no more than 5 
percent of the total credits allocated under import pro- 
grams managed by the ad hoc committee, it has been 
learned. 


Towards the end of July, the minister told officials in the 
ministry and the Directorate of Housing and Construc- 
tion (DUCH) that the $200 million World Bank credit 
agreement was starting to take effect. 


A month later, he has raised the specter of scandal. In 
truth, the scandal lies in the way that mobilization of 
credit lines has been managed. 
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Currently it is believed the date for complying with the 
conditionalities accompanying the $200 million agree- 
ment has been extended to 31 December 1993. After 
that, the credit will expire. 


This is not a new phenomenon. How many credits have 
gone unused for one reason or another? Algeria has 
dropped the ball on past occasions. 


In fact, it is ranked as one of the countries slowest to 
mobilize the credits it is allocated. 


Cumulative credits over the years now amount to more 
than $2.7 billion, according to some estimates. That 
means the trail of scandal goes very far back indeed. 


EGYPT 


Islamic Group Refutes Israeli-Palestinian Peace 


93LD0032B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
11 Sep 93 p 5 


{Unattributed article: “Egyptian Islamic Group 
Threatens to Fight Recognition”’} 


[Text] Asyut—A spokesman of al-Jama’ah al-Islamiyah 
{Islamic Group] in the city of Asyut, Egypt, has 
denounced the mutual PLO-Israeli recognition, saying in 
a statement to AL-HAYAH that Chairman Yasir ’Ara- 
fat’s recognition of Israel is a “go-ahead signal” for the 
Jewish state to “practice further oppression of Muslims 
in the occupied Arab territories.” 


The spokesman threatened that the group will express its 
rejection in the “methods that it deems fit,” noting that 
*Arafat’s recognition of Israel ““encompasses numerous 
excesses, including elimination of the Palestinian inti- 
fadah and punishment of those who defend themselves 
against the Israeli occupation authorities’ oppression.” 


“Winning Card” 


He also expressed the opinion that Israel’s recognition of 
the PLO “is nothing but a winning card in Israel’s 
hand—a card which Israel will exploit to get money from 
the United States and Europe, to establish relations with 
the Arabs, and to reap maximum economic advantage— 
whereas Palestinians will reap nothing other than weak- 
ness and humiliation.” 


The preacher of al-Rahman Mosque, one of the group’s 
strongholds in Asyut, yesterday assailed Chairman 
*Arafat in his Friday sermon, accusing him of “treason” 
and adding, “ ‘Arafat is an agent of Israel, and he is 
implementing its demands to strike the intifadah.” He 
expressed the belief that recognizing Israel “‘means 
wiping out all the Islamic movements in the occupied 
territories, including Hamas which defends the Pales- 
tinian people.” 
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Opposition Asks For Israeli Relations Freeze 


93AFO0757D London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
1] Aug 93 pl 


{[Unattributed article: “The Egyptian Opposition 
Demands the Freezing of Relations With Israel”’} 


[Text] Cairo—A number of representatives of the Egyp- 
tian Parliament from among the members of the NPUG 
[National Progressive Unionist Grouping] party, the 
opposition, and the independents expressed the need to 
recall the Egyptian Ambassador in Tel Aviv in protest 
against the Israeli agression in southern Lebanon. They 
also called for the halting of all forms of bilateral 
cooperation and exportation of quantities of Egyptian oil 
to Israel. The representatives confirmed, in a request 
that they signed, a need for an emergency meeting of the 
Arab Affairs Committee, the National Security Com- 
mittee, and the Foreign Relations Committee. "Amr 
Musa, the foreign minister, should attend for delivery of 
a statement about the Israeli aggression in southern 
Lebanon, the nature of the communication that Egypt 
has undertaken, and the Egyptian message that reached 
the Israeli ambassador in Cairo, David Sultan, and to 
which the Israeli government responded. 


Government To Administer Assyut Private 
Mosques 

93AFO757B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
] Aug 93 p 4 


[Unattributed article: “The Egyptian Government Takes 
Over the Management of the Private Mosques in the 
Governorate of Assyut”’] 


[Text] Assyut—An official source announced yesterday 
that the Egyptian Government will take over the man- 
agement of 154 private mosques in the governorate of 
Assyut in Upper Egypt over the course of a year. This is 
within the framework of their efforts aimed at limiting 
the activities of the extremist groups in this governorate. 


This move is included in the plan that the government 
laid down last December for gradual control over all of 
the mosques in the country, a portion of which are under 
the control of the extremist groups. But this plan imposes 
large financial burdens on the State since every mosque 
under its authority costs it 10,000 Egyptian pounds 
annually for payment of the salaries of the mosques’ 
imams and for the maintenance costs. 


Shaykh Ramadan Heykal, the director of the endowment 
system (the “Awgqaf’’) in Assyut, said that the Ministry of 
the Awqaf manages 730 of the 2,000 mosques in Assyut, 
while most of the other 1,270 mosques belong to indi- 
viduals or private religious associations. 


He confirmed that approximately 12 mosques are cur- 
rently under the secret control of the organization “The 
Islamic Group,” and that three of these mosques are 
found in the city of Assyut, which is located 380 km 
south of Cairo. 
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Last April, the Minister of the Awqaf, Muhammad ‘Ali 
Mahjub, announced the establishment of management 
councils to organize for the residents social activities in 
all of the mosques in Egypt. This step also aims at 
limiting the activity of the members of the groups. 
Official reports published last December stated that 
Egypt contains 170,000 mosques and prayer rooms of 
which only 30,000 are managed by the State. 


Egyptian law allows a tax reduction to the owners of 
buildings that open prayer rooms, which has led to a 
doubling of the places of worship. 


However, the Egyptian Government imposed restric- 
tions at the beginning of this year on the building of new 
mosques. The most important of these restrictions 
requires entrepreneurs to offer free lodging to the imam 
whom the Ministry of the Awgaf appoints. 


New Military City Opens West Alexandria 


934F0757A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
15 Jul 93 p 4 


[Unattributed article: “Mubarak Opens a Military City 
West of Alexandria”’] 


[Text] Cairo—Egyptian President Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak opened Mubarak military city yesterday 15 km 
west of the city of Alexandria. It is considered the first 
complete city among more than 10 military communities 
established in 10 ifferent regions, in addition to fulfilling 
all the requirements of life within it. 


The Egyptian president inspected the sections of the city 
that contain the recreational cultural center, a building 
for housing soldiers, and a private hospital with 50 beds 
and an operating room. 


Likewise, he inspected the laundry facility, whose max- 
imum capacity is 11 tons every eight hours. He visited its 
different sections and saw the washing procedures and 
the ironing of the military clothes. Mubarak conversed 
with the soldiers carrying out this work about their way 
of life and the nature of their work inside the city. He 
also saw one of the residence buildings designed to house 
the officers and noncommissioned officers, and the large 
trade academy, which includes various divisions. Presi- 
dent Mubarak held a meeting with the leaders and the 
officers of the northern military region. It was attended 
by the presidents of the People’s Council and the Advi- 
sory Council, the prime minister’s representatives, and 
the ministers and members of the two councils of the 
governorates of Alexandria and Matruh, in addition to 
the top leaders of the armed forces. 


President Mubarak set forth throughout the meeting the 
policies of Egypt and its positions toward many interna- 
tional, regional, and internal issues. 
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IRAQ 


Iraqi Problem Said Requiring Urgent Solution 
93LA0159A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 30 Jul 93 p 17 


[Article by Lutfi al-Khawli, Writer and Arab Political 
Expert] 


[Text] 


I. With the outbreak of the second Gulf War, following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, what has 
become known as the “Iraqi problem” took shape in our 
Arab world. The crux of this problem is a lack of security 
and peace between sister Arab countries, despite the 
Arab League pacts and the joint Arab defense agreement 
that tie them together. The Arab house is full of cracks. 
Its people have become divided into two main fronts 
wrestling with each other. Moreover, within each front, 
factions lie in wait for each other. 


Three years after the explosion of the crisis, the 
unprecedented Arab-regional-international war, the 
defeat of Iraqi forces, the liberation of Kuwait, and 
the imposition of the strongest international sanc- 
tions in UN history on Iraq, every attempt to repair 
the Arab house, which has been cracked by the crisis 
and the war, has reached an impasse. These attempts 
have been blocked by a single factor, the “Kuwaiti 
veto.” Hence, there has emerged another problem, the 
“Kuwaiti problem.” The crux of this problem is that 
Kuwait believes that the punishment meted out to 
Iraq will be insufficient or ineffective as long as 
Saddam Husayn remains the decisionmaker in the 
Iraqi Government at least. 


II. The dilemma which these two problems raises 
involves complex, intermeshed points. We will shed 
light on four of them: 


1. In view of the crisis, war, and destruction, whether 
or not Saddam Husayn stays in power or is 
removed depends primarily on the Iraqi people’s 
will and ability, Saddam Husayn’s personal desire 
to remain or leave, and the will and ability of the 
international alliance, especially its U.S. leader- 
ship, to retain or topple Saddam Husayn. All of 
these factors fall outside of the scope of Kuwaiti 
efficacy and Arab efficacy in general. Conse- 
quently, conditioning the repair of the Arab house, 
or an Arab reconciliation, on Saddam Husayn’s 
absence means locking the Arab world in its cur- 
rent vicious circle, as it waits for the unknown. 
This makes it difficult for it to calculate in a timely 
and objective manner. 


2. The sanctions imposed on Iraq are not only 
besieging the Iraqi Government and Saddam 
Husayn. They are also besieging the entire Iraqi 
people with hunger and epidemics to a tragic 
degree. If this situation continues, it is bound to 
leave deep wounds on the Iraqi people’s psyche, 
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preclude a healing of the rift between the Iraqi 
people and the Kuwaiti people and all Arab peo- 
ples, and engrain a spirit of hostility and revenge in 
future Iraqi generations, thus transforming a 
struggle between different political regimes into a 
destructive struggle between Arab peoples over a 
long, inflamed period. The Gulf crisis and war will 
then seem like a black comedy compared to the 
grievous, blind tragedies that will occur, in which 
the lives and existence of ordinary Arabs and Arab 
States will not know security. 


. The delay in repairing the Arab house—combined 
with the limited time factor and regional and 
international plans and projects now being dis- 
cussed and prepared regarding the region’s 
future—is bound to give great weight to the possi- 
bility of Iraq’s division along sectarian, ethnic, or 
religious lines. 


If this possibility is realized, it will do great 
damage to the balance of power between the Arabs 
(especially the Gulf countries) and Iranian expan- 
sionist, hegemonic currents. It will also be a dan- 
gerous precedent resulting in innumerable 
breaches facilitating the division of a large number 
of other Arab countries. 


. Iraq has so far not settled its position on Kuwait by 
promulgating a constitutional charter, registered at 
the United Nations and the Arab league, which 
contains Iraq’s full recognition of Kuwait’s indepen- 
dence and sovereignty over its land and resources, 
and a commitment not to intervene in Kuwait’s 
internal affairs. Iraq's failure to do so is bound to 
foster acceptance of the “Kuwaiti veto” of an Arab 
reconciliation and the repair of the Arab house. It 
might be difficult to overcome this situation, espe- 
cially if we take into account the quantitative and 
qualitative differences between the two countries at 
present and in the foreseeable future. 


III. In view of these four points, it seems that the Iraqi 


and Kuwaiti problems are two sides of the same 
coin. It is a bad coin. In politics, as in economics, a 
bad coin chases a good coin from the market, as long 
as objective circumstances and conditions are not 
created—with awareness, collective effort, and a 
critical facing up to reality—for revitalizing the 
good coin and its value vis-a-vis the demagoguery of 
the bad coin. 


By bad coin, we mean that dual, Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
intransigence that feeds on itself and is taking root 
with tribal logic between the two countries regarding 
the content and means of a settlement that addresses 
the effects of Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait on the one 
hand, and the defeat and destruction of Iraq and its 
evacuation of Kuwait on the other hand. This intran- 
sigence has come to poison the Arab climate. [It is 
resulting in the squandering of time, effort, and the 
possibility of moving beyond the crisis—without 


IV. 
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abandoning its enormously costly lessons—to a 
normal, healthy situation in Arab-Arab relations 
based on a new formula capable of swimming in the 
stormy regional sea and international ocean, with 
their cruel and assailing changes. 


By a good coin, we mean the Arabs’ ability to: absorb 
the dual intransigence of Iraq and Kuwait; defuse the 
tribal revenge impulse; remedy the effects of the 
aggression against the Kuwaiti people; remedy the 
effects on the Iraqi people of the siege of starvation 
and physical and psychological destruction: and acti- 
vate all of the Arabs’ existing mechanisms and new 
mechanisms to build a new Arab order that pre- 
cludes a repetition of Iraq’s aggression against 
Kuwait in any form in the Arab world. This new 
Arab order must be one that harmonizes—in the 
light of Arab and international experiences— 
between the independence of each Arab country 
within its territorial borders and the common polit- 
ical, economic, security, and cultural interests of the 
Arab countries within national borders, from the 
perspective of the historical dividing line between 
the 20th and 21st centuries. This requires a critical, 
responsible, and systematic coming to grips, and the 
capacity for political vision in developing and 
devising mechanisms of joint Arab action as quickly 
as possible, because regional and international 
changes will not wait for us to catch up and deal with 
them if we miss the opportunity. 


I do not believe that those who are concerned with 
repairing the Arab house, or an Arab reconciliation, 
are ignorant of the destruction and killing incurred 
by Kuwait and its people, or are blind to Kuwait’s 
right to protect itself against the possibility of fur- 
ther aggression against it by Iraq or any other Arab 
or regional country. 


At the same time, there is no longer anyone in the 
Arab world who can accept, or be indifferent to, the 
Iraqi people’s tragic state, as confirmed by reliable 
reports from a number of UN agencies. Nor can 
anyone remain silent about the U.S. bombing oper- 
ations on the argument that they are a legitimate 
form of self-defense against so-called Iraqi conspir- 
acies that have not been subjected to domestic or 
international investigation or adjudication. 


Also, three years after the crisis and war, Arab 
citizens and states outside of Iraq and Kuwait can no 
longer endure being besieged and confined by the 
Iraqi problem and the Kuwaiti problem. They 
cannot continue indefinitely to pay the price of 
Kuwaiti and Iraqi intransigence. Their everyday 
lives, present and future, and national renaissance 
have begun to be pervaded by political, economic, 
social, and cultural putrefaction. This situation is 
breeding terrorism, irrationality, and superstition. It 
is also resulting in the squandering of resources and 
the ingredients of development and peace. All of this 
is occurring in a regional climate in which forces like 
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Iran, Turkey, and Israel are turning into tigers, each 
one trying to order its domestic house, international 
relations, and new priorities to inherit the “Arab 
man,” who is paralyzed by the intransigence of Iraq 
and Kuwait. It is also occurring in an international 
climate that grants consideration only to blocks of 
countries that join to form large, developed, flour- 
ishing regional markets through each country’s 


giving. 
. The repair of the Arab house and deliverance from the 


Iraqi and Kuwaiti problems have therefore become 
urgent matters for Arab citizens and countries. 


Based on this perspective, we can appreciate the 
positiveness of the initiative undertaken by Arab 
League Secretary General Dr. ‘Ismat ’Abd-al-Majid 
with the Arab kings and presidents on 12 April 1993. 
This initiative comes under the heading of a national 
reconciliation in the framework of critical mutual 
openness, the containment of what he called the 
“effects of the Gulf crisis which are still continuing,” 
and the laying of “ta cornerstone to clear the air, 
restore trust, and build a national reconciliation.” 


What is striking about this initiative is its realism, 
comprehensiveness, and refrainment from the tradi- 
tional slogans that crowd the Arab political lexicon 
but no longer mean anything after being tested more 
than once over close to 50 years. 


As a transitional phase, the initiative proposes the 
provision of Arab-international guarantees against a 
repetition of what happened in the Gulf, and the 
formation and legitimization of an Arab- 
international security mechanism based on Arab 
League Charter and UN Charter provisions. 


The Arab-international blend advanced by this ini- 
tiative could be the answer to the question of what 
will be the expected effectiveness of the Arab security 
system in view of what happened in the summer of 
1990, and in view of the current Arab reality and 
current Arab capacities? 


According to my understanding, the initiative seeks 
to emphasize that current Arab capabilities and 
Capacities cannot be ignored, regardless of their 
present state. No one can protect himself if he throws 
his load completely onto another and does not begin 
with himself, regardless of his capabilities. If he 
mobilizes the capabilities available to him, he may 
then interweave them with the international capabil- 
ities of the United Nations. Then, his decisions and 
actions will be taken seriously, because that means 
that he is responsible, capable of developing his 
capabilities, and able to deal openly with an interna- 
tional order that appeals to international, legitimate 
rules made credible by the principle of “the same 
position for the same problem,” regardless of the 
nationality, ethnicity, or size of the people or country 
affected by the problem. 


VI. 


VII. 
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The initiative then recommends the formation of a 
reconciliation mechanism consisting of a trilateral 
committee whose members would be the previous, 
current, and next head ministers of League Council 
sessions, in addition to the Arab League secretary 
general. The committee would contact member coun- 
tries to ascertain their opinions and recommenda- 
tions. It would also recommend an agenda for a 
dialogue, a frank discussion, a clearing of the air, a 
national reconciliation for the council’s approval, the 
holding of a dialogue, and the offering of recommen- 
dations to clear the air and achieve a reconciliation. 


The committee would take tours to the Arab coun- 
tries to coordinate and discuss recommendations 
and action to achieve unified positions or positions 
on which a majority agrees. The committee would 
recommend to member countries the convening of 
an extraordinary session or extraordinary sessions 
of the League Council at the ministerial level if it 
believes that it has achieved enough progress in its 
tasks to warrant presenting its results to the council. 
Finally, the committee would submit reports to the 
League Council on its performance of its tasks. This 
would pave the way for an Arab summit conference 
for the first time since the Gulf crisis. The summit 
conference would adopt a reconciliation and take 
practical measures to set it in motion. 


According to press reports, a majority of the Arab 
countries have responded positively to this initia- 
tive. Such a response has the legal and actual effect 
of placing it on the League Council’s agenda. It is 
notable that both Iraq and Kuwait have—in dif- 
ferent ways—expressed observations on some of the 
initiative’s content, or the conditions that must be 
fulfilled in order for them to consent to it, or 
objections to the timing of the initiative and the 
course of its measures. This indicates the persis- 
tence, in the current Arab reality, of the knot of 
intransigence being generated by the Iraqi problem 
and the Kuwaiti problem. 


In our estimation, this initiative, which has revealed 
the majority’s will to engage in a frank discussion 
and reconciliation, has become a historical respon- 
sibility for the group that is concerned with the 
present and future of the nation and its states, so 
that this group can take action to place the entire 
Arab problem above the Iraqi and Kuwaiti prob- 
lems, before time and patience run out in the Arab 
world, and before the division, paralysis, and frus- 
tration unleash their destructive political and social 
pestilence. 


In practice, this means two things in our perception: 


1. The setting of a date before the end of 1993 for 
both Iraq and Kuwait to respond uncondition- 
ally to the initiative. 


2. An examination of Kuwait's and Iraq’s demands 
and observations with respect to each other and 











14 NEAR EAST 


the other Arab countries, which became divided 
into two fronts during the Gulf crisis and war. 
This should be done by Saudi Arabia, Morocco, 
and Egypt (this selection is made based on 
weight, geopolitical representation, and the vis- 
ible effort made by these countries in the past to 
initiate a reconciliation). Their task would be to 
propose an initial framework for the action and 
activity of the trilateral committee fornied as a 
mechanism for the Arab League secretary gen- 
eral’s initiative. This group could perhaps con- 
tinue to be the arbiter and authority in any 
disputes that arise during the course of the rec- 
onciliation committee’s work and contacts, if 
Iraq, Kuwait, and the League Council agree. 


VIII. However, what if both Iraq and Kuwait maintain 
their positions and refrain from cooperating with 
the reconciliation committee, or do not accept the 
positions, arrangements, and obligations stipu- 
lated by the committee? 


In our opinion, it would become necessary to imme- 
diately and decisively implement the principle of 
putting the overall Arab problem above both the 
Iraqi problem and the Kuwaiti problem. This would 
mean continuing the process of reconciling and 
rebuilding the Arab house to cope with the chal- 
lenges of the 21st century without waiting for Iraq or 
Kuwait. This is required, because the matter at 
hand, despite its modest heading of reconciliation, 
is actually one of “to be or not to be” in the regional 
and international world that is beginning to take 
shape and distribute roles, tasks, and authorities 
among its forces and regional markets. 


Regime Called Responsible for Sanctions’ 
Continuation 


93AE0540A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
18 Jul 93 p 15 


[Article by *Abd-al-Rahman al-Rashid: ‘“‘Who Was 
Wrong in Iraq?”’} 


[Text] This time, as in all other times, the Iraqi govern- 
ment complied with the Security Council demand to 
allow the UN team of inspectors to return to its territory 
and to install their cameras and complete what they 
started two years ago. 


One is bound to ask here: Was Iraq wrong or was the 
United Nations? 


As usual, the answers are far removed from the heart of 
the question, such as the claim that the United Nations 
is concerned with persecuting Muslims and forcing them 
to comply with its decision, as it does in the case of 
Somalia and Iraq. 


None of us can deny that what is happening in Bosnia is 
unjust and that the major powers’ stand is hideous in all 
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what they do and do not do. But one wrong does not 
justify other wrongs perpetrated in Iraq or Somalia. 


Somalia, for example, is divided and in a state of civil 
war. Three million people are facing the danger of death 
by starvation because of it. Therefore, intervention and 
the dispatch of UN forces was necessary after the war 
militia caused the failure of the human relief operation. 
Consequently, we cannot ask the Somalis to die of 
starvation and not to end the civil war in Somalia simply 
because the United Nations failed in Bosnia. 


Iraq is the subject of continuous discussion. Some 
believe the Security Council is deliberately harassing 
Iraq, lengthening its blockade, banning its oil exports, 
and disarming it. This is an undeniable fact. The Secu- 
rity Council is serious about applying its measures to the 
Iraqi issue, and we are supposed to support such serious- 
ness, because it is in the interest of Iraq, of stability in the 
area, and, finally, of the Arab world. I shall here express 
my views based on the following the facts: 


First, we should bear in mind that the blockade began 
three years ago. The UN resolutions were adopted during 
a critical war. The agreement to end the war in Safwan 
was in response to an urgent request by the Iraqi govern- 
ment to stop the advance of the allied forces that 
penetrated deep into the south. The agreement consisted 
of a number of conditions, including one on destroying 
mass destruction weapons. Iraq accepted it and what is 
happening today is in implementation of that agreement. 


Second, the Iraqi government always misreads political 
signs. It believed that the fall of the shah in 1979 would 
enable it to renege on the Algiers Agreement and to 
attack Iran. Later it found that this was wrong. It also 
misread the conversation with the U.S. Ambassador in 
Baghdad, April Gillespie. It imagined that what the 
ambassador said was a green light to occupy Kuwait, and 
this was the mother of wrongs. It also misunderstood the 
presidential succession. It thought that George Bush’s 
departure from office in the United States meant the end 
of his policies. After A few months of rejection of the 
idea, it found out that this was not true. 


The failure to comply with what is left of the UN 
resolutions will, as usual, be understood wrongly in the 
Iraqi leadership. Iraq will believe that resorting to war 
has become acceptable. The return to war in the Gulf will 
mean that all the Arabs will have to pay the price, 
foremost among whom are the poor Iraqis who have 
been paying since the beginning of the war with Iran. 
They have paid the price of the Kuwait war, and are now 
paying the cost of the blockade imposed on them. The 
implementation of resolutions means putting a final end 
to war, and failing to do so creates the impression that 
the war is likely to continue. Perhaps by leaving the stage 
in the Gulf we have prepared the ground for a second 
war. [as published] 
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The third point concerns the quality of fighting and cor- 
recting the misconception regarding it. These resolutions 
did not touch Iraq’s basic defensive base. Resolution 687 
issued on April 1991 that brought the war to an end insisted 
only on disarming Iraq of mass destruction weapons. 


The three-paragraph resolution provides for destroying 
weapons of mass destruction—chemical, biological, and 
rockets with more than 150 km range. It also banned 
development of nuclear weapons. But the resolution left 
it to Iraq to maintain its army and did not interfere with 
its conventional weapons, which sometimes exceed the 
weapons of many other neighboring countries. It did not 
ask Iraq to disband its army. Why is Iraq procrastinating 
in complying with the Security Council resolutions as 
long as its defensive claws are being preserved, unless it 
is harboring new aggressive tendencies? It is in the 
interest of the region and the Arab world to prevent a 
similar catastrophe taking place. 


The fourth point concerns who is prolonging the 
blockade and causing harm to the Iraqis? We agree that 
the blockade of Iraq is harmful to its people and destroys 
its internal potentials. With time, its factories will be left 
without maintenance, its machinery will rust, its schools 
will lack the essential books, its road conditions will 
deteriorate, and its farms will lack irrigation. We realize 
that this is fateful stage, and the most important factor in 
it is time. Waiting for too long doubles its consequences. 
Therefore the blockade on Iraq should be lifted quickly 
so that it will not suffocate. But this request must be put 
to the number one man who has the reins of power in his 
hand, we mean President Saddam Husayn. 


The Security Council resolutions on the blockade are quite 
clear. A frank clause calls for lifting the blockade after Iraq 
complies with the resolutions. Therefore, why is Iraqi pro- 
crastinating over the implementation of clear resolutions 
that affect only its supplementary defensive structure? 


Had the authorities in Baghdad begun implementing the 
resolutions—the authorities that often experienced the 
bitterness of saying ‘‘no”’ in Kuwait—the tragedy would 
have ended quickly. Instead, Baghdad blocked every 
attempt, and time and time again made concessions and 
ended up with saying “yes.” The Iraqi Government is 
the main cause of delay and the extension of the 
blockade. Had this government shown some reason, 
none of the past attacks would have taken place, the 
blockade would not have continued, this talk would have 
been irrelevant, and probably the Arab disputes in the 
area would not have existed. Yes, Iraq is poor because its 
government is no less brave than Samson who preferred 
to bring the temple down on his head. 


Salah "Umar ‘Ali on Democratic Accord on Future 


934E0545A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
27 Jul 93 p 19 


[Article by Salah "Umar ’Ali] 


[Text] Since the establishment of national rule in Iraq, 
and to the present time, the authority has neither been 
guided by law, nor has it respected the constitution in its 
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dealings with the political and social powers. Therefore 
the authority has remained biased, which has led to its 
being one of the elements of struggle, a source of contra- 
diction, and a tool of violence and oppression against the 
political factions in society. 


While the authority—whatever it may me—should act as a 
mediator among struggling factions, authority in Iraq has 
been throughout the past period a part of the bitter struggle 
that the Iraqi people have lived through and the reason 
they lost much potential and many chances for progress. 


From the type of rule perspective, Saddam Husayn’s 
regime has not been any different from those preceding it, 
yet, it has been the most violent and treacherous. because 
of potentialities it had that former regimes did not; those 
potentialities made it possible for Saddam's regime to 
strike deadly blows at political powers, uproot them from 
their natural environment, and disintegrate them. 


From my perspective, the only method for establishing a 
law-abiding constitutional state in Iraq is for the 
Opposing political powers to agree upon a comprehen- 
sive national program that would represent a compro- 
mise solution to all difficulties that the Iraqi people are 
presently facing. However, this could not be achieved 
unless the different political factions are completely 
ready to give up optimum solutions and instead accept 
compromise solutions that would gather them together 
around defined goals. Political powers have the respon- 
sibility of realizing this fact now and working accord- 
ingly, or else, they may find themselves, together with 
the Iraqi people, entering a new bloody and catastrophic 
experiment like the ones that Afghanisian, Yugoslavia, 
and Somalia are presently going through. 


The Iraqi regime has lost all reasons for existing and 
remaining in power. The only remaining reason for the 
regime to continue in power is that the Iraqi opposition 
powers cannot reach a compromise solution that would 
bring together their capabilities and consolidate their 
power. This state of affairs has so far not encouraged the 
powers inside the state that are striving for real change to 
feel the needed security and confidence in the future that 
would enable them to take the initiative for ending the 
dictatorial regime. I am confident that the present Iraqi 
regime is bound to fall—sooner than many people might 
believe—if the national powers would agree on and 
abide by a program that takes into consideration the 
complex situations facing the Iraqi people; these same 
powers should also select the suitable political policy that 
could detect difficulties and methods of ending them; 
this would consolidate the effective power of the people. 


It is beyond doubt that the Kurdish issue has been—and 
still is—one of the most important and consistent polit- 
ical issues in Iraq. Kurds have suffered from extreme 
oppression and injustice. Therefore the next regime is 
responsible for realizing that this case could only be 
resolved by way of a positive dialogue that aims at the 
establishment of democratic rule throughout Iraq that 
would guarantee to all Iraqi brotherly ethnic groups their 
legitimate rights. 
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Both international law and United Nations resolutions 
and systems, as well as existing relations between the 
nations, all indicate that the best method for establishing 
positive international relations is to adopt the principle 
of reciprocal respect, working toward safeguarding world 
peace and security, and resorting to peaceful solutions to 
problems based on demonstrating respect for legitimate 
rights and abandoning the use of the language of force 
and the menace of occupation. 


During recent years, the world has passed through mas- 
sive changes, which ended the cold war. This has resulted 
in the decline of a great world power and the emergence 
of another great world power to control alone world fate. 
This situation places the world society on the footsteps of 
a new era, the final features of which have not yet been 
defined. Therefore those who wish to co-exist with these 
changes should do it with intelligence and flexibility and 
deal with them realistically. 


Jawad al-Maliki of al-Da’wah on Regime, 
Opposition 

934E0549A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 

27 Jul 93 p 19 


[Article by Jawad al-Maliki, ““Member of the politburo of 
the Islamic al-Da’wah Party”’] 


[Text] The Iraqi government is not consolidated, nor are 
the opposition and social forces dismantled. This esti- 
mate, that the government is consolidated, arises from 
the very factors, circumstances, and forces that brought 
about this regime. A government born of a party is 
usually strong, coextensive with the party and its cohe- 
sion. In addition to Western support for the government 
party in Iraq, the government practices conspiracy and 
deception, fence-sitting, and the expert use of false 
slogans, especially after the June defeat and the resulting 
mass aspirations in Arab circles for anyone capable of 
restoring honor and territory. 


The Iraqi regime led the opposition factions to form a 
phony national front, accusing those who did not go 
along with it of being agents and unpatriotic. Many of 
them became helpers against the Islamic side, the only 
One to insist upon the danger they represented. The 
Islamic movement with both its wings, the religious 
establishment and the al-Da’wah Party, was the spear- 
head of opposition to the government, with some oppo- 
sition figures here or there standing with them. 


The opposition today, after the total exposure of the 
regime and the dismantling of its center through ongoing 
purges, divisions, and plots inside the party and the 
government, and after its living with the reality of 
opposition action, has begun to reconcile its points of 
view. Its factions have held many conferences and meet- 
ings, and after long estrangement, agreed in full on the 
joint goals of their work, chiefly the toppling of the 
regime and the freeing of the popular will to choose the 
alternative. All they need to do is succeed in safe- 
guarding the independence of their choice first of all, 
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then obtaining the opposition framework that embodies 
their efforts and deploys them with the objective of 
making their slogans become real'ty. 


Some of the real, daily, political troubles that have begun 
to impose themselves as a program for all the opposition 
factions are the feeling of all that they cannot do without 
a single faction in order to topple the regime or build the 
alternative and bear the responsibilities of reforming the 
corruption left behind by the dictatorship in Iraq, the 
state of mutual understanding and reconciliation 
imposed by the difficult circumstances. All these ele- 
ments made the opposition factions concerned about the 
future of Iraq depend on the people, as the principle and 
basis of the government to come. This was agreed upon 
in more than one plan, and indeed the common ground 
of the plans was the basis of free, direct elections in 
defining a constitution for the country, its constitutional 
institutions, and its parliament, in addition to the form 
of governing and the alternative government, based on 
the principle of sharing power with parliament and the 
will of the people. 


This joint course is the guarantee through which we see 
the possibility of transforming the state or government 
from being a party in the struggle—and then a whip 
lashing the backs of other citizens—into a safe place that 
protects everyone alike through the constitution that has 
been chosen by the majority in a free vote. 


There must also be the principle of distribution of power 
and the participation of all in working towards serving the 
country, which is for all, without deception, conspiracy, or 
subversion. The principle of participation will be achieved 
in the process of building Iraq and moving life there 
towards a better stability and a better life. 


The continued mentality of isolation and dependence 
upon the principle of foreigners and development via the 
strengthening of foreigners, whichever foreigners, will 
cause only more bloodshed for Iraq and its people. 


Every deviant situation means that it is losing the power 
to survive, just as every normal one carries in its nature 
the power of endurance and permanance. The dictator- 
ship’s clinging to power was a deviation, and the contin- 
uance of economic misery and terror is another devia- 
tion. Even the foreign protection of Iraqi Kurdistan is 
devoid of logic. 


We must think of returning everything to normality. The 
Kurds in Kurdistan should be protected by a central 
Iraqi government that respects all citizens without dis- 
crimination. 


We believe that the beginning of getting things back to 
normal is serious, practical thinking to eliminate the 
ruling regime and restore the relationship among our 
united people to build anew their institutions and their 
country, and put an end to their multifaceted misery. 


The state of economic, security, and political deteriora- 
tion the regime is suffering, and our freedom fighters’ 


- capacity for broad, vigorous action in central Iraq and 


the south as well as Kurdistan, which has slipped out of 
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the dictatorial grip, and the preparedness of the opposi- 
tion abroad to come with a peaceful political framework 
uniting our efforts and deploying our energies—all these 
factors make us see that everything is moving towards a 
conclusion—that Iraq is at the theshold of a new phase 
which will not be long in coming. At the same time, we 
are eager to speed up this outcome, just as we are eager 
to lay sound foundations for future building and securing 
the rights of all individuals and ethnicities in Iraq, to 
avert the result of falling into the new cycle for which the 
regime and its masters are sowing the seeds now. Thus 
the opposition refuses to be partitioned and divided, or 
to have its plans divided along sectarian or ethnic lines, 
or to accept any formula that might be a reason for 
partitioning the land or the people. 


Naturally, when we lose a just system and a criminal 
dictatorship takes its place, the Iraqi people pay the price 
of this alternative in blood, pain, and dignity. The 
oppression intensifies when the regime is racist towards 
other ethnicities, and this is actually what happened to 
the Kurds when governments dealt with them on the 
basis of racism and racial discrimination. They were not 
even first class citizens, especially under the policies of 
the clique that has been ruling since 1968: they were 
strangers to this nation. 


Despite the fact that Iraq’s dictatorship has made all 
sincere Iraqis feel estranged from their country even 
while they live in it, what was done to the Kurds was 
done in the name of racism, and what was done to the 
rest of our people was at times in the name of sectari- 
anism and at others can be charged to aggression against 
the revolution. 


Since canceling sectarian and racist policies and acting 
on the basis of the equality of all citizens, without 
reference to their ethnicity and religion, allowing all to 
enjoy their political, religious, and ethnic freedoms, is 
not on the alternative’s agenda, things will remain tense, 
warning of more bloodshed. 


Then there must be a just, radical solution to the Kurdish 
question, compensating the Kurdish people for their heavy 
losses, and granting them all their legitimate rights, as a 
true partner in this country. It would be by way of a public 
popular referendum, giving both Kurds and Arabs the 
Opportunity to reach an understanding of the sort of 
relationship that should join Kurdistan to the rest of Iraq, 
on the basis of brotherhood, and eagerness to retain their 
well-protected shared history and the unity of Iraq. 


Although the world order is monopolar, it has not 
crystallized finally, solely, in America’s interest. The 
labor pains are continuing. Washington has become a 
policeman, hefting its nightstick and beating the heads of 
people here and there, to prepare the way for its strategic 
interests by force and violence. We see America med- 
dling in the Gulf, turned into a gang chasing militiamen 
in Somalia, threatening Libya with sanctions, and inten- 
sifying its accusations against Iran and Sudan, prepara- 
tory to taking violent steps against them. 
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The Arab and Islamic region is itself the target of an 
American policy of violence, to impose hegemony over 
the countries of the world that are Washington’s rivals by 
a total seizure of resources. Regrettably, some regional 
powers have helped America to do this. Thus our loss 
from American isolation is dreadful, and we will remain 
at the top of the list of the world’s losers in the new world 
order, as long as we do not create a multifaceted force to 
prevent more suffering. The principle of capitulation or 
the possibility of living with the American policy is an 
illusion that will vanish the day that the dreamers find 
themselves completely in the Americans’ grasp. 


I do not think that the world will tolerate this American 
policy. Reactions will accumulate here and there, and 
explode in the face of American tyranny, to end the state 
of isolation. 


ISRAEL 


Consequences of Declaration of Principles 


Workers Fear Payments Canceled 


93AA0156A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 7 Sep 93 p 5 


{Article by Hagar Enosh] 


[Text] Each Saturday at about 0730, Zohir Biyadasi, a 
31-year-old attorney, leaves his house in Baka al-Garbiya 
and drives to the Erez checkpoint. 


He goes through the inspection line, turns towards the 
industrial zone and parks his car next to the small com- 
mercial center. Between closed branches of Bank Le’umi 
and the post office, an open door leads to the dimly lit 
office of the employment agency. On Saturday morning, 
the office does not provide requests for work to holders of 
approved permits. It serves, by authority of the civil 
administration, as a temporary work room for attorney 
Biyadasi, who goes there on behalf of the Histadrut. 


Biyadasi is part of a small team of Arab jurists employed 
by the Histadrut to assist residents of the territories unable 
to collect their wages from former employers in Israel. 


The service has been operating for two years, but there 
has been a flood of petitions since the start of the last 
closure. 


Yusef Kara, who holds the Histadrut’s portfolio for the 
territories, is now seeking ways to strengthen the team. 
Biyadasi has already been asked to give up his private 
practice to work full time in the office. 


What is needed now—more than slots for additional 
lawyers, experts and typing services—is a set of guide- 
lines, which will promote enforcement of the law and 
protecting exploited workers from the territories. 


By one in the afternoon, Biyadasi manages to dispose of 
some 20 petitions. When it became clear that the closure 
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would not be lifted soon, they began receiving the public 
twice a week in Gaza. The pressure has eased as a result, 
says Biyadasi. In Janin, he gets 50 and sometimes 60 
complaints each day. 


Many complainants at the Erez checkpoint offer Biya- 
dasi checks dra\wn on bank branches in southern towns, 
Ashdod, the suburbs of Haifa and Tel Aviv. These 
checks go back more than half a year, even ten months 
and sometimes longer than that. 


None of them has been honored by the banks. On some of 
them, the word “restricted” has been written by hand. On 
some is written “Please present to drawer.’ There are 
checks for 1,500 shekels, and there also are checks for 80 
shekels. 


A 39-year-old man, who had worked in the same shop 
since he was married at the age of 22, was sent home last 
summer—without severance pay but with a final check 
that bounced. Three brothers, who had worked for ab. ut 
a year for the same painting subcontractor, received four 
such paychecks. Others worked at steady jobs until the 
start of the closure—and still have not received their last 
pay checks. 


A view from a plastic table at the front of a cafe at the 
Erez checkpoint (a cup of strong, sweet Turkish coffee 
costs a shekel here, but no one is ordering even at that 
price), shows mostly the ugly side of the Israeli employer. 


Muhmad Yusef Abu-Hasin, from the Saj’aya neighbor- 
hood of Gaza, one of the few unafraid of identifying 
himself, worked as a molder for a construction company 
registered in Tel Aviv. He was released last August 
because of a drop in business. The company did not pay 
his final wages—2,400 shekels gross. Nor did it reply to 
warning letters sent by Histadrut lawyers. Now Abu- 
Hasin wants to file a complaint in his own name for the 
withheld wages. 


Legal proceedings present many difficulties when the 
lawyer must not only represent his clients but also make 
sure that they obtain permits to enter Israel in order to 
appear in a labor court. Nonetheless, says Yusef Kara, it 
was recently decided to increase the number of com- 
plaints brought to collect wages withheld from workers 
from the territories. 


On another matter affecting thousands of people, the 
Histadrut still does not know how to proceed. Most 
employers, both public and private, are refusing to 
provide severance pay to former permanent employees 
who had to be laid off because of the closure 


Some employers argue that they would like to rehire 
these people but cannot obtain work permits from the 
civil administration. That is a claim very hard to con- 
firm. Others, including local authorities, assert that since 
the workers were not formally fired, they are not entitled 
to compensation. “Eventually,” says Kara, “we'll have to 
sue the state. These people were officially employed. 
paid national insurance as required by law, and are at 
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home because they aren't allowed to go to work. The 
state of Israel cannot ignore them.” 


But that is exactly what the people at the Erez checkpoint 
are afraid of. They fear that the creation of an independent 
regime in Gaza will allow Israel to disregard all its obliga- 
tions to them. What will happen, they asked on Saturday. 
if the Israeli court decides to cancel all these debts? 


Likud’s Options Viewed 
934A0156B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 7 Sep 93 p 5 


{Commentary by Yosi Olmert] 


[Text] The country these days is full of street banners 
calling for immediate elections. They are signed by the 
national camp. The demand for immediate elections is 
clear enough to me, but it is not clear to me at ali what is 
the mysterious “national camp” that has signed these 
street banners. The call for elections is reasonable, if only 
in light of the fact that it is government spokesman who 
have presented recent political developments as historic in 
nature, the beginning of a new Israel, or, to use the 
language of its principal architect, Shim’on Peres, the 
inception of the 100 good years. If all this is true, then we 
are obliged to consult the voice of the nation; it is inad- 
missible to be content with the excuse that Rabin has a 
mandate. The government changed its positions while 
achieving the agreement, and while that certainly is its 
right, it cannot take the support of the nation for granted. 
In these circumstances, it would be worthwhile to permit 
the people to exercise their fundamental right to partici- 
pate in writing their history. Parenthetically, if we can rely 
on polls, the government also has no special political 
reason that would cause it to fear the results of elections. 


As for the “national camp,” I can imagine that this 1s an 
attempt to create the impression of a broad, nonpartisan, 
political front coalescing around a specific demand in 
the fluid, current situation. That is a wise strategy but, in 
the Israeli reality, it entails some possible drawbacks. I, 
for example, am not crazy about a national camp that 
includes messianic elements, transfer proponents and 
antidemocrats, or such a one that operates on the basis of 
a perverse call for civil war. No, this is no paragon of 
virtue. We are talking about the nature of the struggle 
and its political substance just as we are the way it is 
conducted and the people who act in it. The words have 
been directed primarily at the Likud, which is the main 
opposition party and the only national alternative to the 
current administration. 


First off, we need to examine which agreement the camp 
has turned against. The Gaza-Jericho first agreement is, 
to a large extent, passe. Even before it was signed 
officially, it had already fulfilled the role that its 
designers had assigned it from the start, which is that of 
a catalyst. The name of the game today is a comprehen- 
sive and general Middle East arrangement, linking to the 
Palestinian [?plow] a complete withdrawal on the Golan 
Height and agreements with Lebanon and Jordan. The 
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signs indicate that Prime Minister Rabin is applying 
himself not so much to the nature of the agreements as to 
the question of how to sell them to the perplexed Israeli 
public. It is incumbent on the Likud, therefore, to launch 
a frontal assault on the vision of a general peace that, it 
appears, cannot be relied on. This can be done not by 
fostering the image of being an enemy of peace in 
principle or to any proposed peace settlement of any 
sort. The agreement as formulated is as full of holes as a 
Swiss cheese. There is no need to frighten the nation with 
false apocalyptic visions of the day after. What is neces- 
sary is to highlight the main weak points and present a 
reasonable alternative to them. The public yearns for 
Straight answers, not spurious national slogans. Sleep- 
walking parties cannot join in formulating a political 
plan of this type and the Likud must not let itself be 
portrayed in a somnambulant light even if that means 
ending cooperation with some components of the 
“national camp.” In their stead can enter other elements, 
traditionally supporters of the activist Labor movement, 
that are not now prepared to reconcile themselves to the 
government’s end-of-season sale. 


Along with the question of the camp’s character comes 
the question of its form. If the opposition focuses its 
efforts on a demonstration intended to raise a siege 
around the government compound, that would miss the 
mark. A demonstration of this sort can very quickly 
degenerate into a violent confrontation unacceptable to 
the Israeli public and liable to become an event as 
traumatic as those that cast a dark shadow over the 
historic Herut during the 1950’s. 


In the final analysis, it is highly probable that the current 
government will, indeed, be induced to reply to the call 
for new elections. It certainly will do so at a time 
convenient for itself so as to increase its chances, already 
good, of holding onto office. The Likud’s duty to itself 
and to the entire nation is to see that these elections serve 
as a forum on the deeds of the government rather than of 
the opposition. The demonstration in Jerusalem being 
planned at this very moment is fraught with the seeds of 
potential catastrophe. It is essential that the responsible 
leadership of the Likud neutralizes them and marks out 
a realistic course for continuing the just struggle against 
the government’s plans. 


Terrorism as Syrian Option 


93A4A0156C Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew | Sep 93 p 3 


[Article by Yosi Olmert] 


[Text] Hafiz al-Asad (Asad—‘‘lion” in Arabic) loves the 
title of king of the jungle of Middle Eastern politics. He 
wants to be the mover and shaker of the region’s major 
political processes, all according to a deep-rooted con- 
ception of Syria as the “heart of Arabism,” the land that 
gave birth to the idea of Arab nationalism, the great 
patron of the Palestinian cause. On every possible pulpit, 
the Syrians have been saying for months that they will 
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not be satisfied with an Israeli withdrawal from all of the 
Golan Heights but shall also insist on the idea of linkage 
between a Syrian-Israeli agreement and a Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement, and all this, the Syrians contend, in 
order to prevent a fresh exercise in Camp David, in 
which Sadat guarded only Egyptian interests and 
betrayed the Palestinians. 


And here comes Yasir ‘Arafat, a politician whom the 
Syrians—and they make no secret of this—love to hate, 
and pulls the rug out from under al-Asad’s legs. In fact, 
Arafat is giving the Syrians his own Camp David. He is 
reaching an agreement with the Israelis that, as officials in 
Israel are taking pains to declare. stands on its own feet. 
Damascus Officially regards it as a separate agreement, an 
idea anathema to the Syrians. Syrian suspicions, already 
well-founded, have received a boost. Yitzhaq Rabin has 
explicitly announced that he prefers a withdrawal from 
Gaza to evacuation of the Golan. For a year, Israeli policy 
has swung like a pendulum between the “Syrian first” and 
the ‘*Palestinians first” options. Some days ago, the Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations seemed on the verge of a breakthrough. 
When the Syrians deciphered Rabin’s latest pronounce- 
ments, they grew highly concerned that progress in the 
talks with them would be blocked. The Americans, too, 
will not be very eager to pressure Israel on this score at a 
time when the Israeli government, in any event, is under 
heavy public pressure because of the agreement it is nailing 
down with the PLO. 


Al-Asad’s reaction will not be a suspension of the talks. 
The Syrians, in my opinion, will operate on two parallel 
planes. On the one hand, the Palestinian refusal organi- 
zations, which are headquartered in Damascus, will step 
up terrororism against Arafat and perhaps against Israel 
in south Lebanon. On the other, the Syrians will attempt 
to execute a flanking movement of their own on the 
Palestinians. They know that Israel is expecting clarifi- 
cations from them on the nature of peace as a condition 
for stating its own position on the territorial question. 
The Syrian clarifications will come, but not necessarily 
immediately at the start of the current round of talks. 
Rabin will find it difficult to stand up at that time and 
say that withdrawal from Gaza is enough for him. He has 
already taken a very big step forward in the talks with 
Syria and there are many around him who will pressure 
him to make rapid progress in these talks as well. 


King Husayn is also suspiciously following all the present 
uproar. He too surely fears that ‘Arafat has boxed him 
into a tight corner, a spot he does not wish to be in. 
Rabin’s remonstrations towards Husayn by themselves 
will not suffice to appease the angry king. If reports from 
Jordanian defense sources published in AL-QUDS are to 
be believed, the king is very worried by the inclusion of 
Jericho in the proposed agreement. He of all people does 
not rely on ‘Arafat. 


It all creates the impression that the intra-Arab front will 
continue to be very interesting. There will also be impli- 
cations for the agreement with the PLO. 
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1948 Refugees in Jordan Not Longing for West 
Bank 


934A0156D Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 5 Sep 93 pp 1, 2 


{Article by Bo’az Bismut] 


[Text] It was four in the afternoon when I arrived at the 
Muhiyan al-Husayn Palestinian refugee camp on the 
approaches to Rabat-Aman, Jordan’s capital. “Between 
90,000 and 100,000 people live there,” one of my fellow 
reporters told me. One can find in the camp many 
refugees who fled their homes in 1948 and, of course, the 
second and third generations who were born there, in 
Jordan. 


The camp was quiet. Very quiet. But that does not mean 
that the people living there are not intently following the 
agreement taking shape between Israel and the PLO over 
““Gaza-Jericho first.” Most of those with whom I talked 
were highly skeptical of the agreement. 


I went into a small cafe. Four men in their 40’s sat inside, 
talking and playing cards. They offered me a drink. The 
four of them were born in Jordan. 


“We feel at home here,” one of them told me in excellent 
English. ““My parents were born in Palestine, and Pales- 
tine is more than Gaza and Jericho.” He is willing to 
accept as borders the armistice lines as they existed until 
the Six-Day War, and now ‘Arafat comes and offers him 
Gaza and Jericho. That is too little for him. 


A young bearded man approaches us. “You see, people 
welcome you here very nicely. We don’t want violence. 
All we want is to get our land back. The Jews came from 
all ends of the earth and took the land of our fathers.” He 
will not be satisfied with division of the land between 
two peoples. 


“And what about the Jews who live in Israel?” I ask him. 


“Fine, they can stay in Palestine,” he answers. “But under a 
Palestinian president and a Palestinian government.” 


The impression I get is that the agreement about to be 
signed by Israel and the PLO does not arouse much 
enthusiasm in the Palestinian refugee camp. And not 
only there. Many people in Rabat-Aman told me that it 
may be just an Israeli ploy. Nearly all of them would 
rather wait and see how things work out. 


No one, it seems, is about to pack his bags just yet. Even 
if the agreement is signed and gradually carried out, it is 
doubtful that an exodus from Jordan to the West Bank 
will begin. I sensed that the Palestinians—who make up 
60 percent of Jordan’s population—are very happy with 
King Husayn’s monarchy. All told, 3 million Palestin- 
ians live under Hashemite rule, |.3 million of them in 
Rabat-Aman. 


‘*A little more money wouldn't bother us, but we aren’t 
complaining,” said a Palestinian who makes his living 
from a small business in the camp market. Before the 
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Gulf war, the economic situation of the Palestinians in 
Jordan was better because many of them were employed 
in Kuwait and some of the other oil principalities. These 
principalities have now locked their doors to them. 


They feel at home in Jordan. One young man described 
to me his feelings: *“‘My heart is in Palestine but my feet 
are in Jordan.” It is not just that they are not thinking 
about uprooting themselves once again but that some of 
them even expect that their relatives in Gaza and Jericho 
might join them. 


I met three gentlemen (who appear in the photograph). 
One fled from Lod, another from Qalgiliya, and the third 
from Acre. As they see it, the agreement over Gaza and 
Jericho is a far cry from satisfaction of their hopes. They 
claim that they would be ready someday to decide to 
return to Israel, but Israel and the PLO must first reach 
a much more comprehensive agreement. 


I heard the word peace a number of times in the camp. 
Many stated their readiness to live with Israelis in peace. 
But they insisted on certain conditions. Palestinian control 
of eastern Jerusalem was one of the most prominent of 
them. 


Jordan’s rulers were very surprised by the agreement 
between Israel and the PLO and, at first, one could even 
hear reservations expressed about these momentous devel- 
opments, which were accomplished behind Jordan’s back. 


The day before yesterday, however, King Husayn 
announced that he will not obstruct execution of the deal 
even though it is unclear whether it will enable the 
Palestinians to realize their goals. “We do not oppose an 
agreement between the Palestinians and Israel. We sup- 
port the Palestinians’ decision, and I would even go so 
far as to say that I applaud the Palestinians for the 
courage they have displayed in making this decision. | 
hope that it will serve the Palestinian cause,” he said in 
a television interview. 


*Amr Musa Views Israeli-Palestinian Agreement 


93AA0ISSC Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 10 Sep 93 pp 6-7 


[Interview with Egyptian Foreign Minister ‘Amr Musa 
by Smadar Peri, in Cairo; date not given] 


[Text] [Peri] Mr. Minister, did the secret talks held 
between the Israelis and PLO officials in Oslo catch you 
by surprise? 


[Musa] I was not surprised. But I was amazed by the 
strength and effectiveness of the secret channel. This 
channel, which has long been in existence, was revealed 
as a serious and productive route pursued in a practical 
way. That is what was new for us, and that was a very 


nice surprise. 


[Peri] What role did Egypt play in this channel? 
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[Musa] In all honesty, I prefer to talk about the results 
achieved between the Israelis and the Palestinians. We 
were in the outer circle of contacts and, when the need 
arose or we were asked, we provided assistance. 


[Peri] In other words, you were in the picture while the 
talks were conducted in Oslo? 


[Musa] Yes, we were in the picture. 


{Peri} It is said that the secret channel between Israelis 
and Palestinians opened in Egypt. And that it all began 
by accident, when Yosi Beilin and Shim’on Peres read 
some reports and realized that there was a chance for a 
breakthrough. 


[Musa] If that’s what they say, that’s fine with me. Peres 
and Beilin played important roles. And as you know, we 
were not outside the picture. We knew and we wanted 
this channel to succeed. We knew that the Madrid 
framework, which laid down that this gentleman would 
talk with that gentleman, had to be expanded. They did 
speak, in fact, but at some point, we judged that the 
normal channel was no longer yielding fruit. Time was 
being wasted. And more than the loss of time, we were 
afraid that we would lose the momentum. 


[Peri] And now we have among us a group who are 
offended and criticize the agreement that has been 
achieved. 


[Musa] I am very aware that there are those who are 
offended, but that is a marginal matter. You have 
offended people, and so does the Palestinian camp and 
so does the Arab world. I argue against them that the 
Palestinians and the Israelis have a perfect right to 
pursue contacts and not tell others. 


[Peri] Are you happy with the Gaza and Jericho plan? 


[Musa] As I understand the agreement, it is not just Gaza 
and Jericho but a declaration of principles with annexes 
and side agreements, one of which deals with Gaza and 
Jericho. I'm pleased by it as a whole. This is a step 
towards full autonomy, it is a transition to an interim 
period and towards a final arrangement. This file must 
finally be closed. 


[Peri] People among us are fearful. They’re afraid. They 
hold demonstrations against the agreement. 


[Musa] I’m aware of the fears. You're not the only one 
with apprehensive people. The other side also has those 
who are afraid and have reservations. They don’t know 
where things are headed. But they have to take the risk. 
Look, Egypt and Israel also took a risk. It worked out and 
proved itself. 


[Peri] Is Egypt taking part in the secret meetings now 
being conducted between Israeli defense officials and the 
Palestinians? 


[Musa] I know of the existence of these meetings, but we 
are not participants. 
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[Peri] How would Egypt react if problems arose in the 
Gaza Strip and Hamas [Islamic Resistance Movement] 
worked against you? 


[Musa] I definitely expect problems and I believe that 
there will be difficulties of misunderstanding, missteps, 
popular anger, personal frustrations and threats. Along 
with that, I hope, we won’t have the issue of terror. On 
this score, I rely on statements that "Arafat made this 
week. Even those who do not support the agreement 
have made clear that they will not employ physical 
violence as an expression of their opposition. 


[Peri] Our deputy minister of defense, Mordekhay Gur, 
announced this week that if problems crop up, the IDF 
[Israel Defense Forces] will return to the places it was 


supposed to vacate. 


[Musa] That was a gratuitous statement. Mr. Gur and 
others need to understand that problems are to be expected 
but that these problems cannot be allowed to lead us back. 
Problems have to be dealt with, and the Palestinians are 
the ones who will have to overcome problems of internal 
security in places where the independent government is to 
be declared. I don’t relish pronouncements of the sort 
made by Mr. Gur. It would be better to avoid threats and 
not talk about going back to square one. 


There were problems, too, when Egypt and Israel signed the 
peace agreement, and problems of security, but there were 
never any threats to go back to the previous situation. 


[Peri] One problem has already come up: Faruk Qadumi, 
the PLO’s number-two man, announced that he is 
against the agreement. Imagine what would happen if 
Arafat disappeared tomorrow or the day after. 


[Musa] During the democratic discussions held by the 
PLO’s top leadership, Qadumi expressed his opinion, 
and he has a position. But he definitely stands behind 
Arafat. It’s a fact! He accompanied ‘Arafat to Cairo, 
Damascus, Tunis and places where Arafat presented the 
agreement, and Qadumi stood by him. His opposition is 
an expression of opinion, nothing more. 


[Peri] That isn’t clear. Qadumi voted against the agree- 
ment. Do we have to be calm? 


[Musa] Even if the number-two man has taken a dif- 
ferent position, and even if he isn’t happy, he won’t take 
steps against it. And you always have to remember: 
There is a number three in the PLO and a number four. 
if something unfortunate were to happen to ‘Arafat, we 
have a signed agreement between the Government of 
Israel and the organization, which was confirmed by the 
Palestinian leadership, and they will honor it. 


[Peri] To Israelis, "Arafat is a terrorist who is willing to 
talk peace now but whose hands remain drenched in 
Israeli blood. 


[Musa] I’m aware of his image for you. When I met 
Israeli friends and intellectuals, I kept explaining to them 
that ‘Arafat has been the guiding spirit behind the peace 
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process all his life. You didn’t believe me, but we were 
sure of it. The man is firm and consistent on the subject 
of peace. 


[Peri] Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin has very serious 
reservations about ‘Arafat. It seems to me that he got 
along with Abu-Mazen and Nabil Sha’ath. But not with 
Arafat. 


[Musa] Fine. It’s Rabin’s right to have reservations about 
Arafat. Why not? The Palestinian side also has reserva- 
tions. Doubts and fears will remain. If the agreement 
succeeds, the question marks will be erased. 


[Peri] With your permission, let’s turn to Syria. Experi- 
ence teaches that without a secret channel, matters don’t 
move. That’s how it was with Dayan and Tuhami, 
between Abu-Mazen and Peres. The negotiations with 
Syria are stalled. 


[Musa] It’s impossible to apply one situation to another. 
With Syria, it seems to me that you need to conduct quiet 
diplomacy and not necessarily secret meetings. The 
Syrian-Israeli channel is different from the Israeli- 
Palestinian channel because only one issue is at stake. 
And that issue is defined: Is Israel willing to withdraw 
completely from the Golan Heights and is Syria ready for 
full peace. 


[Peri] And I ask you, Mr. Minister, is Syria ready for a 
full and genuine peace with Israel? 


[Musa] The answer still isn’t clear. We know that the 
Syrians are committed to attaining a full peace, and | 
quote as proof the Syrian foreign minister, Faruq al- 
Shar’, who said, everything for everything. Now we need 
to define the two “everythings.” 


[Musa] President al-Asad contends that he is prepared 
for “full peace,”” but without a Syrian embassy in Israel. 


[Musa] We still have not arrived at a complete clarifica- 
tion of full peace. And I would like to emphasize that, 
from our perspective, peace means a Syrian embassy 
with you and open borders. 


I have not gone into detail about the role that Egypt is 
fulfilling between Syria and Israel. But it certainly is not 
One similar to our role on the Palestinian track, which 
was a channel beset with problems, frustrations and 
points both large and small. Syria and Israel are sepa- 
rated now by only the question that I raised. 


[Peri] It has now been two years that Ambassador Itamar 
Rabinovitch and the Syrian ambassador, Mu’afaq ‘Alaf, 
have been going around in circles on the question of 
withdrawal-peace. There has been no progress. 


[Musa] That is precisely the problem. ‘Alaf argues, for 
two years I’ve been sitting across from Rabinovitch and 
asking if the Israeli Government will agree to full with- 
drawal from the Golan and I still haven't received an 
answer. And Rabinovitch, for his part, has not received 
a Satisfactory answer on the nature of full peace. 
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I believe that time will take care of things and that there 
is room for further effort around the negotiations circle. 
One of these efforts is the latest trip by American 
Secretary of State Christopher, in which he received 
clearer and sharper answers. 


[Peri] Is there a secret channel between Israel and Syria? 
[Musa] Not that I know of. I don’t think there is. 


[Peri] After Gaza and Jericho first, we’re now talking 
about Majdalshams first in an Israeli withdrawal in 
stages from the Golan Heights. 


[Musa] That’s one of the ideas. It’s a replica of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement. I’m still not sure that the 
Syrians will agree to it. Not everything that was achieved 
with the Palestinians can be achieved with the Syrians. 


I'll explain myself. There is a decided advantage to the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement because of the agreement 
on a transition period in which the sides study living 
with a certain situation. If there are complaints and 
demands, they can be met and changes made in the final 
arrangement. But there won't be an interim agreement 
with the Syrians. There will a final arrangement with a 
gradual withdrawal from land according to a timetable. 
That’s what will happen. 


[Peri] What is the significance of the Golan Heights for 
President al-Asad? Why does he insist on getting all of 
the Golan Heights? 


[Musa] The Golan Heights is Syrian land, which they lost 
in 1967. To make peace with Israel, they must get back 
this land. I would advise closing this file as soon as 
possible. 


I am also aware of the significance of the Golan Heights 
for Israelis. You argue that this is the place from which 
Syria threatened you. Fine, security arrangements will 
take care of that. 


[Peri] Whenever we speak about withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, the issue arises of the security balance of 
fear for us. 


[Musa] When was the last time you studied the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace agreement? I’m sure that, like me, you 
haven't looked at it in years. Why? Because a different 
atmosphere prevails on the ground. That’s how it will be 
with the Syrians, too. 


[Musa] In light of your talks with decisionmakers in 
Damascus, do you believe that they will allow the Golan 
settlements and towns to remain after withdrawal? 


[Musa] I don’t think they will agree to that. I can imagine 
how this is a problem for you, but you have to remember 
that it’s Syrian land. 


[Peri] While Israeli and Syrian delegations are con- 
ducting negotiations in Washington, Syrian newspapers 
continue to refer to us as the “Zionist enemy.” 
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[Musa] Don’t read those papers. They're full of propaganda. 
As far as they are concerned, until they feel a change, 
nothing has changed and you are the “Zionist enemy.” 


[Peri] How would you solve the problem? 
[Musa] On the basis of “everything for everything.” 


[Peri] And who can promise us that the peace that Syria 
offers us won’t be a cold peace? 


[Musa] Aha... This remark, about cold peace and warm 
peace, I expected that question. Don’t fall into the trap of 
definitions. First you create a framework for peace, and 
then you have to work at it, to warm it up. 


[Peri] I going back to your contacts with the Syrian 
leadership. Is it your opinion that less than a full with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights eventually be possible? 


[Musa] I don’t believe so. The Syrians will not agree. Why 
should there have been a complete withdrawal in the Sinai 
but not on the Golan? How can you demand full peace from 
them in return for less than full withdrawal? 


[Peri] How do you think of us? What are Israelis? 


[Musa] You are our neighbors. A very active society. Good 
people. It’s possible to cooperate and coexist with you, there 
are very many possibilities. On condition that the occupa- 
tion and the hostilities end. The sky’s the limit, as they say, 
for everything that goes into living together. 


You’re not a homogeneous society, you live a turbulent 
democratic life. There are those who oppose peace but | 
know that many Israelis want, and are very interested in, 
peace. 


[Peri] In your opinion, who is pushing harder for peace, 
Rabin or Peres? 


[Musa] I won’t answer that question. 


[Peri] Rabin is very reserved, he’s letting Peres contend 
with the media spoilight on peace. 


[Musa] Rabin is the prime minister and he is letting 
Peres act and get things done. And that’s good. We're 
pleased by the cooperation between them. It’s yielded 
fruit. Rabin seems reserved? So he’s reserved. He is a 
practical man. He gets interested in facts. Rabin and 
Peres together are a good combination. 


Al-Asad Said To Profit From Der’i Affair 


93AAO0ISS5B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 17 Aug 93 p 3 


[Commentary by Yosi Olmert] 


{ Text] Hafiz al-Asad bears no love for fundamentalist 
movements. He proved this in 1982, when he crushed 
the Islamic uprising in Hama, the fourth-largest city in 
Syria, in an operation that slaughtered 20,000 of the 
nation’s citizens. His alliance with Iran and Hizballah is 
nothing more than an expression of cold calculations 
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regarding politics in the Middle East. Nevertheless, it 
seems to me that Asad is beginning to develop a fondness 
for one of the region’s fundamentalist movements, and it 
is our SHAS [Torah Observing Sephardim]. Although I 
have no proof of this, it is clear to me that Asad can 
greatly profit from development of the affair, and so he 
has a clear interest in its current twists and turns. Like 
the Israeli public, he too was bombarded by the morning 
news and announcements emanating straight from the 
prime minister's office, according to which SHAS’ pos- 
sible withdrawal threatens the future of the government 
on the very eve of fateful political decisions. 


No fateful political decision is expected on the Palestinian 
plane. The mine the Palestinians set for us when they 
declared that their delegation was part of the PLO was 
artfully dodged by the government (no change in the 
Madrid formula, it pretended) but the deadend remains 
dead. The Palestinian position, as became apparent with 
renewal of the talks, is hard to digest even for our pliant 
government. Reason dictates, therefore, that expectations 
for a political breakthrough rest with the talks with Syria. 
Rumors, hints and signals abound as to a change in Syria’s 
position that would permit such a breakthrough. 


Publicly, the Syrians say nothing that would indicate a 
change in their position. On the contrary, Asad’s latest 
interview, in a Lebanese newspaper, suggests that he 
continues to expect that the Americans will put pressure 
on Israel and, say the Syrians, do so at the start of the 
current process. What’s more, Asad came down in the 
same interview on Christopher's Jewish advisers. At the 
same time, we hear of intensive missile shipments from 
North Korea to Syria. It is difficult to see in these 
deliveries too positive a message. 


And for all that, the persistent rumors that Asad has 
conveyed “something” to Rabin through Christopher have 
people thinking. Apparently, where there is smoke, there 
must be fire. The Syrians, it seems, have dropped hints of 
their readiness to consider a change in the nature of the 
talks, including giving a more prominent role to American 
mediation. They have also stated their willingness to talk 
about the nature of peace with Israel even though Israel has 
not explicitly and publicly bound itself to a pullback from 
the entire Golan Heights. People who have recently visited 
Damascus contend that the Syrians believe that such a 
promise will come. If this is how matters really stand, Asad 
is playing a game in which, from his perspective, he holds 
safe cards. All he needs to do is make some improvement 
in his positions on the outstanding issues in order to 
anticipate what he regards as a corresponding Israeli 
reaction on the territorial issue. 


It is precisely here that the link exists between the Der’! 
affair and the Israeli-Syrian negotiations. In the throes of 
the current crisis, the government is ever more depen- 
dent on a significant political achievement. The 
approaching round of talks with the Syrians begins at the 
end of August and will continue into the middle of 
September—a period of time that overlaps, more or less, 
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with the 45 days that the prime minister hoped to receive 
as an extension from the High Court of Justice. Matters 
became complicated and the High Court granted only 
two weeks, but Rabin’s interest in rapid progress with 
the Syrians remains. It is well-known that he feels the 
press of time and is eaver to show gains. If I were Asad, 
I would wait patienty for Israeli concessions while 
inscribing Arye Der’i’s name in the Syrian Ba’ath Party’s 
golden book. 


Depression Among Russian Immigrants Reported 


93A4A0150B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 
10 Aug 93 p 13 


[Article by Ora ’Arif] 


[Text] One-third of new Russian immigrants who have 
been in the country more than two years are suffering 
from anxiety severe enough to require treatment. This 
anxiety takes the form of depression, despair, fear, 
psychosomatic symptoms, and frequent visits to doctors 
and for psychological help. 


The level of distress is rising particularly among those 
imm ‘rants who have been here longer and is higher 
among them than in immigrants who have been in the 
country less than a year. Immigrants identify the primary 
cause of their anxiety as uncertainty regarding the future 
for themselves and their children. 


These findings come from a study conducted by Pro- 
fessor Yigal Ginat and Dr. Ya’aqgov Ritzner from the 
Talbiya psychiatric hospital, and by Dr. Ya’aqov Schultz 
of the Zionist Forum. The authors of the study came to 
the disturbing conclusion that we can expect to see levels 
of anxiety among the immigrants continue to rise. 


One thousand immigrants 18 years of age and older 
responded to the study questionnaires. Among those 
responding were immigrant physicians preparing to take 
licensing exams for practicing in the country, immi- 
grants taking courses to change professions, language- 
course students, and immigrants living in hotels. 


The study revealed that the level of anxiety among the 
respondents is significantly higher than that of the pop- 
ulation in general and that it goes up the longer the 
immigrant has been here. Among immigrants who 
arrived here within the past year, only 8 percent suffer 
from anxiety severe enough to require psychological 
treatment. Among immigrants who have been here two 
and one-half years, no less than 33 percent suffer from 
such anxiety. 


By comparison to data on Russian immigrants of the 
1970’s and 1980's, it appears that absorption was easier 
then. The level of anxiety among immigrants from the 
years 1970-1984 was close to the average of the general 
population. 


By contrasi, higher levels of anxiety were recorded at 
that time among Jews who immigrated from the Soviet 
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Union to the United States. That level exceeded the 
clinical standard and is very similar to the level of 
anxiety of those who have immigrated here within the 
past two years. 


“This phenomenon has grave social implications for the 
long term,” says Dr. Schultz. “Someone who now feels 
that he is in a state of anxiety passes on his frustration to 
his children and this condition is handed down from 
generation to generation. If one-third of the immigrants 
who have been here for two and one-half years suffer 
from a clinical state of depression, that will be mani- 
fested in the next generation.” 


Dr. Ritzner adds that nearly 10 percent of the immi- 
grants stated during the study that they have seen a 
psychologist or a psychiatrist. Another 29 percent said 
that they planned to do so soon. 


“The rising level of anxiety is not approaching an end,” 
says Prof. Gilat. “On the contrary, it is rising among 
those who have been here longer. I must emphasize that 
we are not talking about a population of sick people but 
of normal people whose anxiety is linked to their immi- 
gration. We think that a large component of the treat- 
ment must be done by professionals among the immi- 
grants themselves through group therapy. We’ve begun 
training professionals to perform such therapy. Very few 
of the 33 percent of the immigrants who were rated as 
suffering high anxiety are receiving treatment today.” 


The chairman of the Zionist Forum, Natan Sharansky, 
commented on the study’s findings. “Throughout all these 
years in which we have served as a sort of lobby for 
immigrants, we’ve often heard the claim that our work is 
unnecessary. The reason given was that the number of 
immigrants needing help was steadily declining. Our 
answer was the opposite. We believed that the immigrants 
felt that their mental condition was becoming worse and 
worse. This study proves that. Immigrants need to be given 
hope. We must offer them a strategic program with a 
budget. Only that will end their uncertainty and allow 
them to know what to expect in the future.” 


Medical Opposition to Weapons of Destruction 


93AA0ISIA Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 
27 Aug 93 p BS 


[Article by TZ. Rinat: “The Order of the Secret Keepers”) 


[Text] Even the Iranians have their own Vanunu—the 
opposition organization “Mujhidin Halaq,” which pub- 
lishes, from time to time, data on the production of 
nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons in its country. 
In contrast, in Israel, there is silence and hushing in 
everything related to these subjects. 


The supply of long-range missiles to Syria, and the 
information about the Chinese ship that is suspected of 
carrying chemical fighting means to Iran—ihese two 
things stood in the background of the talks of the 
demilitarization of weapons in the Middle East, which 
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were renewed last week in Geneva. The Middle East is a 
central destination of the business of means of mass 
destruction and one of the central arenas for its devel- 
opment, and what unites the countries that are partners 
in this activity is the lack of cooperation with the 
attempts being made in the world to monitor these 
means and prevent their distribution. Israel has not 
signed the treaty for the nondistribution of nuclear 
weapons, and it prevents the monitoring of its nuclear 
installations. Iran and Iraq have signed this treaty, but it 
does not keep them from continuing to construct the 
nuclear groundwork and the groundwork for the produc- 
tion of biological and chemical means of destruction. 


Less than a year ago, the Iranian opposition organization, 
Mujhidin Halaq, published data on the efforts of the 
regime in Iran to obtain weapons of mass destruction. 
Clear propaganda purposes stand behind the Mujhidin’s 
publications, but the organization has sources of informa- 
tion inside of Iran, and in recent months, some of the data 
published by its people have been verified. According to 
the organization, the effort to develop mass [destructive] 
weapons is being centralized by the revolution guards. 
More than 50 foreign experts are conducting the develop- 
ment projects, most of them dealing with the construction 
of Iran’s nuclear installations. Two experts who were 
recruited for particularly high salaries came from Kazak- 
stan and Turkmenistan, and other experts came from 
China and Hungary. According to the Mujhidin, Iran has 
already signed a transaction to purchase four nuclear 
warheads from Kazakstan, which alone retains more than 
1,000 strategic warheads, but the transaction has not yet 
been carried out. 


The Iranians broke the ground in the development of 
weapons of mass destruction after President Rafsan- 
jani’s visit to China a year ago, during the course of 
which cooperative agreements between the two countries 
were signed. Since then, the construction of installations 
for the production of weapons has continued throughout 
Iran. Adjacent to the city of Isfahan, a small nuclear 
reactor is already in operation, some of its installations 
camouflaged or built beneath the ground. The construc- 
tion of 40 percent of the installations was completed by 
experts from China and Russia, which do not come in 
contact with one another. 


One of the central sites of the Iranian nuclear industry is 
the site of Goran, adjacent to the Caspian Sea. The 
Iranians signed an agreement with the Russians for the 
construction of two civilian reactors with 440 megawatts 
at that location, and, according to the Mujhidin, they 
have joined some of the Russian technicians and scien- 
tists working at that location so that they would help 
them use the reactors for military purposes. At the site in 
Bandar ‘Abas, the Iranians set up a production line for 
ballistic missiles, and even conducted in it, with the 
assistance of a German company, experiments in turning 
American Silkworm missiles into long-range missiles. 
They also conducted experiments in mounting nuclear 
warheads onto long-range missiles. 
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One of the most secret of the Iranian sites is located 
adjacent to a uranium mine in Yazed, which is in central 
Iran. All members of the team who work in that location 
are brought to it in a closed vehicle—so that they will not 
be able to identify its exact location. The Iranian effort to 
develop biological and chemical warfare weapons is also 
continuing at full force. At Marbadesht, east of the 
Persian Gulf, the Iranians are manufacturing mustard 
gas. In 1987, a fire broke out there, causing the deaths of 
400 people. At the site of Qaraj, which is one of the 
largest sites in Iran for the development of weapons of 
mass destruction of various types, the Iranians are 
dealing with the development of biological weapons. 


Iran and North Korea are currently the two countries 
Closest to joining the countries that already have nuclear 
weapons in their possession. The report by the Interna- 
tional Institute in Search of Peace, in Stockholm, pub- 
lished five months ago, pointed out that, in Iran, there are 
50 sites in which natural uranium can be mined. In the 
Institute’s estimation, Iran will develop a nuclear bomb 
within five to seven years. The North Koreans have, 
according to Japanese sources that the Institute quotes, 16 
to 24 kg of plutonium, from which two or three bombs can 
be produced. The KGB claims that North Korea succeeded 
in smuggling 56 kg of plutonium out of Russia. 


Israel, the prestigious Swedish institute has determined, 
has much more impressive achievements than those of 
North Korea and Iran in the development of nuclear 
weapons. At the end of 1991, Israel had, according to the 
Institute’s data, 240 to 415 kg of plutonium, from which 
it is possible to produce dozens of nuclear warheads. A 
typical nuclear warhead contains between 3 to 5 kg of 
plutonium. The Institute estimates that Israel already 
has 100 warheads, as well as hydrogen bombs. It also 
claims that Israel has nuclear mines in the Golan 
Heights. 


According to estimates, there are 1,000 tons of pluto- 
nium and 1,300 tons of enriched uranium, the two 
materials that are used to produce nuclear weapons. 
One-fifth of the amount of plutonium, one of the most 
deadly materials ever created by man, came from the 
control of the five official nuclear superpowers (Com- 
monwealth states, the United States, France, Britain, 
and China). 


A year ago, members of the organization “Physicians 
Against Nuclear War’ published the most extensive 
report to date on plutonium, in which they pointed out 
that civilian reactors, in which use of this material is 
being made, can be converted into military installations 
without requiring a basic technological change. “Pluto- 
nium has, despite the dangers accompanying its use, an 
almost transcendental power, just as gold did in earlier 
times,” wrote the members of the physicians’ organiza- 
tion. “Currently, they are continuing to produce the 
material, to store it and transfer it from place to place.” 
Included with the countries that have stored great quan- 
tities of plutonium is Japan, which has already pur- 
chased 30 tons. “The Japanese say that the plutonium is 
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for civilian purposes,” says Professor Ernesto Kahn, 
head of the Israeli branch of the physicians’ organiza- 
tion, “but can someone guarantee that during 22,000 
years, the period of the half-life of the material, that a 
military use of the material will not be made?” 


The plutonium is a commodity in demand among man- 
ufacturers of reactors and nuclear weapons, because it is 
one of the single materials, together with uranium, that 
can cause a split-chain reaction, following which large 
quantities of energy can be produced. The required 
amount of plutonium in order to produce the critical 
mass, which is essential for the creation of the nuclear 
chain reaction is much smaller that the amount of 
uranium. According to foreign sources, Israel began 
producing plutonium in 1972. Mordekhai Vanunu told 
the SUNDAY TIMES that Israel produced 40 kg of the 
material every year. 


The branch of the organization Physicians Against Nuclear 
War in Israel, to which 200 physicians belong, held a 
conference entitled: “What Is Stopping a Public Discus- 
sion on the Subject of Nuclear Weapons in Israel” at the 
beginning of the month. Its participants sharply criticized 
the policy of self-censorship existing in Israel on this topic. 
“We are referring to a sort of order of secret keepers, which 
bestows the sense of power to every new member that joins 
it,” indicated attorney Avigdor Feldmann. “Even Yosi 
Sarid, who is willing to express himself on any subject, tells 
us to stop worrying that everything is all right, because he, 
too, has been drawn in and has joined the order after 
someone included him in the secrets.” 


Prof. Kahn tried to clarify how Israel voted at the time of 
the discussion three months ago at an international con- 
ference on health issues, on the proposal of a decision to 
declare the use of nuclear weapons illegal, but he did not 
succeed in getting an answer from the health minister or 
other elements. “In my democratic country, I cannot know 
how the people representing me voted on such an impor- 
tant issue,” says Kahn, adding that the nuclear countries 
opposed the decision to declare the use of nuclear weapons 
illegal. They understood that this does not refer on to the 
use of weapons at the time of a nuclear war, but, essen- 
tially, its development for military purposes.” 


Members of the organization Physicians Against Nuclear 
War are concentrating on the distribution of information 
on the health and environmental dangers of weapons of 
mass destruction, with an effort to avoid political 
activism. They are also willing to cooperate with physi- 
cians from countries like Iran and Iraq, even though it is 
clear that they are not looking to express criticism over 
the use of ihe weapons in their lands. Prof. Kahn says 
that a nuclear attack would decidedly cause massive 
harm. “Do not let them fool us with means of self- 
defense—because there are none.” According to him, an 
attack by chemical weapons would also cause severe 
harm, despite the means of self-defense: “In an exercise 
in self-defense in the face of chemical weapons, held four 
years ago in one of the large hospitals in Israel, the 
medical team was surprised by the large number of 
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wounded and by the possibility that it would have to 
chose who not to treat because of the inability to treat all 
of the wounded.” 


Even means of self-defense against biological weapons, 
the most mysterious of all of the fighting means of mass 
destruction, are not considered productive, as became 
evident from the testimony of scientists and physicians 
who have become published in recent years. Neil Levitt, 
who worked as a researcher in the American Military 
Institute for the Research of Infectious Diseases, says 
that the development of immunizations and antibiotic 
materials against biological weapons is useless. 
According to him, there is a large number of types of 
bacteria and viruses, and with the help of the technolo- 
gies of genetic engineering, it is possible to significantly 
increase their number and produce disease-causing types 
that the existing immunizations cannot destroy. 


Levitt pointed out that storing biological weapons 
involve great risks. “The American Army has 100 or 
more freezers loaded with the most dangerous viruses in 
the world. If some sort of failure were to occur, the 
viruses would enter the environment and cause enor- 
mous harm.” In information published this week by the 
International Organization for the Defense of Primates 
(the more advanced monkeys on whom they often per- 
form biological weapons experiments) it was stated that, 
according to one theory that explains the spread of 
AIDS, (a theory with no factual basis to date), this is a 
virus that was artificially developed as a_ biological 
weapon, and in some way or other got out. 


Many of those opposed to the production and storage of 
weapons of mass destruction in Israel and in the world 
claim that the international treaties for the nondistribu- 
tion of the weapons are not enough. According to them, 
countries must sign agreements on the matter of regions 
that are clear of weapons of mass destruction, that would 
also include mutual monitoring of installations. Mem- 
bers of the Israeli branch of the organization Physicians 
Against Nuclear War say that Israel, too, must adopt this 
viewpoint. This is the government's official viewpoint, 
says Ernesto Kahn, but they are not taking any effective 
steps in that direction. According to him, the viewpoint 
of warning about the Israeli nuclear option has not 
proved itself. It has not prevented the spread of conven- 
tional weapons in the Middle East, the attacks of Scud 
missiles on Israel or terrorist attacks. It has also not 
curbed the Arab effort to obtain weapons of mass 
destruction. “If I were responsible for the nuclear issue, 
I would declare exactly what I have and also make some 
sort of gesture,” says Kahn. “I would allow visits to the 
nuclear installations to convince them of my authen- 
ticity, but I would not allow examinations as long as an 
agreement was not obtained. We must reach such an 
agreement before signing a peace agreement, otherwise, 
we will remain with great danger.” 
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Land Concessions to al-Asad, Hitler Compared 


934A0151B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 20 Aug 93 p 14 


[Article by A. Sharon: “*Cracks in the Stone”) 


[Text] Above the port of Yaffo, with friends, at a late hour 
of the evening. A pretty stone building, a terrific apart- 
ment, furnished and fashioned in unusually good taste. 
Relaxing, pleasant conversation about growing plants next 
to the sea, about the planting and grafting of trees and 
flowers, about music, about the rare recording ‘Mahler 
Plays Mahler,” about the wonderful Hebrew songs of the 
host. Thick, solid walls, a feeling of stability, of perma- 
nence, of the strength of stone on a shoreline cliff. 


Passing looks from the wonderful hostess to the lights of 
the fishing boats going out to the mouth of the ancient 
port, and resting on the hand of one of the guests, on 
which his personal number from the Nazi concentration 
camp is stamped. A very intelligent man, with manners, 
with rich personal experiences. Everything is so pleasant 
and quiet. “Perhaps this will be an evening that we can 
just enjoy,” I try to hope. 


“And what about the peace process,” the question I 
feared is suddenly thrown out. “In light of Syria equip- 
ping itself with Scud missiles, is it not worthwhile to 
hurry and sign a peace agreement with them, even 
though there are painful concessions in it?” And the 
questioner also gave the answer, even before I was able to 
respond. ‘There is no choice; we must concede to Syria, 
because it is arming itself.” 


And what will we concede to Iran, I reflect—it, too, is 
arming itself. Is Iran doing this because of the Golan, 
because of Judaea, Samaria, and Gaza? Iran is arming 
itself because of the fanatical Islam that rules there, that is 
contributing millions to “liberate” Jerusalem. This is the 
same extremist Islam that is now threatening the regime of 
Egypt. with whom we have signed a peace treaty, and is 
calling to overthrow Mubarag. One bullet by Muslim 
murderers is liable to return it to our enemy’s camp. 


Do these processes depend on the territories? The oppo- 
site; only if we continue to hold these strategic handles 
will we be able to ensure our security in the face of these 
processes, which we have no control over. 


I am reminded of the pacifists’ excuses in Europe of the 
1930’s, which justified Hitler’s armament campaign. 
“We are going toward peace, we will appease him, we 
will give him territories, and he will not fight”—so they 
said then. 


“Hitler's word is his word, he honors his obligations, he 
is evenly balanced, he is serious, he is responsible.” Thus 
they explained the ‘peace agreement” then in Munich, 
which included territorial concessions that were made in 
order to appease Hitler. All of this has already happened 
and the results are known. Destruction and ruin, mil- 
lions of fatalities and the most horrible of all—the 
elimination of one-third of the Jewish people, 6 million 
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Jews, among them more than a million and a half 
children. Generations will pass before the Jewish people 
will succeed in overcoming that horrible tragedy, if at all. 


In the same words, forcefully exact, the prime minister, 
his idiotic ministers, and a few of our commanders are 
presenting the Syrian dictator—in order to justify deliv- 
ering the Golan Heights into his hands. And this despite, 
and because of, the rate of armament of that crazy one, 
including many Scud missiles and an abundance of 
chemical weapons, and despite his standing behind the 
terrorism in Lebanon. ‘*Al-Asad is a very serious leader, 
very talented, very responsible, very skillful,” says our 
chief of staff in a radio broadcast to the nation. And the 
Jews believe, have always believed—and have always 
paid the price for this. 


Opposite the false prophecies of approaching peace, | 
can do nothing but wish our government that its false 
estimations will crystallize. If only it would succeed in 
bringing peace to the State of Israel. 


In a democratic country, everyone is allowed to hold his 
Own opinion, and if this government succeeds in 
bringing real peace according to its views, no one will be 
able to stand in its way. 


But, to my great regret, it is actually this government that 
has buried the peace process, and it is not capable of 
supplying the goods that it promised to the voters—not 
despite its concessions, but actually because of its 
unending concessions. 


Unfortunately, the government is talking in different 
voices that are guaranteeing peace now, peace within six 
months, peace within nine months, peace by the end of 
the year. 


While the enemy, which is arming itself at an alarming 
rate, paid attention to the withdrawal competition being 
held publicly in Jerusalem; why should he even give 
peace to a group of businessmen that is willing to be 
far-reaching in concessions with every new delivery of 
Scuds to Damascus and with every additional campaign 
of murder that the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO), with ‘Arafat at the head, is conducting. 


Why should Hamas [Islamic Resistance Movement] stop 
murdering if its expelled men, whose return they are 
moving forward, were sent away for no more than a few 
months’ vacation at a health farm in the mountains of 
Lebanon? Why should the Hizballah stop its murderous 
ambushes in Lebanon when they gave it and its Syrian 
operators permission to operate in the security zone as 
part of the “understandings” that the government 
bragged so much about? 


Since when did the Arabs obligate us to concede our 
strategic positions because of every additional pur- 
chasing campaign that they have been conducting 
abroad? When, in the War of Independence, when we 
had nothing? 





28 NEAR EAST 


Was it in the Qadesh operation, when Soviet weapons 
flowed to Egypt, and we had only begun to receive the 
initial weapons shipments from the French, part of 
which were parachuted to us in the Sinai at the height of 
the war? 


Would have happened in the Six-Day War, when the 
Arab armies were gathered on our borders equipped with 
the best weapons? Did we concede our rights then or 
Strategic positions only because the enemy armed itself, 
or because of this did we know that we must not 
concede? Then we acted like a nation. We apparently 
had a stately behavior, the behavior of an independent 
people, for only short periods of time. In the last one 
hundred years, only from the end of World War II in 
1945 up until the Six-Day War in 1967. Since then, we 
have been in a decline. 


A Jewish state will not exist in the Middle East if its 
leaders educate the public that they must raise their 
hands and retreat with all of the terrorist activity or the 
dispatch of Scud missiles or other weapons, which 
appear every now and then on the Arab side. Such a state 
will not be able to defend itself for long. 


The conversation goes on and on. “But the Syrians are 
giving guarantees, we can depend on them,” persisted one 
of the participants, “and, anyway, this is your opinion, but 
many commanders claim that it is possible to retreat to the 
1967 borders; what, don’t they understand?” 


I was reminded of the head of the American joint chiefs 
of staff, General Wiler, who, at the time, was asked to 
present President Johnson with the American staffs’ 
estimates—what is the minimal amount of territory that 
Israel must retain in order to defend itself in case of war. 
The territories included all of the Golan Heights and 
even parts of the Sinai, and almost all of Judaea, 
Samaria, and Gaza. 


I thought of General Kelly, head of operations in the U.S. 
Army at the time of the Gulf War, who expressed: “It is not 
possible to defend Jerusalem without the depth of Judaea 
and Samaria.” And of the warning, only recently, of the 
current head of the U.S. joint chiefs of staff, General Colin 
Powell, who mustered the foreign forces, and who said: 
“Beware of the Syrians and the Iranians.” 


These are professional military men who know that you 
cannot depend on the “interpretation of the enemy’s 
logic” by “experts” to that being done consciously by 
him, relating to that which he says and his intentions. 
They have known for a long time that for the needs of 
security and the guarantee of survival, there is no real 
importance to the enemy’s intentions (nor to the political 
situation expressing them, such as a “peace treaty’’)}— 
only to his abilities and his actions. Even those who have 
erred in the past in this matter were finally cured after 
Munich and Hitler. 


Israel is the only country in the world whose military 
commanders, defense minister and government give a 
decisive value to the declarations of the enemy and to 
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achieving a certain political situation, and almost com- 
pletely ignore the abilities and actions of the enemy, a 
fact that may bring about a military defeat that would 
mean the end of the State of Israel. 


The wonderful dinner was finished, a light fog fell on the 
lights of the returning fishing boats, a westerly wind 
began to blow and slightly eased the heavy heat that 
stood in the air. I do not know if I succeeded in 
convincing someone. The lying brainwashing is so deep, 
that it has already blurred the real meaning of the 
conflict between us and the Arabs—the essence of our 
being here. The damage that the government has already 
caused is heavy. 


On our way out, | look again at the beautiful stone walls 
that, earlier, seemed to me solid and strong, so stable, 
and it appeared to me that deep cracks resulted in them. 


Rise in Average Wage for Jan-May Period 


93AA0I55A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 6 Sep 93 p 3 


{Article by Hagar Enosh] 


[Text] For the first time following a long period of 
erosion in wages, the months January-May 1993, saw the 
start of a real rise in the average wage in the economy 
along with a drop in the unemployment rate. The 
director of the Histadrut’s institute of economic and 
social research, Dr. Ruby Nathanson, reported yesterday 
that compared to the same period last year, the first five 
months of this year registered a real rise of 1.9 percent in 
wages in the public sector and 1.4 percent in the private 
sector. The average increase in the economy is 1.5 
percent for this period, while the average wage is 3,236 
shekels per month. 


Nathanson announced that the average level of wages in 
the private sector is more than 20 percent higher than the 
average level in the public sector. 


The effect of the closure, which was imposed on the 
territories at the end of March, was felt especially in the 
construction industry. Wages for labor in this sector 
declined throughout the year and continued the drop 
begun in 1991-1992, the two unprecedented peak years 
in construction. During the first five months of this year, 
that trend was reversed despite a slowdown in housing 
starts. Labor wages rose by 9.6 percent on average, 
compared to the same months in 1992. A similar though 
milder trend was recorded in agriculture: wages for 
agricultural workers rose during these five months by 3.6 
percent compared to the previous year. 
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LIBYA 


Thai Officials Comment on Workers in Weapons 
Plant 


93SE0277A Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 1, 2 Sep 93 


[1 Sep pp 1, 3} 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] On the morning of 31 August 
at the Ministry of Interior, during a review of the weekly 
government activities, General Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the 
minister of defense, asked Mrs. Amphon Chulananan, the 
director-general of Labor Skills Development Department, 
to inform those at the meeting about the situation con- 
cerning Thai laborers in Libya. There have been reports 
that Thais are working in a plant there that produces 
nuclear weapons. [passage omitted] 


“That plant is located in Tripoli, the capital of Libya. 
The United States did not say how many Thai workers 
are working at that plant. All Gen. Chawalit was told was 
that the United States has set an October deadline for 
turning over the criminals in the bombing of an aircraft 
that resulted in the deaths of American citizens. If Libya 
does not do this, the United States may take action. It is 
feared that if it does take action, that could affect the 
Thai laborers in Libya. The United Nations has a boy- 
cott against nuclear weapons. Gen. Chawalit has said 
that Thailand will act in accord with the United Nations’ 
resolution,” said a news source. 


After the meeting, Mrs. Amphon told reporters that there 
are now about 25,000 Thais in Libya. Of these, only 
5,000 have traveled there legally by applying through the 
Labor Skills Development Department. The rest have 
gone there illegally, with most going directly from 
Malaysia to Libya. The Labor Skills Development 
Department does not have any clear evidence to deter- 
mine whether Thai workers are in fact working at that 
weapons plant. 


“From what we know, there are about 200 people there. 
But they are engaged in water filtration work. What is 
worrisome is that if the United States bombs Libya, we 
don’t know what we can do to help those workers,” said 
Mrs. Amphon. 


A report from the Labor Skills Development Depart- 
ment stated that because the department does not have 
any evidence to confirm this, recently, officials were sent 
from Thailand to Libya to investigate the matter. Those 
Officials carried diplomatic passports. But when they 
arrived, they couldn’t determine the facts, because they 
weren’t allowed to get near anyone working at the plant 
said to be a nuclear weapons plant. All they could see was 
a wall that was taller than a three-story building on an 
area encompassing approximately 100 rai. 


Mr. Suthat Ngoenmun, the deputy minister of interior, 
said that it is believed that those 200 Thais are engaged 
in water filtration work rather than the production of 
weapons. But he is concerned about all 25,000 Bihais 


? 
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working in Libya. Because if the United States attacks 
Libya, the government will have to find a way to help 
them get out of Libya safely. Thus, this is a very 
important matter. 


[2 Sep pp 1, 28} 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Mr. Suthat Ngoenmun, the 
deputy minister of interior, was interviewed on | Sep- 
tember at the Ministry of Interior about the preparations 
made to move the 25,000 Thais working in Libya. The 
United States has given Libya a deadline, and that could 
affect these workers. Mr. Suthat said that not all of the 
Thai workers who are working at the weapons production 
plant in Libya traveled there legally. Only 10,000 of those 
25,000 Thais traveled there legally. As for moving these 
people, the same method used to move workers out of 
Kuwait and Iraq will be used. Budget funds will be used to 
pay for this, with the exact amount depending on the 
number of people and the means used to transport them. 
The question now is whether those workers know that the 
United States is planning to launch an attack, because 
entering and leaving the weapons plant is rather difficult. 


“There are 200 Thais working at a plant that produces 
clean water for a chemical weapons plant. They are not 
directly involved in producing the weapons. As for Thai 
workers going to work there without going through the 
proper channels here, we still can’t control that, because 
they go there on a foreign visa. However, steps are being 
taken to deal with this. This matter will be submitted at 
a meeting of the interior ministry’s legal section on 3 
September. Employment agencies will be prohibited 
from sending people to work in plants that produce 
chemical weapons and other types of weapons. Penalties 
will include both imprisonment and fines,” said Mr. 
Suthat. He added that there are three private Thai 
companies that the United States suspects of sending 
people to engage in weapons production work. One of 
these is the SPC Suphachok Company Ltd. Labor Skills 
Development officials withdrew the license of this com- 
pany in March 1992. The other two companies are the 
W. and M. Associates Company Ltd. and the Handle 
Group Company Ltd. The latter company does not have 
a license to arrange jobs or a lawful office. [passage 
omitted] 


In an interview, Mr. Pratchayathawi Tawethikun, the 
deputy under secretary of foreign affairs, said that if a 
crisis arises and the United States does bomb Libya in 
October, the aid committee, which is composed of 
officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Min- 
istry of Interior, and the National Security Council, has 
formulated three plans to provide help. One is to move 
the Thai laborers to a safe location in Libya. Another is 
to move them to safety through Egypt and Tunisia. The 
third is to transport them to Malta by sea. A refugee 
center will be set up in order to send them home. The 
planning and costs will be coordinated with the compa- 
nies that employ them. 








30 NEAR EAST 


“The U.S. bombing attacks might not effect the Thai 
workers, because they are not working in strategic areas. 
The major concern is that Libya may use them as 
hostages. That happened once before when Thai workers 
went to work in a Libyan security sector. The Thai 
Government did not think that that was safe and so we 
negotiated their return. But one of the conditions set by 
Libya was that all Thai workers in Libya would have to 
leave,” said Mr. Pratchayathawi. He added that the 
United States has warned Thailand about this several 
times. But so far, nothing has been done. But this time, 
it’s uncertain if the United States and its allies will take 
action against Libya. If they do, he said that he hopes the 
United States will warn Thailand in advance so that 
preparations can be made to move the Thai workers. 


Mr. Sakthip Krairuk, the director-general of the Infor- 
mation Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said 
that most of the Thai workers in Libya are involved in 
construction and irrigation work for large Korean, 
Italian, and German companies. The United States has 
asked the permanent members of the UN Security 
Council to impose monetary and economic sanctions on 
Libya. This resolution will go into effect in October. 
They probably won’t bomb Libya. Because if they do, 
many countries will condemn the United States for 
harming innocent people in Libya. 


MOROCCO 


Daily Calls For Forces’ Withdrawal From Somalia 


934F0776C London AL-ASHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 7 Aug 93 p 2 


{Unattributed article: “Newspaper Calls For Withdrawal 
of Moroccan Forces From Somalia”) 


[Text] Rabat—The AL-ITTIHAD AL-ISHTIRAKI 
{Socialist Union] newspaper, published by the Socialist 
Union of Popular Forces, has called for the withdrawal 
of Moroccan forces from Somalia. The newspaper said, 
in an editorial published yesterday, that the interna- 
tional troops had become a party to the Somali civil war, 
citing, in this conclusion, a report prepared by a UN 
expert, an American, which indicated that some interna- 
tional troops were carrying out actions, which were 
motivated by revenge and lacked any legal justification. 


“The sending of Moroccan forces to Somalia,” the 
newspaper said, “derived its legitimacy from the human- 
itarian nature of the action and the legitimacy of inter- 
national intervention, but now that the humanitarian 
and legal character of the operation have become 
dubious, the soundest move is to withdraw Morocco’s 
forces so that Morocco will not be involved in things it 
should not be involved in.” 


Moroccan forces in Somalia have worked hard to pro- 
vide humanitarian and medical services to the Somalis. 
The Moroccan Government has also sent material aid to 
Somalia many times. 
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The Moroccan forces took part in only one battle, when 
the United Nations decided to attack the headquarters of 
General Mohamed Farah Aidid; a Moroccan officer with 
the rank of colonel was killed. 


Plans To Manage Energy Shortage Discussed 


93AF0804A Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 27 Aug 93 p 3 


{Article by Djamila Bouchra: “Consensus on Managing 
the Shortage’’—first two paragraphs are LA VIE 
ECONOMIQUE introduction] 


[Text] Load sharing: The objective to be achieved is 
reducing consumption by between 20 to 30 percent. 


The capacities of the hydroelectric power plants have 
dropped drastically. To cope with this, the National 
Electricity Office [ONE] is making the rounds to draw up 
jointly a plan to manage the energy shortage. The first 
moves have been made in the Ain Sebaa industrial zone. 
This choice is justified by the high concentration of 
industrial plants in that area. Be this as it may, bringing 
this consensus about, beginning now, represents a major 
step that has been taken to put together the plan to 
manage the energy shortage. It remains to be seen what 
the economic repercussions will be, since the industrial 
sector has suffered so much from ill-timed load sharing. 


With the launching of the consciousness raising and 
informational campaign for dealing with managing elec- 
trical energy one month away, the ONE is working 
overtime. The 100 MW [megawattts] structural deficit 
was made worse this summer by the effects of the 
drought and its constraints. 


The absence of participation by industrial consumers 
from the use plan for the electrical load made it hard if 
not impossible to match the supply of and the demand 
for electricity. Getting everyone to pitch in, then, is one 
of the ONE’s most urgent steps. 


Indeed the first effort of this kind to have been started 
since last October did not achieve the anticipated results. 
A number of industrialists who were insufficiently aware 
of the problem did not play the game according to the 
ONE. But on this issue certain industrialists said flatly: 
“the failure of the first effort was due essentially to the 
terrible, ill-timed cuts to which we were subjected.” 


In other words, the industrialists’ first negative reaction 
resulted in a lack of discipline in the area of moving 
aside at peak hours and managing production schedules. 


At the ONE, they poiit out on this issue that the 
unannounced cuts often happen as a result of incidents, 
breakdowns or wear and tear on a parameter, “such as an 
increase in one pump’s temperature.” “A number of 
reasons that are beyond our control are at the root of our 
cuts,” said Mr. A. Sekkaki, the production and transpor- 
tation director at the ONE. And he added that “at all 
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costs industrialists must demonstrate that they under- 
stand, all the more so since the Office is working under 
the most difficult conditions to ensure a balance between 
electricity production and demand.” 


Rotation 


To resolve this equation, then, the ONE has adopted a 
new strategy to make everyone take part and better 
organize the shortage by seeking unanimity in the 
affected sectors. 


To this end several meetings have been held at the seat of 
Ain Sebaa-Hay Mohammadi prefecture bringing 
together prefecture authorities, representatives of the 
RAD [expansion not given], the ONE, and industrialists. 


The aim of these meetings has been to get all the 
concerned parties to take part so as to draw up a joint 
plan to reduce the electrical load. The drought has 
persisted, reducing hydroelectric power to such a degree 
that it accounts for only 3 percent of all installed power. 
Doing which, one hydroelectric power plant is shut down 
each month and heating equipment is overutilized. 


This makes load sharing unavoidable. To deal with this 
unbearable situation, the ONE has decided to make 
users take part actively and effectively. An oversight 
committee has been set up to study and implement a 
program for cuts. 


One of the measures adopted as part of this program is 
the establishment of a rotation system for energy use. 
Three groups of industrialists have been set up to 
observe this rotation system, which will allow each one 
of them to work two consecutive Sundays out of six 
rotation weeks. 


Furthermore, these same groups must turn off their 
power from 1800 to 2300 during the summer and from 
1700 to 2200 during the winter on two successive days 
during the work week. Effective in September, this plan 
seems to have gotten everyone’s consent. Might there be 
other alternatives? Far from it! 


Mr. Chahed Ouazzani, the president of the FIMME (the 
Federation of Metallurgical, Mechanical, and Electrical 
Industries), believes that what is involved here is “‘a major 
decision that will make it possible to reduce electrical 
energy consumpation through competition by 20 to 30 
percent. Furthermore, industrialists will be able to orga- 
nize their work according to their priorities,” he added. 
The essential part of this measure lies in the fact that 
industrialists be alerted to the cuts they will have to 
endure. 


Discipline in Place 


It remains to be pointed out that the success of this 
program undoubtedly depends on strictly observing the 
industrialists’ commitments. 


If one of the groups failed to comply with the rotation 
cycle, the cuts plan would automatically be disrupted. In 
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any event, industrialists seem resolved to demonstrate 
all the requisite discipline: “‘we don’t have a choice,” 
FIMME’s president observed. 


It goes without saying that small consumers will benefit 
from the raft of advantages from this measure. Especially 
since an arsenal of accompanying measures is anticipated. 
Among other things, preparations will be made for the 
information and consciousress raising campaign by 
Shem’s and Public’s and a plan will be launched to reduce 
the consumption of electrical energy for public lighting. 


Achieving consensus on this strategy represents a major 
step for the ONE. It was not a small victory. However, 
we should wonder what the economic repercussions of 
this plan will be. 


For businessmen, it is too early to talk of its impact to 
the extent that the program has not yet started. 


Bearing the Pain Patiently 


To deal with economic efficiency, one other alternative 
has been put forward: all industrialists have been autho- 
rized to work at night and with a full load. However, 
some of these industrialists cite one precondition: the 
option of night work is possible only if security and 
transport conditions for workers are complied with. 
Failing that, such a solution would be very complex. In 
that eventuality, will certain industrialists have the 
courage to bear their pain patiently, all the more so since 
there would only be one year “‘to stretch out’? With the 
start up of Tit Mellil’s gas turbines, whose power has 
been increased from 200 to 300 MW, and of Tetouan’s 
(100 MW) at the end of April 1994, and of Jorf Lasfer’s 
at the end of the same year, the structural deficit should 
be reabsorbed. The most sceptical (and those who are the 
richest) will not wait for these dates or the first autumn 
rains. They will already have acquired an electrical 
generating group! 


Country’s Privatization Projects Accelerated 


93AF0776A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
18 Jul 93 p 3 


[Unattributed article: “With the Broad Approval of 
Moroccan Expatriates in Europe, Foreign Participation 
is 21 Percent of New Investment’’} 


[Text] Now that Morocco has recently been able to emerge 
from its foreign debt crisis, its economic indicators have 
begun to show a marked revival, with an increase in the 
confidence of foreign banks and investors. 


One sign of that is that Morocco was able to obtain, a few 
days ago, a $25 million loan from the European financial 
market, after having been blocked from it for nearly 10 
years, since the agreement to reschedule its debts. 


Morocco has also enjoyed the attention of international 
investment institutions since the beginning of the cur- 
rent year, after the rise in the purchase prices of payable 











32 NEAR EAST 


foreign debt from 42 percent to 65 percent of its nominal 
value in the secondary market. 


Analysts said that the value of foreign investments in 
Morocco rose, over the past five years, nearly fourfold, to 
approximately $500 million, and is expected to rise 
again during the current year. 


Foreign investments in Morocco now represent 21 per- 
cent of its total new investments, giving it one of the 
world’s highest such rates. 


On the same front, the process of privatizing industrial, 
agricultural, and service companies has become one of 
the most important factors in promoting economic per- 
formance and encouraging foreign investors to partici- 
pate in its development. 


The objective of the privatization program is to sell 112 
government companies, whose shares offered to local 
and foreign investors and Moroccans residing abroad 
will amount to nearly $2 billion by the end of 1995. 
Minister of Commerce, Industry, and Privatization 
Moulay Zine Zahidi said that this year 27 companies and 
11 hotels will be sold, and the Casablanca stock exchange 
will be developed so that it may arrange the offering of 
the companies that are candidates for privatization. 


The largest privatizations so far have included the Swiss 
Bank Holder Bank for 51 percent of the shares of 
CICOR, the Moroccan Cement Company, which was 
sold in full for 1.2 billion Moroccan dirhams{[DH] ($134 
million). The largest privatization prior to that brought 
only DH320 million, when the the Moroccan Bus Com- 
pany, CTM, was privatized last month. Demand for the 
subscribtion of shares was more than four times the 
amount of shares offered. The recent operation attracted 
growing acceptance from Moroccans who reside abroad 
(especially in France and Belgium); they bought one- 
third of the shares offered. 


Analysts expect Moroccans residing abroad to play a 
significant role in the privatization program, especially 
with Morocco’s evolving stock market. Official statistics 
say that Moroccan emigrants remit nearly $2.2 billion 
annually to their country. It is expected that a large 
proportion of these remittances will go towards buying 
shares in companies being privatized. 


The privatization program has also helped in the estab- 
lishment of several investment funds, among them 
Maroc Partivision, SAM [expansion not given], most of 
whose shares are owned by French investors, and Intra 
Fina, owned by three Moroccan banks and one Spanish 
bank, and the World Banks’s global funding institution, 
which specializes in funding private industrial and finan- 
cial establishments in developing countries. 


The Moroccan privatization program began last 
October, when the government announced its intention 
to sell 74 government-owned or jointly-owned compa- 
nies, their subsidiaries, and 37 hotel companies. The 
program did not see real progress in the early months, 
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however, as foreign investors complained of the lack of 
sufficient information about the first industrial company 
nominated for privatization (the Sugar Extractions Com- 
pany). But Moroccan authorities said that it would give 
special priority to providing information as part of its 
plan to develop the local financial market. They said that 
a large number of companies would be privatized this 
year and that there would be more revenues next year as 
a result of the privatization of the large industrial firms. 


Casablanca sources said that the companies nominated 
for privatization this year included industrial firms, 
hotels, and financial institutions. Shares in government- 
owned banks will be offered next year, along with most 
of the government’s shares in the industrial companies 
owned by the Industrial Investment Bureau, the 
National Industry Company, the National Company for 
Petroleum Products, and others. 


In the first half of this year, Moulay Zine Zahidi, the 
minister in charge of privatization operations, and 
Hasan Omrani, Privatization Director in the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry, and Privatization, went on a Euro- 
pean tour to promote privatization in Morocco. It 
included visits to Madrid in March, London and Paris in 
April, and Rome and Frankfurt in May. 


The most important sectors nominated for privatization 
this year include: 


Cement Industries 


Companies offered by the Industrial Investments Bureau 
include the Oriental Cement Company, capitalized at 
DH245 million. Five international companies entered 
into preliminary talks at the beginning of the year with 
the aim of purchasing shares in it. It also includes the 
Meknes Industrial Cement Company and Asmad Co., 
which were not on the preliminary lists of companies 
nominated for privatization from 1992-1996. 


Energy Sector 


During the current year the government is offering the 
shares of the privatized firm SOCOCHARBO [coal and 
wood marketing company] in marketing coal products, 
the chief supplier of these products to electrical gener- 
ating stations and industrial companies. The company 
has nearly 75 percent of the Moroccan coal market. 


Petroleum Products Companies 


The government will offer its shares, amounting to 50 
percent, in the local oil companies. Shares in the 
Morocco Petroleum Company, PETROM, and the 
Moroccan Company for Hydrocarbon Products have 
already been offered. 


The companies offered during the current year also 
include the shares of the National Company for Petro- 
leum Products in local joint companies, which include 
joint ventures with the Anglo-Dutch Royal Dutch Shell, 
Mobil Oil of the United States, and the French firm 
Totale. 
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Shares in Drago Gas distribution company, owned 
equally by the National Company for Petroleum Prod- 
ucts and the Italian firm Dragofina, will be offered. 


Chemical Industries 


The companies offered include the National Petrochem- 
ical Products Company and the Fertima Company spe- 
Cializing in the production, storage, and distribution of 
fertilizers, owned in full by the government Societe 
Cherifienne des Phosphats, with a nominal capital of 
DH100 million. 


The company’s sales volume is approximately DH933 
million per annum. 


Textiles and Apparel 


Five companies, of which three specialize in the spin- 
ning, textile, and ready apparel industries (Aboufal, 
Fitnoud, and COTEF [Fes textile company], and two 
spinning companies, SETAFIL [settat spinning] and Icoz 
[Oved Zem Cotton Industry] will be offered. The list of 
equity holders in SETAFIL Co. include The Arab Invest- 
ment Company, the World Bank, the Industrial Invest- 
ment Bureau, and Somed Co. 


Automobile Tire Companies 


The companies nominated for privatization include the 
Morocco General Company for Tires and Rubber, 
owned by the German firm Continental (53.1 percent), 
the National Industry Company (20.5 percent), the 
Moroccan Ministry of Finance (22.5 percent), and other 
investors (4.2 percent). The company’s production is 
660,000 tires per year, manufactured under license from 
the U.S. firm Goodyear. Its sales in the last few years 
were nearly DH460 million per year. 


Agricultural Industries 


The first privatized companies are the SODERS Co. for 
sugar products, in which the French firm Lesafer [name 
as published] increased its share, and intends to obtain 
yet more shares. 


The companies offered also include companies pro- 
ducing beverages, sweets, and juices. 


Hotels 


Thirty-seven have been put up for sale, including 33 
first-class hotels, and are now available to investors, who 
may buy the hotel premises themselves and their man- 
agement contracts. 


Land Transport 


The Moroccan Transport Company, which provides 
domestic and foreign transport services, has been offered 
for privatization. 
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Minister Discusses State of Tourism Industry 


934F0776B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
5 Aug 93 p 11 


[Interview with Hassan Abou Ayoub, minister of foreign 
trade, foreign investments and tourism, by Moncef Slimi 
in Agadir: ‘New Strategy To Attract Tourists Depends 
on Elite Tourism”’] 


[Text] Moroccan Minister of Foreign Trade, Foreign 
Investments & Tourism Hassan Abou Ayoub has 
announced that Moroccan tourism experienced a nine 
percent rise in the first six months of this year, versus the 
same period last year. Tourist activity is expected to 
maintain its current revival. 


The Moroccan tourism minister revealed, in an inter- 
view with AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, that Morocco is 
presently preparing a new tourist strategy focused on 
modern standards. He said that the policy of elite travel 
upon which Morocco had depended for years had 
yielded positive results and that the new strategy would 
continue in the same direction. 


Abou Ayoub spoke of the difficulties facing the tourism 
sector in Morocco, due to ©” ‘petition and global 
changes. 


The text of the interview follows. 


[Slimi] What is the current revenue of the tourist season 
in Morocco? 


[Ayoub] I may say that the first half of the 1993 tourism 
season in Morocco was characterized by a remarkable 
revival of tourist activity. The number of European 
tourists rose nine percent, versus the first six months of 
last year. The distribution of this percentage among 
various tourist regions of Morocco is uneven. But we 
note that the majority of world markets responded to the 
Moroccan tourist market very positively. I think that 
early signs for the second half of the tourist season call 
for optimism; according to the contacts we have had 
with hoteliers, we will at least maintain the same rate of 
increase realized in the first half. 


Bear in mind that the social and economic climate in 
Europe has largely deteriorated this year, and the fea- 
tures of the crisis are still gloomy, contrary to expecta- 
tions. Specialized centers for observing expectations 
report that a revival in debt collection in Europe as a 
whole might be postponed until next year. This is what 
might have a direct effect on tourist activity in Morocco, 
and on consumption in general. However, I also point 
out that the inner regions of Morocco did not correspond 
uniformly with the increase we saw. There are some 
tourist centers that attracted more tourists than others, 
such as Agadir, which had a big comeback. Fes was in 
second place, while Marrakech had a limited comeback. 
The northern parts of Morocco have seasonal activity, 
especially relating to the visits of the Moroccan commu- 
nity residing abroad. The accomodation capacity in 
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tourist centers of the north is not a true indicator of the 
measure of tourist activity in Morocco as a whole. 


[Slimi] Since the Gulf crisis, the tourism sector in 
Morocco has experienced structural difficulties, particu- 
larly with the tourist industry, which is a primary 
resource for the Moroccan economy, both as a source of 
hard currency and in terms of reviving the labor market. 
How have you dealt with these difficulties? Has 
Moroccan tourism regained its health? 


[Ayoub] I would like to correct some items, especially 
with regard to the repercussions of the Gulf crisis on 
tourist activity in Morocco. The decrease in tourist 
activity preceded the Gulf crisis, which, in turn, acceler- 
ated the decrease. 


I believe that there were numerous reasons for the 
decline in the tourist sector, domestic ones, related to the 
variety of tourist product and its development, the rise 
in accomodation capacity in the mid-1980s, in addition 
to external factors, specifically increased competition in 
the global tourist market. 


We may now note that we have regained the level that 
had characterized tourism in Morocco, but we also note 
that the rate of accomodation occupancy in Morocco is 
still below the numbers achieved in 1985 and 1986. At 
present the rate of occupancy is estimated to exceed 40 
percent, but it is not a significant number, because this 
rate varies according to tourist areas and cities. Thus one 
must not extrapolate results prematurely. The city of 
Agadir, for example, has hotels using 80 or 90 percent of 
their capacity, while we find other areas nearby whose 
capacity did not exceed 20 percent. As to national 
occupancy rates, I think we are below the level we want, 
which underlines the need to review the equipping and 
modernization that guide it, to adapt to the new needs of 
today’s tourist. 


The standards of today’s tourist are illustrated by his 
desire for high quality. He is sensitive to prices, because 
of the strong competition in the Mediterranean region, 
especially as the result of the collapse in airfares, which 
led to a broadening of the field of competition for 
tourists, encompassing the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean. These interrelated factors have 
helped to create the new tourism situation and make 
clear the scale of global changes this sector will experi- 
ence in the coming years. 


[Slimi}] Since April your ministry has started a publicity 
campaign for Moroccan tourism focused on five European 
countries: Spain, France, Germany, Italy, and the United 
Kingdom. A related agreement has been signed with the 
French firm Biplessis [name as published]. What is the 
content of this agreement? What are the points you focused 
upon? How do you assess its early results? 


[Ayoub] First | may mention a basic point relating to the 
nature of promotional and follow-up action, which can 
be divided into two parts: institutional promotion, in 
which a government engages to make the country known 
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as a whole, without focusing on a specific region or area 
or sector by itself; and commercial promotion, under- 
taken by private enterprises from hotel or restaurant 
companies, and others, to promote their products. 


The second type, which must be taken into consider- 
ation, is represented in the promotional campaigns 
undertaken by the state, as it always aims to convey 
certain results over the long term without being confined 
to commercial goals, because it does not represent the 
primary dimension. The government is concerned with 
the country’s reputation, through its various social, eco- 
nomic, touristic, cultural, and civilizational elements. 


Thus the campaign we are now undertaking is in the area 
of implementing the emergency agreement, that requires 
the definition of methods used in the second phase that 
begins this fall, and that the awaited agreement on 
Organizational questions and options be in accordance 
with the results obtained in the first phase, which ended 
last week. We are now in the process of assessing the 
results, and the assessment report on our advertising 
campaign will be published soon. 


[Slimi] There has been a drop in the number of Gulf 
tourists visiting Morocco. In your view, what are the 
reasons? Have you taken any steps to appeal to that 
market? 


[Ayoub] It is difficult to set out the reasons behind the 
decline in the rate of attracting Gulf tourists in general— 
whether in Europe or other Arab countries, because the 
decline in the number of tourists from Arab countries 
covers practically all regions—or as to whether it was 
caused by conditions prevailing in the Gulf region or by 
the features of the economic crisis. These matters need to 
be studied comprehensively to discover the true, hidden 
reasons behind the decline. 


As to the steps taken, we recently organized exhibitions 
in the Arab Gulf countries to raise the standard of 
advertising to the benefit of Moroccan tourist products. 
We encouraged contacts and air transport, as there are 
intensive flights organized by several Gulf and other 
Arab airlines. I believe that these investments in the 
transport field will have positive effects in the near 
future, in view of the comfortable, adequate, and direct 
service that inter-Arab tourism requires. The last to 
come in was Gulf Air, giving us an important network of 
air contacts in the Gulf and Arab region. It is made up of 
Saudi Arabian Airlines, Gulf Air, Royal Jordanian, 
EgyptAir, Air France, and Algerian Airlines, in addition 
to Royal Air Maroc. 


[Slimi] Some of those involved in Moroccan tourism 
believe that it suffers from some structural drawbacks 
such as poor quality of reception. Because of this, some 
estimate the rate of return visitors at six percent—the 
lowest in the whole Mediterranean area. Do you agree 
with this assessment? What steps have you taken to 
provide better quality tourism? 
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[Ayoub] In fact, there is certain information about 
Moroccan tourism circulating in the information 
market, including this statistic for the decline in the 
number of returning visitors (six percent). The fact is 
that I cannot confirm or deny the figure, because the 
matter of estimating visitor returns requires many and 
precise studies and research to determine the correct 
percentage of return and its significance. 


Foreign tourists, particularly Europeans, who represent 
the largest segment of the Moroccan tourist market, have 
begun to seek advanced services and a new concept of 
ways of recreation, a change, and a search for locales that 
are Outside the mainstream of traditional tourism. The 
sea, the beach, and the sun no longer interest European 
tourists as much as searching out mountains and rural 
and village tourism. These are things we have to assim- 
ilate into our tourism planning. 


But to say that there are problems and negative points in 
reception and services, these things are always being 
said, and do not reflect the truth. As in other countries, 
there are sometimes temporary shortcomings in certain 
areas. But the important thing is that the number of 
incoming tourists and continuity in reception in 
Moroccan tourism refute the pessimistic view sometimes 
spread around. Our conviction is that the tourist sector is 
not considered to be completely immune from the struc- 


tural problems linked to the necessity befitting this — 


sector with global competition. There is no avoiding this 
challenge, so we must come up with a new strategy to 
organize the tourism sector—in terms of investment, of 
looking to the future, taking into consideration these new 
realities imposed on everyone. 


{[Slimi] I have learned that your ministry is preparing a 
comprehensive study on the future of tourism in 
Morocco. What are the basic features of your strategy? 


[Ayoub] The effect of the first process we undertook on 
the repercussions of the crisis in the tourism sector, 
including the effects of the Gulf crisis, is represented in 
the urgent campaign to revive the tourism sector. We are 
now in the process of beginning to implement a study to 
polish all the possibilities of the tourism sector and 
define its standing in the Moroccan economy, in addi- 
tion to a study of foreign markets and their expected 
development in the medium and long term. Based on 
this data, we will enact a corresponding strategy among 
all the enterprises of the tourism sector and its direct and 
indirect participants. The results of this study will be 
dealt with and discussed by elements of the tourist 
industry, the government, local groups, and vocational 
committees. 


In light of that, a new strategy for Moroccan tourism will 
be in place for the long term. We hope it will be the right 
way to realize our goals in this sector, which I expect will 
play a bigger role in the Moroccan economy, and give the 
Strategy more successful means for dealing with global 
competition. 
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[Slimi] With the cooperation of the Ministry of Culture, 
the Ministry of Tourism has organized a study day on 
“tourism and culture.” What is the new angle you are 
aiming at? 


[Ayoub] It has nothing to do with a new way of under- 
standing tourism, because the link between culture and 
tourism is very close. The new thing is that we have 
opened a debate to develop an awareness of this on the 
part of those in the tourism sector, and of the need to pay 
atention to the cultural dimension when preparing 
tourism products. And, in return, making the cultural 
people aware of the importance of enriching the tourism 
product with the cultural element, because of the strong 
competition in the global market. Countries known for 
tourism make great use of their cultural riches and the 
distinctive historical dimension of their image and their 
civilization, and that is the case with Morocco, which has 
the opportunity to put to use its cultural possibilities to 
build tourism that is able to respond to the demands of 
tourists with high standards. In turn, the cultural dimen- 
sion is an important part of the continuity process, 
especially in light of the speedy development of the 
continuity industry in the world, which is focused on the 
developed countries. 


Tourism is a means of continuity in this modern age. 
Thus it is one of the few means that allow us control. It 
is essential to be aware of this special characteristic of 
tourism; that is the intention of using it to promote our 
cultural personality throughout the world, in addition to 
its role in the national economy. 


[Slimi] At the same time tourism in Morocco is experi- 
encing a revival, some Moroccan travel agencies have 
been organizing intensive tourist trips abroad to a 
number of competing countries, chiefly Turkey, Tunisia, 
and Egypt. Don’t you think that will have a negative 
effect on Moroccan tourism? 


[Ayoub] Not at all. I do not think so, because people are 
always looking for recreation and getting to know other 
peoples and cultures. It is only natural in a country that 
has reached a certain level of development, and which 
has ambitions at the global level, to permit its citizens to 
travel abroad, even in the context of pure tourism. 


The second dimension, the need to encourage tourism 
among Arab countries, is an issue agreed upon by the 
Arab League, and many programs have been put in place 
to revive it. 


I think that whenever Moroccans go to other Arab tourist 
markets, there are positive results in terms of attracting 
a reverse movement of Arab tourists to Morocco. 


[Slimi] In past years, Morocco’s tourism strategy has 
focused on elite tourism, and has set aside significant 
investments for that. Have you assessed this experience 
in the horizon of the new strategy, which in the future, in 
the direction of openness, will rely on the methods of 
popular tourism? 
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[Ayoub] If we had noticed what happened around us, 
especially to the north (Europe), we would have found 
that the non-elite direction led to the rise of problems 
and many negative factors. It is clear now that the 
countries that gave their attention to important touristic 
possibilities are reviewing their methods and aban- 
doning mass tourism (popular tourism). Thus I believe 
that we were far-sighted in choosing what I call tourism 
based on excellence; the elite tourism strategy that deals 
in product and pleasure and does not depend upon 
quantity and cheap prices. Pending the results of the 
study we are now conducting, there are some prominent 
preliminary features that confirm the wisdom of 
Morocco’s choice. For if the aim is to benefit from 
tourist activity, then it is certain that what is called “elite 
tourism” has more positive results and repercussions, 
whether in terms of sociological and environmental 
pollution, or of the enormous investment required by 
tourist activity. 


Therefore we must think of improving funding for this 
sector through higher revenues, even if the number of 
tourists is lower. 


Cholera, Diarrhea Outbreak Linked to Drought 


93P50302Z Rabat AL-MITHAQ AL-WATANI in Arabic 
15 Jul 93 p 1 


[Text] The extreme summer heat that has caused the 
drought plaguing Morocco for two consecutive years has 
also led to an outbreak of a number of illnesses. The most 
serious of these are diarrhea and cholera, afflicting 
citizens mainly in the countryside and villages where 
there is no treated drinking water. 


Diarrhea has been the cause of 18,000 deaths annually 
among children. An average of 50 victims die each day, 
usually children under five years of age. The reasons 
behind this outbreak of diarrhea are varied; however, the 
most common cause is the introduction of bacteria into 
the intestines via unclean hands, contaminated foods, 
unwashed fruits and vegetables, non-pasteurized or 
unboiled milk, or polluted water. 


Causing the greatest concern and anxiety now, however, 
is the appearance of cholera in Morocco. As of 11 July, 
136 cases have been reported, four of whom (3 percent) 
have already died. Seventy-five of the cholera cases, or 
55 percent, appeared unusually early last June in 
Khemisset; 31 cases have been reported in Tanger; 
another 15 cases appeared in Kenitra, 6 cases in Sale, 5 
cases in Sidi Kacem, and one case each in El Jadida, 
Meknes, and Khouribga. One additional case is reported 
to have been contracted in the holy places during hajj. 


In reality, the elimination of this disease has not yet been 
realized, despite the promises previously made, prima- 
rily because the eradication campaigns have not been 
carried out evenly across the country. This calls for a 
revision of the methods employed to combat this dis- 
ease. If everyone agreed on the importance and effective- 
ness of prevention in this domain, as in other areas of 
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disease control, and recognized the role played by pol- 
luted water in causing this disease, then surely the 
following two facts would be acknowledged: 


First, a number of villages in the countryside have no 
public potable water network. This forces inhabitants of 
these places to search for water from other sources, such 
as wells and springs. But the drought that has parched 
the land for two years now has made these sources of 
water very scarce, particularly in the countryside. It is 
this that has driven the inhabitants of these areas to 
make use of any water they can find, regardless of its 
purity. In view of this, a preventative campaign under 
these conditions would be considered futile, since citi- 
zens cannot treat water supplies that do not exist. 
Therefore, it is up to the authorities to devise other 
means of preventing this disease among the inhabitants 
of these rural areas; however, there are no tribunes with 
authority to legislate the utilization of water and its 
systematic distribution in the countryside and villages 
via safe reservoirs and potable water networks. 


Second, given that prevention is preferable to treatment, 
it remains necessary and important to concentrate on 
preventative measures. This is also important in view of 
the strained economic and financial situation of the 
country, given its “third world” status and the attendant 
requirement to make numerous economic adjustments 
in order to assure its financial equilibrium. In this 
respect, the strategy of prevention is not only considered 
a way of eliminating various diseases and epidemics, it 
also has a salubrious effect on the national treasury and 
the pocketbooks of citizens who have to pay for medical 
treatments that often are ineffective. 


In any event, no preventative strategy will be effective or 
advantageous if it excludes an objective and realistic 
recognition of the living habits which differentiate rural 
and urban populations; and also, if it is not linked to a 
comprehensive development strategy for all of the dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Human Rights Explained From Islamic 
Perspective 


93LH0020A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
21 Jul 93 p 17 


[Text] The basic government statute of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia provides an Islamic example of human 
rights as an internal law to which the state is committed. 
Rule in Saudi Arabia is founded on Islam and its shari’ah 
based on adherence to the book of God and the sunnah 
of His Prophet, may God’s prayers be upon him. Since 
the beginning of the establishment of the state pro- 
claimed in communique issued in 1343 HG [1924 AD] 
by the late founder King ‘Abd-al-’Aziz Al Sa’ud, God’s 
mercy be upon him, and since the issuing of the King- 
dom’s basic guidance contained in article six in 1345 HG 
[1926 ADI. the state continued to be built along these 
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lines. This has been the basis on which the Kingdom’s 
system and its customs at the regional and international 
levels was founded. The basic government statute, which 
was issued in royal decree number 1/90 dated 27/8/1412 
HG [1991] deals in its various chapters with the Saudi 
society, its economic principles, the obligations and 
rights of citizens, and the powers of the state. The 
principles of human rights under the Islamic shari’ah are 
outstandingly clear in its context. 


The provisions of the government basic statute of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia comprises the principles of the 
World Declaration of Human Rights. Its provisions con- 
tain many of the articles contained in the two agreements 
[not further specified] issued in 1966 regarding political, 
social, and economic rights. In this regard the basic gov- 
ernment statute complements the regulations in force in 
the Kingdom, which reflect the social system, the judiciary 
system, and the printing and publication system and 
others. All of which confirm the principles on which the 
state was established and which refers to the shari’ah, its 
roots, and its general rules as an arbiter in all the functions 
of the state. This provides an important guarantee for the 
principle of human rights, because all the rules concerning 
the rights and obligations of individuals are subject to the 
Islamic shari’ah, which is the basis of justice. There is an 
essential difference between the Islamic system and the 
other subjective systems. While the Islamic shari’ah is the 
basis of right, right is the basis of the shari’ah and the law 
in the subjective systems. 


As for the sovereignty of the state in the different 
politica: .vstems, the basic government statute provides 
in articic seven that “government in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia derives its power from God’s book and His 
prophet’s sunnah, both of which rule this system and all 
the state’s systems, which clearly means that the funda- 
mentals of Islam and the principles and rules of the 
shari’ah have sovercignty over all the constitutional 
powers and regimes. Sovereignty is for the legislator and 
not for anybody else.” 


The state powers comprise general principles that cannot 
be ignored, violated, or forsaken. Article eight of the 
government regulations provides that “government in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is based on justice, con- 
sultation, and equality and is in accordance with the 
rules of the Islamic shari’ah.” These principles are gen- 
erally contained in the Declaration of Human Rights, 
but in Saudi Arabia they are implemented in accordance 
with the Islamic concept. Consultation in Saudi Arabia 
consists of various forms and methods; they differ from 
other political regimes that have different concepts and 
perspectives. As for justice, in Islam it is based on the 
implementation of shari’ah rules among individuals. As 
for equality, it is applied as equality among humans as 
well as equality in rights and obligations in accordance 
with a comprehensive outlook based on the integration 
of interests and on cooperation in responsibilities that 
would realize public and private interests, and do away 
with the concept of equality in its arithmetical sense that 
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takes into account only the individualistic aspect, or 
more precisely selfishness and self-interests. 


A provision of the government basic statute that is of 
great importance is that which underscores the role of 
the Kingdom in applying the shari’ah laws and is consis- 
tent with the World Declaration of Human Rights and is 
that which protects these rights and prevents their vio- 
lation. Under article 26 “the state protects human rights 
in accordance with the Islamic shari‘ah.” According to 
this provision, the state is responsible for protecting 
human rights, in the sense that rules and regulations 
enacted in the Kingdom are obligated to protect human 
rights stated in the basic statute and in the Islamic 
shari’ah. The state is also responsible for ensuring that 
individuals enjoy these rights and for preventing their 
violation and, meting out punishment on this basis in all 
the judiciary, economic, social, and other fields. 


Within the framework of the general principles of human 
rights contained in the World Declaration of Human 
Rights regarding the dignity of man—his right to life and 
freedom and his right that no criminal charges be 
brought against him except according to legal action 
subsequent to the action deemed to be criminal—we find 
that article 10 chapter three of the basic government 
Statute in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia listing the 
components of the Saudi society, the family is the 
nucleus of the Saudi society. Article 17 provides that the 
state should guarantee the freedom and the inviolability 
of private property. Nobody’s property is to be confis- 
cated except for public interest, with the owner to be 
fairly compensated. Article 19 prohibits the general 
confiscation of property, except according to a judiciary 
decision. Article 17 equates ownership and capital with 
work, within the framework of the shari’ah and the 
economic principles, making them basic components of 
the Kingdom’s economic and social entity. These are 
special rights that perform a social function in accor- 
dance with the Islamic shari’ah. The wording of this 
article follows the Islamic middle course in the outlook 
toward individual and private property. That is property 
should neither be inflated nor detracted from when it is 
evaluated. The aforementioned article underlines the 
nature of ownership as a special right, but at the same 
time performs a social function. The principles con- 
tained in the basic statute are dealt with in articies eight, 
nine, 10, and |1 of the statute, as well as in articles 12 
and 17. 


Within the framework of social rights, article 11 of the 
basic statute provides that the state is committed to 
strengthening ‘amily ties, its identity, and its Arab and 
Islamic values; to caring for all its members; and pro- 
viding for them appropriate conditions to develop their 
talents and capabilities. Article 11 regards relience on 
God, cooperation in doing good deeds, piety, and solli- 
darity among the citizens, one of the Saudi society's 
basic pillars. Article 27 of the basic government statute 
provides that the state is obliged to guarantee the right of 
the citizen and his family in case of emergencies, illness, 
incapacity, and old age. The state is obliged to support 
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the social insurance system and to encourage institutes 
and officials to do charity work. In article 28 the state is 
obliged to enact laws that protect the worker and the 
employer. The state is also committed to providing 
public education, combatting illiteracy, and providing 
health care for every citizen. This is stated in articles 30 
and 31 of the basic government statute. 


These social rights are embodied in articles 22, 23, 24, 
25, and 26 of the Human Rights Declaration. 


Included in this framework is the status of women in the 
regulations of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia governed by 
the principles of the shari’ah. The Saudi woman enjoys all 
legitimate rights and exercises her right to education and 
work exactly like the man. Work regulations in Saudi 
Arabia issued under royal decree 21/M dated 6/9/1389 HG 
[1969 AD] equalizes pay between men and women doing 
the same work. In the various government departments 
and in private business the woman is treated in a manner 
compatible with the woman’s nature. Mixing with males, 
which Islamic shari’ah prohibits, is banned. The woman 
enjoys special care at work and during leave, pregnancies, 
or illness. This care is provided for in regulations that ban 
her working in dangerous jobs and harmful industries, or 
between sunset and sunrise, except in special cases. These 
regulations agree with the shari’ah laws that call for taking 
care of the workers in general and the woman in particular. 
Also, the social insurance law issued the same year guar- 
antees for the working woman the same rights as the man. 
This protection is consistent with what the basic govern- 
ment statute provides for, that the family is the nucleus of 
the Saudi society and is linked to the provisions of article 
28 regarding the state’s obligation to provide work oppor- 
tunities for all those capable of working without discrimi- 
nation between man and woman. 


The application of the provisions of the Islamic shari’ah, 
through the education system, work, social security, and 
other benefits, has enabled the woman to exercise her 
rights in full within the shari’ah framework, thus 
enabling her to enjoy family stability and social stability 
that results from it. The woman in Saudi Arabia was 
never the target of persecution or discrimination that 
undermines total equality within the human entity or 
detracts from her legitimate rights. This is due to her 
belief that the sound application of shari’ah realizes for 
her equality as a human right that nobody can deny her. 
This perhaps explains the fact that no complaints of 
public nature were voiced by the Saudi women. 


The basic government statute in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia cites text of article 29 that says: The state shall 
foster sciences, literature, and culture, and will concern 
itself with Islamic and Arab heritage, contribute to the 
Arab, Islamic, and human civilization. The state is 
committed to encouraging individual efforts through 
participation in cultural, scientific, and literary activi- 
ties, as provided for in article seven of the World Human 
Rights Declaration. 
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The social and economic rights contained in the agree- 
ments concluded in 1966 concerning social, economic, 
cultural, civic, and political rights are being implemented 
in the Kingdom of Saudi on an almost wider scale due to 
two important factors. First, that the Islamic shari’ah 
focuses on these issues, such as the right to education; 
knowledge; culture; care for the weak, workers, and 
women; and participation in educational and charitable 
activities of the society. And, second, that the economic 
situation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia enables the 
implementation of these rights on a large scale and in an 
effective manner for the achievement of social, economic, 
and cultural security for the Saudi citizen. 


Residents in the Kingdom of various races, color, and 
religions enjoy legitimate rights, the least of which is 
security for themselves and for their monies. They may 
not be arrested, except in accordance with the rules in 
force that apply to everybody. Article 36 clearly provides 
that “the state should provide security for all its citizens 
and for those residing in its territories. No restrictions 
can be imposed on anybody’s activities, and nobody can 
be detained or imprisoned except in accordance with the 
rules of justice.” 


Residents in the Kingdom of the various races, colors, 
and religions have no obligations except to behave in 
accordance with the laws in effect in the Kingdom and 
respect the traditions and feelings of the Saudi society, as 
article 41 of government regulations provides for. 


The government’s basic statute in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia underlines the importance of preserving the envi- 
ronment, protecting it, and preventing its pollution. This 
provision is consistent with the principles of Islam and 
the teaching of the prophet, may God’s blessing be upon 
him, in preventing environmental pollution and the 
pollution of the earth’s main components such as water, 
plants, and animals. All Muslims are aware of many 
traditions, a fact that makes the basic statute, though 
fairly recent, consistent with shari’ah rules that are 
ancient and rooted in human history. 


During the pilgrimage season millions of Muslims con- 
verge from all parts of the world for the pilgrimage to 
Mecca in order to perform the hajj rites in this pure part 
of the greater world. At this time the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is committed to providing those who come to the 
holy House of God and the holy places with security and 
peace during their performance of the hajj rites. In 
addition to that it provides the necessities and needs of 
daily life to millions of people despite the crowding and 
the large number of people. 


It is clear that human rights contained in the basic 
government statute of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are 
considered Islamic in their formulation in the field of 
human rights. They are akin to an internal law to which 
the state is committed. From an Islamic standpoint that 
recognizes the existence of multiplicity of races, colors, 
languages, and cultures, human rights should be an 
international law and the fruit of collective participation 
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by all the human community in formulating these rights 
and defining their concept. The difference over some 
basic human rights, such as the right to freedom and 
equality. is justifiable due to differences in doctrines, 
religions, races, languages, cultural heritage, peoples. 
These differences in concepts should be taken into 
consideration when evaluation and application are car- 
ried out. Differences in methods of application should 
also be taken into consideration. No criteria should be 
defined in accordance with one single thought, culture, 
and a particular social method. Such criteria should be 
an exampie in evaluation and application. The more the 
various cultures and social systems participate in 
defining the concepts relating to human rights, the closer 
we come to the desired goal, which is to accomplish the 
World Declaration of Human Rights on the basis of 
which the world community becomes the defender of 
human rights at the global level. 


Ulema Seminar Analyzes Islamic Affairs Ministry 
93A4E0537A Jeddah ’UKAZ in Arabic 20 Jul 93 p 20 


[Report by Muhammad al-Ghamidi and ‘Abdallah al- 
*Arafaj on Ministry of Islamic Affairs Seminar in Riy- 
adh; date not given: “‘Ministry of Islamic Affairs; Impor- 
tant Addition to Propagation of Islam”’] 


[Text] The custodian of the two holy mosques recently 
directed the establishment of the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs, Endowment, Call and Guidance to take over all 
matters connected with these affairs in the service of 
Islam and Muslims everywhere. 


A number of honorable ulema attending "UKAZ’s sem- 
inar in Riyadh commented on the importance of this 
new ministry, which emphasizes the Kingdom’s intent— 
since its foundation by the late King ’Abd-al-’Aziz—to 
serve Islam and Muslims throughout the world. The 
ulema stressed that this ministry, which is a new addi- 
tion to the Kingdom’s charitable activities, will support 
the Kingdom’s efforts to serve the issues of the Islamic 
community, stimulate the call to God abroad, and serve 
the Islamic creed, religious knowledge, and the Islamic 
awgaf system. 


The following contains the minutes of the seminar, 
participated in by Dr. Salih al-Sadlan; Dr. Ibrahim 
Abu-’Abah, advisor in the office of the director of the 
Imam University; Dr. Ibrahim al-’Aqid, assistant secre- 
tary general of the World Forum of Islamic Youth; Dr. 
Fahd al-Samari, dean of scholarly research at the Imam 
University; and Dr. ’Abd-al-’Aziz al-’Ubayli, professor 
of human society in the Imam University. 


Grand Dimensions 


['UKAZ] How do you see the dimensions and signifi- 
cance of the custodian of the two holy mosques’s deci- 
sion to create a special ministry for Islamic affairs, and 
to select Dr. "Abdallah Bin-’Abd-al-Muhsin al-Turki as 
its minister? 
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[Dr. al-Sadlan] Without a doubt, the establishment of the 
Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowment, Call, and Guid- 
ance has enormous dimensions and tremendous signifi- 
cance, confirming the custodian of the two holy 
mosques’ zealous solicitude for the affairs of the Islamic 
community, because this ministry will serve the Islamic 
community from one end to the other. I am not exagger- 
ating when I say that this ministry will be concerned with 
matters of this world and the next, since the Islamic call 
and the guiding and directing of the community will 
mean its health and rectitude in this world and its 
salvation and happiness in the next. The ministry is 
concerned with the Muslims’ charitable well-being, and 
will organize and channel awqafs to deserving persons, 
in accordance with established procedures. 


With regard to the choice of Dr. ’Abdallah al-Turki as 
minister, this was done because of his sincere trustwor- 
thiness, his study of matters concerned, and his desire to 
put those matters into their proper place, with God’s 
help. He is the appropriate person for the appropriate 
place. We pray to God to support and assist him. We call 
On citizens to cooperate with him for the success of this 
important ministry, which will carry out momentous 
activities. It was established because of the people’s need 
for it; Shaykh ’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-Baz, the grand mufti and 
chairman of the Board of Senior Ulema, Scholarly 
Research, and Legal Opinions, spoke out about the 
importance of creating this ministry. We ask God to 
grant success to the custodian of the two holy mosques, 
reward him for his interest in the affairs of the Islamic 
community, and to assist Crown Prince Abdallah Ibn 
*Abd- al-’Aziz in watching over the Islamic community 


Kingdom Serves Islamic Issues 


Commenting on Dr. al-Sadlan’s statement, Dr. Fahd 
al-Samari said: 


Dr. al-Sadlan touched on several concerns and dimen- 
sions targeted by this ministry. I think that establishing 
this ministry should be considered a natural extension of 
the Kingdom’s historic policy and of its concern for 
Islamic issues throughout various stages. Each stage is 
interrelated, as are the circumstances in which the 
Islamic world lives. This ministry was established, 
because the current stage requires more effort, planning, 
and organization with regard to several issues and sub- 
jects, such as the Hadj, awaqafs, the Islamic call, guid- 
ance, and Islamic affairs, both locally and worldwide. 
The establishment of an independent ministry is a pro- 
pitious step by the Kingdom to create a kind of special 
emphasis on matters concerning the Hadj, legal deci- 
sions, scholarly research, Islamic affairs, the Islamic call, 
guidance, and awgqafs, in an independent manner for 
each of these fields. 


Undoubtedly the selection of Dr. "Abdallah al-Turki as 
minister is the proper choice, because of his expertise 
and long experience over 15 years at the university, 
through his local and international connections, and 
because of his considerable efforts on behalf of the Imam 
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Muhammad Bin Sa’ud University. Certainly the choice 
of Dr. al-Turki is a new addition to the service of Islam. 


Kingdom’s Pioneer Role in Propagating Islam 


Dr. *Abd-al-’Aziz al-’Ubayli echoed the sentiments 
expressed by Dr. al-Sadlan and Dr. al-Samari, and went 
on to say: 


Creating this ministry will bolster and further the impor- 
tant pioneering Islamic work that the Kingdom is accom- 
plishing at home and abroad. It also confirms the tremen- 
dous role played by the Kingdom’s leaders in the service of 
the Islamic faith, dissemination of the Islamic religion and 
religious knowledge, and in the service of the Islamic 
awqafs in the mosques. More organization and coordina- 
tion will result from this ministry in the fields of Islamic 
affairs, awqafs, the Islamic call and guidance. 


The selection of Dr. Abdallah al-Turki as minister was 
the result of his significant efforts in areas of the Islamic 
call and his tireless work at the university. We expect his 
efforts to continue, and we pray God to grant success to 
him in the ministry, as well as to our country’s leaders in 
their important work in the service of Islam, led by the 
custodian of the two holy mosques and the crown prince. 


Considerable Islamic Fund 


{[Dr. Ibrahim Abu-’Abah] The decision to establish this 
ministry fulfilled our hopes and aspirations, because it 
means that it will be concerned with and supervise the 
significant and momentous work the Kingdom does in 
the service of Islam at home and abroad. This ministry 
will supervise the awqafs in the mosques, the Islamic 
call, and all Islamic affairs, as an extension of this 
country’s mission and its awesome responsibility to 
serve the Islamic religion, as it has been doing since the 
Saudi nation’s establishment by the late King ‘Abd- 
al-’Aziz. The creation of this ministry does not mean that 
we will be beginning from zero, because we have a 
considerable fund of Islamic activities throughout the 
world. A Muslim can scarcely visit any country without 
finding an Islamic stronghold or towering castle, 
watching over Islamic activities in those countries. 
When I accompanied Dr. ’Abdallah al-Turki on a visit to 
certain African nations, we saw several Islamic projects 
that the Kingdom had established, for which it spent 
millions of Saudi riyals. This attests to the Kingdom’s 
continuing policy to serve Islam. The purpose for cre- 
ating this ministry is to coordinate and organize a 
number of tasks under one administration, so as to 
supervise the appropriate achievement of these tasks. 


Propitious Choice 


The choice of Dr. "Abdallah al-Turki as minister was 
propitious because of his extensive expertise, earned 
over more than 20 years. From first hand, I have seen his 
resoluteness, sincerity, and wholehearted dedication to 
the fulfillment of his mission. He was able to bring new 
life to the Imam Muhammad Bin Sa’ud University. 
Moreover, he has many excellent connections 
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throughout the Islamic world and a huge fund of expe- 
rience and expertise in the field of Islamic work. 


[Dr. Ibrahim al-’Aqid] This man will bolster and stimulate 
the call to Islam, which we are proud of and glory in. We 
honor his service and work on behalf of his exalted mission 
to propagate the Islamic faith throughout the world. Fur- 
thermore, this ministry will be aimed at organizing matters 
concerned with the call and awqafs, and at pursuing 
modern, efficient methods and appropriate expertise with 
regard to Islamic affairs, by using specialists in our country 
who will endeavor to disseminate the Islamic call abroad 
by modern methods. I ask God to grant success to Dr. 
al-Turki in this new ministry, which will benefit from his 
considerable expertise gained from managing the Imam 
Muhammad Bin Sa’ud University. 


[’UKAZ] Since the establishment of the Saudi state, this 
country has assumed responsibility for disseminating the 
true call to God. Saudi Arabia has actively participated 
in supporting Islamic centers and institutions. How do 
you view this ministry’s expected role in these fields? 


[Dr. al-Sadlan] The Islamic community, always and every- 
where, is concerned with the propagation of the Islamic 
faith and with calling the people to enter it in droves, as 
used to happen in the past. The Kingdom’s government 
has understood that mission. It has exerted considerable 
efforts to spread the Islamic call; creating this ministry falls 
within those efforts to serve Islam by modern methods. 
This ministry is new in name, but its work has existed for 
a long time. The most important of its goals is to organize 
efforts and prevent duplication, channeling those efforts in 
order to stimulate the Islamic call. 


[Dr. al-Samari] We expect a great deal from this ministry 
in terms of helping Muslims abroad face the difficult 
circumstances to which their lives are subjected there. 
This ministry is concerned with coordination with spe- 
cific agencies, such as the World Forum of Islamic 
Youth, as well as several other organizations, and will 
benefit from their previous experiences with mecha- 
nisms of disseminating the Islamic call abroad. This 
ministry can also benefit from those who have expertise 
in Islamic work, so that much can be accomplished. This 
is especially so, since the ministry intends to coordinate 
with the latter to carry out its work in accordance with 
objective priorities, through strategic planning, in order 
to meet the issues head on. I believe that there are several 
quarters interested in supporting this ministry, especially 
those persons responsible for the organizations con- 
cerned with Islamic work. This will enable this ministry 
with its new elements to achieve a great deal. We hope 
that it will make a great leap forward in the service of the 
issues of Muslims outside the Kingdom, in appropriate 
ways that will keep up with the new age. 


Ministry Supports Continued Efforts 


[Dr. al-’Ubayli] As has been mentioned, this blessed country 
is founded on faith. Since the unification of this entity, it 
has carried out a prominent role in disseminating the call to 
Islam abroad. The call has been sent everywhere in the 
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world to spread the light of Islam. Creating this ministry is 
support for these efforts and is expected to accomplish a 
great deal for Islam abroad, with an active role, at a time 
when Islam faces momentous challenges in various coun- 
tries of the world. Here at home, this ministry will serve 
Islamic affairs, the awqaf system, the call, and guidance, as 
well as many accomplishments to add to those already 
achieved by the Kingdom. These include the mosques that 
the Kingdom has in profusion, and the restoration of the 
Holy Mosque in Mecca and the Prophet’s Mosque, in 
addition to the vast areas and significant services given to 
the thousands of pilgrims and visitors to the two holy 
mosques. Furthermore, there are the significant Islamic 
projects that the Kingdom has established in various world 
countries, which the new ministry will supervise so as to 
fulfill its role and function as required in the service of Islam 
and the Muslims. 


{[Dr. Abu-’Abah] This country has a special place in the 
hearts of Muslims. That is not strange, because the light 
of Islam has spread from this blessed land, on which 
Muhammad and his chosen companions walked. They 
went throughout the land, spreading Islam. Since its 
inception, this Islamic country has borne responsibility 
for disseminating the Islamic creed. The establishment 
of this ministry embodies and confirms the great Islamic 
work that the Kingdom is doing at home and abroad. 
This ministry will strengthen the Islamic awqaf system, 
serve the mosque’s mission, and coordinate Islamic 
activities abroad at a difficult time for the Islamic 
community, since Muslims abroad are facing violent and 
savage attacks. There is a malicious, crusader assault and 
an intellectual and cultural campaign, as well as erro- 
neous and perverted ideas. This requires resisting Chris- 
tianization through planning and carefully studied strat- 
egies. This situation also requires propagating the 
Islamic faith by appropriate methods in every country, 
as an extension of this country’s efforts and clearly good 
intentions everywhere in the world. During my visit to 
Conakry, Guinea, I saw a mosque large enough for 
16,000 worshippers that had been built by the Kingdom. 


[Dr. Ibrahim al-’Aqid] The basic priorities of the min- 
istry include the following: 


1. Mobilize Islamic capabilities required to attain the 
ministry’s goals, especially since there is considerable 
capability in our country; 


2. Select modern cadres and structures for the Islamic 
call and the awqaf system, because the call to God 
must not lag behind any other aspect of Muslim life; 


3. Raise the performance level in the field of the Islamic 
call, by using educated, experience, competent people 
to offer the call to God within an appropriate frame- 
work. This can only be done through specialized 
programs and courses and by stimulating dialogue 
among those who call others to Islam by various 
means; and, 
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4. Pursue specific methods and channels to spread the 
call abroad, by extending more bridges of communi- 
cations between this country and the other countries 
of the world, in order to oppose this vicious attack to 
which Islam is being subjected by the West and its 
Zionist and crusader organizations. 


Balance of Tasks 


['UKAZ] In light of the new world order, which pursues 
its mission against Islam, can one say that this new 
ministry will concentrate—within its priorities-—on the 
Outside world, or will it be concerned with creating a 
balance between its foreign and domestic tasks? 


[Dr. al-Sadlan} This ministry is in an Islamic state that 
carries the message of Islam and has served Islam for a 
long time, both in the new world order and the old. It is 
anxious to propagate the Islamic faith and deal with its 
issues. I think that the process of concentrating on 
domestic or foreign tasks, and finding a balance between 
them, is a question for those in charge of this ministry to 
decide. They will determine how long to concentrate on 
a particular matter, especially since Minister al-Turki is 
very experienced. This will enable him to adopt the 
appropriate methods to deal with any question. 


{Dr. al-Samari] I believe that the ministry will be anxious 
to find a balance between its domestic and foreign 
missions, starting from its title, Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs, Endowment, Call, and Guidance, along with 
concentrating on the outside world. Since all of this 
country’s people are Muslims, this ministry will carry 
out its role to support this Islamic structure and guide it 
appropriately. Overseas, the ministry will make consid- 
erable efforts, because we are facing a new look in the 
world, requiring us to deal with new factors on an 
appropriate level commensurate with the obstacles faced 
by the Islamic call abroad. Certain kinds of activities 
within the Islamic call must be changed, new methods 
developed, and the position of Muslims in the new world 
order studied. 


Despite the fact that I understand from the ministry’s 
title that it will set its priorities and duties in accordance 
with its missions, I think that it will concentrate on the 
foreign front. 


Largest Steam Power Station Starts Up 
93AE0537B Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 21 Jul 93 p 17 


[Article by ’Ali al-Shahari: “Largest Steam Power Station 
in Middle East Operational’’} 


[Text] At the beginning of this year, the Consolidated 
Saudi Electricity Company in the Eastern Province 
began operating the largest steam power village in the 
Middle East, although the project has not yet been 
officially dedicated. The dedication is expected during 
the last quarter of 1993. 
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Work to implement this gigantic project began in 1985 
and continued until the end of 1992. It was directed by 
the Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Company, one of the 
largest of the companies concerned. 


The village is about 100 km from the city of Dammam, 
built on an area of 1.5 million square meters. The contract 
was valued at 4.5 billion Saudi riyals[R]. The village 
includes four generating units with their subsidiary instal- 
lations. Each unit’s capacity is 600 megawatts [MW] 
maximum. The total capacity of the four units is a max- 
imum of 2,400 MW. The project also includes gas and oil 
pipelines and living quarters composed of 40 villas. 


Trial Operation 


The trial run for the first unit in the village was made in 
1989, while steam operation of the fourth and last unit 
began in December 1992. 


A number of Saudi Arabian contractors, national indus- 
tries, and Saudi labor participated in manufacturing and 
installing the project’s third and fourth units. 


The electricity services of the gigantic project of the 
steam village will cover the Central Province when the 
company has completed all electrical installations and 
facilities required for the conversion stations and energy 
transmission lines. Excellent efforts have been made to 
complete this project, while simultaneously giving field 
training to Saudi technicians, which began at the 
project’s outset. 


Specifications 


The project’s technical and technological specifications 
are excellent and include the following: 


1. Basic Turbines 


Each turbine is composed of three sections for high, 
medium, and low pressure, mounted on a joint oper- 
ating column. The temperature of the turbine’s internal 
steam reaches 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit (541 degrees 
centigrade) under a pressure of 2,400 pounds per square 
inch, in an atmospheric pressure of 165 degrees. 


2. Boilers 


Each boiler produces more than 2,000 tons of steam 
per hour, at a temperature of 541 degrees centigrade. 


3. Distillation Station 


Sweet water is produced through three distillation 
units, each with a capacity of 4,000 cubic meters of 
water per day. This supplies the station and housing 
facilities with required amounts of water. One million 
gallons of cold water from the Arab Gulf is used to 
cool the condensers. 


4. Maintenance 
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Station equipment is maintained periodically to keep it 
in Operating condition. The maintenance center 
includes all the required modern mechanical work- 
shops. 


5. Smokestacks 


There is one smokestack for each two boilers, and it 
reaches a height of 156 meters above ground level. The 
smokestack is made of reinforced concrete to ensure the 
disposal of gases produced from the combustion. 


6. Fire Fighting and Safety 


All fire units are fully equipped to respond to emer- 
gencies. In addition, there is a complete team for 
industrial security and safety in the station. 


7. Station Facilities 


Facilities include the control building for operations 
and for the detection of outages by means of com- 
puters. These computers obtain all data from the 
Station and include more than 30 modular periph- 
erals. Facilities also include the administration 
building composed of three floors. It has a training 
center for both theoretical and practical instruction. 
The facilities also include a social services complex, 
with 336 housing units for bachelors and 30 family 
units with all amenities. There are also two mosques, 
food facilities, playing fields, an amusement hall, and 
a medical clinic. 


8. Substation (380 kilovolts [kv]) 


The substation has been equipped with the most 
modern types of switches in the world. Voltage of 380 
kv is transmitted through this substation. 


The project also includes several supporting projects, 
including energy transmission lines and conversion sta- 
tions that connect the steam village to the electricity 
network in the Eastern and Central Provinces. A number 
of other conversion stations have also been built in the 
village. This will expand the Zahran Central Station. 
Nearly 70 percent of energy sold has been transmitted, 
converted, and passed on by means of stations using 
S.F.60 technology, the basic element in the components 
of the general transmission network, aside from distilla- 
tion stations and water technology. 


Banks Expect Higher Profits, Better Returns 


93LH0016B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
13 Jul 93 p 11 


{Article by ’Abd-al-’Aziz al-Khamis] 


[Text] Riyad—The Saudi banks, which recently 
announced their financial results for the first half of 
1993, have maintained their realization of good returns 
to shareholders’ equity. Saudi-American Bank was first 
in this regard. It provided a return of 15.2 percent. It was 
followed by Investment Bank with 9.6 percent, al-Rajihi 
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Investment Banking Corporation with 9.5 percent, Arab 
National Bank with 9.4 percent, Saudi-French Bank and 
Saudi-British Bank with 7.4 percent, Saudi-Dutch Bank 
with 8.4 percent, Saudi-Cairo Bank with 6.4 percent, and 
al-Riyadh Bank with 6.3 percent. 


Observers regard Saudi-Dutch, Arab National, and 
Investment as the best banks, because of their high profit 
growth rate during the first half of 1993, compared to the 
same period last year. Saudi-Dutch Bank achieved 70 
percent growth in profits; Arab National, 35 percent; 
Investment, 33 percent; Saudi-French Bank, 60 percent; 
and Saudi-British Bank, 50.7 percent. Of particular note 
was Cairo-Saudi Bank’s disposal of its debt liabilities 
and realization of a profit of 103.9 million riyals{R). 
This is attributed to the increase in its capital through 
external subscription, which enabled Cairo-Saudi Bank 
to obtain liquidity, which it invested in increasing profits 
and covering debts. 


The loans and credit provided by the banks attracted 
exceptional attention, because of the change that 
emerged in the banks’ strategies. The loans and credit 
given by National Arab fell by 9 percent to R10,096 
million, those given by Cairo-Saudi fell by 3.9 percent to 
R5,754 million, and those given by Saudi-British Bank 
fell by 2 percent to R7,177 million. However, this drop 
was matched by a significant increase in these banks’ 
investments. The investments of National Arab Bank 
rose by 217 percent to R8,354 million, those of Cairo- 
Saudi rose by 140 percent to R4,786 million, and those 
of Saudi-British Bank rose by 113.5 percent to R9,660 
million. In investing their capital, these banks apparently 
relied on securities and government bonds due to the low 
risk attached to them. Investment Bank pursued a com- 
pletely opposite strategy. Its investments and securities 
dropped by 1.4 percent, and the loans and credit that it 
gave increased by 39 percent. Similarly, Saudi-American 
Bank’s loans and credit grew by 10.8 percent, those of 
al-Riyad Bank grew by 4 percent, those of Saudi-French 
Bank grew by 11.1 percent, and those of Saudi-Dutch 
Bank grew by 14 percent. 


Investment portfolios grew 51 percent in al-Riyadh 
Bank, 71 percent in Saudi-French Bank, 22.7 percent in 
Saudi-American Bank, 168 percent in Saudi-Dutch 
Bank, and | 7.3 percent in al-Rajihi Investment Banking 
Corporation. Assets in Arab National Bank increased by 
18.8 percent to R31,173 million, in Investment Bank by 
11.2 percent to R5,282 million, in al-Riyadh Bank by 13 
percent to close to R5,582 million; in Saudi-American 
Bank by 5 percent to R39,748 million, in Saudi-French 
Bank by 19.25 percent to total R26.3 billion, in Cairo- 
Saudi Bank by 1.3 percent to more than R15,725 mil- 
lion, in Saudi-Dutch Bank by 21.6 percent to R13,545 
million; in al-Rajihi Investment Banking Corporation by 
18.7 percent to R31,127 million, and in Saudi-British 
Bank by 26.1 percent to R21,801 million. Saudi-Dutch 
Bank and Investment Bank bested the other banks in 
increasing shareholders’ equity, increasing it by 17 per- 
cent to R1,089 million in the case of Saudi-Dutch Bank 
and to R333 million in the case of Investment Bank. 
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This will support their request to increase their capital, 
which is expected to occur during this year after 
approval is obtained from the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency and the Commerce Ministry. 


The sharp increase in shareholders’ equity in Saudi- 
British Bank, Saudi-French Bank, and Cairo-Saudi Bank 
stemmed from an increase in their capital. The capital of 
Cairo-Saudi Bank rose by 2.9 percent, that of Saudi- 
British Bank by 130 percent, and that of Saudi-French 
Bank by 98 percent. 


Saudi-British Bank was number-one in attracting 
deposits. Deposits rose in Saudi-British Bank by 26.8 
percent to 16,359, in al-Rajihi Investment Banking Cor- 
poration by 18.1 percent to R22,571 million, in Invest- 
ment Bank by 11.3 percent to R4,785 million, in al- 
Riyadh Bank by 11 percent to R31,360 million, in 
Saudi-Dutch Bank by 9 percent to R80,383 million, in 
Cairo-Saudi Bank by 5.7 percent to more than R11,746 
million, and in Saudi-American Bank by 4.4 percent to 
R30,495 million. Deposits with Saudi-French bank 
totalled R18,145 million. Deposits in Arab National 
Bank grew by only 2 percent compared to the previous 
year. Its inability to obtain deposits 1 5 times greater than 
its capital was apparently a limiting factor. 


Debt provisions dropped by 70 percent in Saudi-American 
Bank, by 67 percent in Saudi-Cairo Bank, and by 33 
percent in Saudi-French Bank. They increased in al-Rajihi 
Investment Banking Corporation by 17.3 percent. 


Transaction costs increased in Saudi-British Bank by 
22.8 percent, in Cairo-Saudi Bank by 19.3 percent, in 
Saudi-American Bank by 16.1 percent, in Saudi-Dutch 
Bank and the al-Rajihi Investment Banking Corporation 
by II percent, and in Arab National Bank and Saudi- 
French Bank by 7 percent. 


The Saudi banks are expecting an outstanding end of the 
year. Banking circles expect the banks to achieve high 
profits for 1993, especially Saudi-American Bank, whose 
profits are expected to exceed R1,000 million. Profit 
projections for the other banks are: Arab National Bank, 
R475 million; Saudi-French Bank, R400 million; Saudi- 
British Bank, R450 million; Investment Bank, R70 mil- 
lion; al-Riyadh Bank, R900 million; Saudi-Cairo Bank, 
R250 million; Saudi-Dutch Bank, R200 million; and 
al-Rajihi Banking Corporation, R750 million. It only 
remains for these projections to materialize. 


Bin-Baz Manages Several Organizations 
93LH0024A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 31 Jul 93 


[Text] Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-’Abdallah Bin-’Abd-al-Rahman 
Bin-Muhammad Bin-’Abdallah Bin-Baz was born in 
Riyadh in Dhu al-Hijjah, 1330 HG [1910]. He learned 
the Koran by heart before reaching the age of puberty. 
He studied in Riyadh with a number of shaykhs, 
including Muhammad Bin-’Abd al-Latif Al al-Shaykh, 
Shaykh Salih Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz Al al-Shaykh, Shaykh 
Sa'd Bin-Hamad Bin-’Atiq, Shaykh Hamad Bin-Faris, 
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and Shaykh Sa’d Waqqas al-Bukhari. The latter taught 
him Koran chanting in Mecca and so did His Eminence 
the Mufti, Shaykh Muhammad Bin-Ibrahim Al al- 
Shaykh. 


Shaykh Bin-Baz is considered to be one of the most 
prominent diligent ulemas. He is a scholar in tradition 
and jurisprudence. He was put in charge of the judiciary 
in al-Kharj district, near Riyadh the capital. He held this 
office for more than 14 years. In 1371 HG [1951] he took 
up teaching in academies and colleges. He taught juris- 
prudence, theology, and tradition in the Shar’iah Col- 
lege. In 1381 HG [1961] he was appointed vice president 
of the Islamic University in Madinah and later chairman 
of the Administrations of Scientific Research, Fatwahs, 
Islamic Call, and Guidance. Although he was well versed 
in the Hanabalit jurisprudence, his eminence Shaykh 
Bin-Baz was not fanatically enthusiastic for that creed. 


His Eminence Shaykh Bin-Baz is a model of moderation; 
neither is he a radical who uses such terms as polytheist 
and infidel in both minor and major matters, nor is he a 
tolerant one who turns a blind eye to small matters. [as 
published] 


His eminence published several books and essays, most 
significant of which were: 


¢ Enlightened Dissertation on Hypothetical Discussions. 
(printed several times) 

¢ Explanation of Religious Rites (printed several times 
and translated) 

¢ Essay on Marital Affairs. 

¢ The Useful Answer to the Rules of Conceptualism. 

¢ Essay on Self-adornment and the Purdah. 


One of the most significant fatwahs Shaykh Bin-Baz 
proclaimed was that which bans glorification of Islamic 
relics, because if glorified they will not be visited like 
visiting relics of the pharaohs and others, but would be 
visited for worshipping and getting closer to God, which 
naturally leads to polytheism. 


Shaykh Bin-Baz cails for the need to obey those respon- 
sible for good behavior, and for not deviating from 
courses set by the imams, except within specific limita- 
tions. This came in an article by Shaykh Bin-Baz pub- 
lished in [London’s}] AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT on 22 
May 1993 in which he said: 


Thanks to God, God of the world, peace and prayers be 
upon his family and his companions, and those who 
followed him. God the Almighty said 


“O ye who believe obey God and obey His Messenger 
and those who are in authority among you. Then if you 
differ in anything refer to God and His Messenger if you 
are believers in God and in the Last Day. That is the best 
and most commendable in the end.” [Koran 40:60] This 
verse underscores the need to obey people in authority, 
namely the commanders [amirs] and ulemas. The true 
path came down through the Messenger of God, may 
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peace be upon him, in his sunnah tradition. The Mus- 
lims should obey people in authority in doing good and 
not in committing sin. If the people are ordered to 
commit a sin, those in authority should not be obeyed, 
but their refusal should be justifiable. The Messenger, 
prayers and peace be upon him, said: “He who sees his 
commander committing an iniquity he should detest it 
but should not commit a disobedience because he who 
disobeys and dissents from his community he dies like 
an infidel.” He, may prayers and peace be upon him, 
said: ‘Man should obey in prosperity an in difficulty and 
at all times, but if he is ordered to disobey God, man 
should not disobey.” 


One of his [the prophet’s] companions asked: “You 
messenger of God, why is it said that there will be 
commanders whom we know and whom we remember? 


“What do you order us to do?” the companion asked. He 
said give them their right and ask for God’s blessings. 


*Abbadah [a prophet’s companion] said: We have 
pledged to the Prophet that we will not dispute with the 
people in authority. He said: “That is unless you see acts 
of infidelity that are repugnant to God.” Another condi- 
tion is the ability to change the situation without causing 
public harm or shed blood, because dissenting with the 
people in authority is undesirable. 


His Eminence emphasized the ban, because disobeying 
people in authority causes great corruption and grave evil; 
security will be undermined; rights will be lost, deterring 
the unjust becomes impossible, helping the wronged ones 
will be hopeless, and confusion will prevail. 


His Eminence said in his valuable speech that the 


- consensus is that evil cannot be removed with a more 


evil thing. Rather, evil should be dealt with with some- 
thing that removes or lessens it. His Eminence stressed 
that it is not permissible to kill a reassured infidel whom 
the state accepted in the country, nor kill or attack the 
disobedient ones. 


His Eminence stressed that it is the duty of the Muslims 
to listen to and to obey the public regulations organizing 
traffic and public services that are free of abominations, 
because this is one of the acts that benefits Muslims. 


Shaykh ’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-’Abdallah Bin- 
*Abd-al-Rahman Bin-Muhammad Bin-’Abdallah Bin- 
Baz has several children, the eldest of whom is ’Abdal- 
lah, who is about 60 years old, followed by ‘Abd- 
al-Rahman, and then Ahmad, who is a student at the 
Shari’ah College. 


Bin-Baz’s day begins with the dawn prayer with his 
children and some of his companions. 


Lessons in religion follow the prayers. Students and 
shaykhs read books for him. His Eminence explains 
chapters from those books, including the book The 
Opening Glory which Shaykh Ahmad Bin-al-Shaykh 
*Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-Baz reads for him. 
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He then takes breakfast with his comrades at his house. 


He then goes to the Office of the General Headquarters 
of the Scientific Research, Islamic Call, and Guidance. 
Some of his sons and advisers accompany him in his car. 


Bin-Baz’s office contains several chairs but no table 
because he has no need for it since things are submitted 
to him orally. 


During his office hours he receives phone calls from 
people inquiring about issues of interest to them. 


The afternoon is the siesta time. 


After the sunset prayer Bin-Baz holds a public audience 
and listens to inquiries concerning religious and mun- 
dane affairs. Senior Saudi officials visit him. There is a 
religious lesson between the muezzin call and the 
evening prayer. 


Shaykh Bin-Baz fasts every Monday and Thursday of the 
week in accordance with the Prophet’s sunnah. 


He receives a daily bulletin from the Saudi News Agency 
summing up events of the day, which is read to him by 
one of his advisers. 


In travelling around he does not need an official motor- 
cade, for he is renowned for his modesty and asceticism. 


He receives in his residence visitors who come from 
distant places and sees them throughout their stay. 


No less than five people a day become Muslims before 
him. 


Shaykh Bin-Baz is known not to stick to a particular 
ideology, but adheres to the evidence, even if it is 
contrary to the ideology. 


In summer time Shaykh Bin-Baz moves to al-Ta’if, 
taking his lessons with him. He performs the hajj rites 
and issues fatwahs to the pilgrims. 


The Shaykh became blind in 1346 HG [1926] as a result 
of an eye disease. His sight became weak, then he lost it 
completely in 1350 HG [1930]. 


Some 40 years ago His Eminence Shaykh Muhammad 
Bin-Ibrahim Al al-Shaykh, God’s mercy be upon him, 
was appointed mufti of Saudi Arabia and authority for 
its ulemas during the rule of late founder King ’Abd- 
al-’Aziz Bin-’Abd-al-Rahman Al Sa’ud. He was charged 
with supervising religious education in the kingdom. 
When Saudi Arabia became active in the field of scien- 
tific and religious renaissance and in the call of Islam at 
the local and foreign levels, a special body was estab- 
lished to manage the affairs of fatwah, Islamic call, and 
guidance. 
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The directorate of academies and colleges (the present 
Islamic University of Imam Muhammad Bin-Sa’ud) was 
established alongside the administration of mosques 
affairs that comes under the Ministry of Hajj, Religious 
Endowments and Judiciary Affairs [name as published] 
that was placed under the Ministry of Justice and the 
Administration of the Islamic Call placed under the 
Ministry of Islamic Affairs. 


In 1391 HG [1971] Shaykh Ibrahim Bin-Muhammad Al 
al-Shaykh was appointed its director. Four years later 
His Eminence Shaykh ’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-Baz assumed 
the directorship. Objectives of the directorate include: 


e Explaining rules of the Islamic shari’ah on public 
affairs and recommending their application. 

e Raising the standard of education. 

¢ Promoting shari’ah science. 

¢ Providing sources of knowledge to ulemas and 
researchers. 


The Body of Senior Ulemas: 


A body consisting of senior ulemas in the Kingdom 
specialized in Islamic shari’ah. It is the biggest scientific 
religious body in the Kingdom that was established in 
1391 HG (23 years ago) whose objectives are: 


Giving its views on matters referred to it by those in 
authority in order to discuss them and form an opinion 
based on shari’ah evidence. 


Making recommendations regarding religious issues 
relating to determining general rules to act as a guide to 
those in authority. 


The Permanent Committee for scientific and fatwah 
researches: 


It is a branch of the body of senior ulemas whose 
members are elected from among the body of senior 
ulemas whose task it is to prepare scientific research and 
submit them for discussion by the Body and the issuing 
of fatwahs on individual matters. 


The General Secretariat for Islamic Enlightenment 
During Hajj: 

It was established in 1392 HG [1972] with the aim of 
enlightening the pilgrims and guiding them toward 
knowing the hajj rites and instructing them in knowing 
their religious. 


The Saudi Library: 


This is the first public library established in Riyadh in 
1370 HG [1950] with the aim of providing sources of 
knowledge and serving the researchers. 
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SUDAN 


Commentary on Relations With China 


93AF0762C Khartoum AL-INQAZ AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 16 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] 


News, Statement, and Predictions 


Is it just a coincidence? The Chinese do not believe in 
coincidence. Their country has been famous for wisdom and 
the revolution, none of which comes by coincidence. Nor 
does friendly relations, especially between peoples, in par- 
ticular the Sudanese and Chinese people. As of late there 
have been news, statements, predictions, and business deals 
between both China and the Sudan. Last week seemed like 
it was the week of the Sudanese-Chinese friendship. 


China has been mentioned repeatedly. The annual 
address of the head of state described China as the 
everlasting true friend. 


Our new ambassador surprised us with new news, indi- 
cating that the coming era will witness a new stage in the 
relationship between the two countries. The undersecre- 
tary at the Ministry of Trade said that new agreements 
with China will have the effect of acupuncture on the 
market. The only possible coincidence is that I found an 
article published by THE WASHINGTON POST that 
forecasts that the coming century will be the century of 
China. When I was passing through one of the popular 
areas in Umm Durman, I noticed a magnificent building 
with a sign saying that it is the fruit of the Sudanese- 
Chinese friendly relations. This building was about to be 
inaugurated, even though the foundations were laid only 
a few months ago. This is a pattern in all the Chinese 
establishments in the country. 


China is a huge country populated by one fourth of 
mankind. This number becomes very vivid, especially if 
it is mentioned in the Friendship Hall. 


A Testimony to Loyalty 


The address delivered by General "Umar al-Bashir from 
the Friendship Hall to the nation last week was the 
embodiment of the gratitude for uncompromised rela- 
tions. While saluting the cooperating countries and 
nations, he said that China is a true friend, and our 
relationship with it is getting stronger and stronger 
through economic cooperation and as a result of 
common positions in international arenas. 


The reaction to these words was another proof of the 
truth of this friendship. The Friendship Hall is a testi- 
mony to the Sudanese-Chinese friendship that flows like 
the two great rivers of these two countries. 


A Great Idea 


The statements of the undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Trade last Friday were very promising. He said that 
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imported goods will be more adequately priced, due to 
the new agreements with Chinese companies to supply 
Sudan with many goods. 


He also added that these new agreements would result in 
a decrease in the price and demand on the dollar. 


He mentioned that the Chinese have agreed to build a 
textile factory and a cardboard factory in Sudan. 


The Chinese are characterized as being very punctual. 
On the other hand, Sudan is one of the most active Arab 
countries in reaching agreements and implementing 
them, according to the latest Arab economic report 
published last month in Damascus. 


This compatibility between the methods adopted in both 
countries based on independence domestically and 
serious cooperation internationally is a testimony to the 
understanding between the two countries. 


The most noticeable statement of all is that our relations 
with China may help us curb the fluctuations in the 
dollar. This is a great idea. When great hopes are coupled 
by the credibility of peoples it is possible to conquer all 
enemies. This has happened in the past and could 
happen in the future. Again we would like to thank 
China for its sincere cooperation with our country. 


Let us be optimistic as long as there is credibility 
between the governments supported by friendship 
between peoples who try to find their identity and do not 
compromise themselves. As long as there is a future, all 
people have the right to plan. Therefore, it is important 
for us to find out what the world thinks of the future of 
the new China with which Sudan found the best example 
of understanding and a mutual interest of two peoples 


that respect each other. 


Old World Order 


What does the world say today about the role of China? 
The latest international changes resulting from the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and the emergence of a new 
form of domination represented in the so-called new 
world order have paved the way for a Chinese role that 
has as much trust as the credibility of China, its serious- 
ness, and its amazing cultural and population weight. 


This new Chinese role is inevitable. It is either there or 
inevitable. It is just a matter of information. Whenever 
this information is available we will know the whole 
truth. The world might be in for a surprise. The Chinese 
silence is always very rhetorical. 


Some Western sources are mentioning the same thing. 
THE WASHINGTON POST article is just an example. 


For a long time, the third world countries had to know 
the world and even themselves from Western informa- 
tion sources and international media. Others were 
defining us. This unilateral sovereignty in media is the 
reason behind the so-called new world order. In fact it is 
an old world order in the flow of information that acts 
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boldly in the absence of a superpower that completely 
collapsed. It is a new world media order that wants the 
whole world to read, listen to, and repeat the sayings of 
the only remaining superpower, until a further notice 
heralding the emergence of an alternative federal power 
to the Soviet Union. 


An Alternative Superpower 


There is always hope for the problem of this new old 
media order. It became evident that facts could be 
spread internationally, because facts are similar to the 
truth in becoming clear eventually. An example of these 
facts is what THE WASHINGTON POST published, 
saying that the next century is the century of China. 
Within the framework of a free flow of information we 
are told: 


e The Chinese are now spreading all over the world, 
including the United States, that enjoys the trust of 
the markets, universities, and peoples. 

e There are expectations for the establishment of a new 
Japanese-Chinese federation in the wake of the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

¢ A new truly super economic power is emerging, 
represented in the Chinese concentrated presence 
over a large volume of land. 

¢ The power of China stems from its people, not its 
country. China is supported by a independent eco- 
nomic system that depends on theory and slogans. 
THE WASHINGTON POST article reminds us that 
China has respectful experiences regarding its coop- 
eration with other countries. 


Many countries attest to China’s important role in their 
developments. This testimony takes place even in the 
United States. AL-HILAL Egyptian Weekly quotes an 
American development expert, George Sternleib as 
saying, “There is nothing wrong in New York that a 
million Chinese could not fix.” 


George Cocoon, the author of THE WASHINGTON 
POST article, says that the emergence of a Chinese eco- 
nomic power seems as if it represents the international 
existence of a power much bigger that any communist 
political regime that the United States was afraid of. 


Economic Integration With Libya Defined 


934E0762A Khartoum AL-INQAZ AL-WATANI 
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[Unattributed article: “Sudan-Libya Integration Priorities 
Defined for the Coming Stage; Concentration on Food 
Sufficiency and Bilateral Commercial Cooperation”) 


[Text] General "Umar al-Bashir, Chairman of the Revo- 
lutionary Command Council and the Ministers Council 
approved the resolutions of the ministerial committee 
for the Sudanese-Libyan integration and the detailed 
specifications of the objectives of the coming era to deal 
with the issue of food sufficiency and to especially 
concentrate on simplifying the procedures of trade and 
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cooperation between the two countries, eliminating all 
obstacles, establishing chambers of commerce, and 
opening the accredited commercial attache offices for 
the Sudanese Embassy in Tripoli and the office of the 
Libyan Brotherhood in Khartoum. 


Dr. Farugq al-Bishri, secretary general of the Sudanese- 
Libyan integration authority, after his meeting yesterday 
with Gen. al-Bashir, said that Sudanese-Libyan relation- 
ships were reviewed within the framework of the inte- 
gration between the two countries, with special emphasis 
on the latest decisions of the ministerial committee held 
in the Greater Jamahiriyah from 15-17 May. 


Al-Bishri said that the decisions included the establish- 
ment of the structure by setting up a follow-up com- 
mittee that includes the Sudanese minister for presiden- 
tial affairs and the secretary of unity affairs at the 
Jamahiriyah in order to fill the time gaps between the 
successions of the ministerial committee. These time 
gaps represented obstacles for the continuity of the 
integration activities. 


As for the development of the structure, Dr. al-Bishri 
said that it is represented in the establishment of five 
technical committees, namely the Committee for Food 
Sufficiency and Infrastructure that implements the stage- 
by-stage program. As for food sufficiency, the projects 
approved by the ministerial committee will be imple- 
mented to set up this Sudanese-Libyan Development 
and Investment Company to generate its capital, espe- 
cially after it was authorized to accept funds from local 
investors to establish the specialized subsidiary compa- 
nies in all fields. 


This is in addition to activating Libyan public invest- 
ment in Sudan in both agriculture and industry. He 
added that a high-level Libyan delegation is due to arrive 
shortly in the Sudan to finalize the steps to give a 
momentum to investment. 


Co-Op Starts Gas Distribution 


93AF0763C Khartoum AL-INQAZ AL-WATANI 
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[Unattributed article: “The Beginning of the Distribu- 
tion of Commercial Benzene Thursday; Steps for the 
Distribution of Gas and Pipes Through Cooperatives in 
September’’] 


[Text] After tomorrow (Thursday), the distribution of 
commercial benzene to the citizens begins by way of all 
of the commercial stations, which will operate from 0500 
to 2200. According to the general rules that were laid 
down, 5 gallons of benzene will be issued weekly to every 
car at a price of 400 pounds per gallon, while the weekly 
established quota will continue at its announced price. 


Dr. Ali al-Khadar, the general director of the Transpor- 
tation and Petroleum Administration, announced in 
news statements yesterday that the general rules that 
were laid down to limit the allocation of commercial 
benzene to the amount of 5 gallons will be done away 
with later on. At such time, the matter will be left to the 
citizens to issue any amount open-endedly without lim- 
itation or rules. 
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He said that certain service stations were designated for 
disbursement of the established quotas of commercial 
benzene to companies, institutions, and the production 
sectors. He announced the distribution of commercial 
benzene to foreigners starting today from the al-Amarat 
Total station by means of coupons obtained from the 
Organization for foreigners. 


Dr. Ali al-Khadar pointed out that the large amounts of 
commercial benzene arriving at Port Sudan amount to 
35.5 thousand tons. Its details are as follows: 15 thou- 
sand tons of Shell, 7.5 thousand tons of Mobil, 3 thou- 
sand tons Total, and 10 thousand tons from the Public 
Foundation for Petroleum. He confirmed that steps for 
its transport to Khartoum have actually begun. 


Dr. Ali al-Khadar added in a statement to (AL-INQAZ 
AL-WATANI) that the yielding of commercial benzene 
to the citizens will participate in a large way to loosening 
the constrictions that the state of Khartoum has wit- 
nessed recently due to an increase in the number of 
citizens using public transportation as a result of a lack 
of sufficient benzene for private cars. The number of 
private cars in the state amounts to 70 thousand, each 
being issued two gallons per week. 


AL-INQAZ AL-WATANTI has taken an expansive tour to 
study a number of transportation sites in the state where 
it has noticed clear constriction and the scarcity of cars 
operating in the various lines, in spite of the fact that the 
established allotments of benzene and gasoline are suf- 
ficient, according to the assurances of the drivers of the 
buses. One of the workers in the field office of the 
Administration of Public Transportation and Petroleum 
of the governorate of Khartoum pointed out that the 
median number of cars operating during recent days was 
less than usual, which led to some of the constrictions, in 
spite of the fact that they were issued the total estab- 
lished allotment of gasoline and benzene. 


On another front, the Ibrisi company will begin distrib- 
uting gas to the citizens at the beginning of next Sep- 
tember when all of the special materials for filling the 
storage tanks, the carrier fleets, and a large number of 
cylinders, totalling 100 thousand as a first installment, 
will have arrived at Port Sudan. 


Colonel Yusef Abd al-Fatah, vice governor of Khar- 
toum—in his address at the comprehensive meeting that 
included, in addition to the owners of the company, 
representatives of the Ministry of Housing and the 
Administrations of Public Transportation and Petro- 
leum and of Investment in the State—affirmed that the 
state government will support this national implementa- 
tion, which he said will participate in closing the large 
gap in this field. 


Dr. Ali al-Khadar, general director of the Administration 
of Public Transportation and Petroleum, described the 
plan that the company has undertaken. He said that it is 
integral, where the company will undertake the personal 
importation of gas, in addition to the fact that it 


JPRS-NEA-93-098 
1 October 1993 


increased the corresponding storage capacity by estab- 
lishing storage tanks in Port Sudan for nine thousand 
tons of gas, as well as establishing other storage tanks in 
Khartoum. It was also able to increase the carrier fleet 
and the new filling apparatus. 


The general director of the Ibrisi Company confirmed 
that the distribution of pipes will be arranged with the 
government of the state of Khartoum through the coop- 
eratives for all the workers in the state organizations and 
for the citizens in the various sections [of the city]. He 
added that doing business with the company will be 
direct, without agents. 


Dr. Ali al-Khadar pointed out that the state of Khartoum 
actually needs one million pipes, while the present 
supply is 170 thousand. 


Subsidies Renewed Under Pressure 


93AF0772A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
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[“Sudan Yields to Pressures and Subsidizes Basic Com- 
modities”’] 


[Text] Taking a measure considered to be a retreat from 
the policies of liberalizing the economy that started more 
than a year ago, the Government of Sudan decided to 
reinstate price control and subsidies granted to basic 
commodities to alleviate the suffering of the consumers 
resulting from last year’s adoption of free market policies. 


Sudan TV reported yesterday that the decision to adopt 
the new measures came after a ten-hour government 
meeting held on Wednesday under the chairmanship of 
General ‘Umar Hasan al-Bashir, chairman of the Revo- 
lutionary Command Council for National Salvation. 
Sudan TV quoted Staff Colonel [rank as published] 
Salah al-Din Muhammad Karrar, member of the gov- 
erning Revolution Leadership Council, who said that the 
commodities covered by the reinstatement of the subsi- 
dies include bread, sugar, rice, cooking oil, soap, medi- 
cine, and school supplies. 


The announcement of the new measures came the same 
day that Taj al-Sirr Mustafa, Sudanese Minister of 
Industry, said in Amman that Sudan would shortly resume 
its talks with the International Monetary Fund in an 
attempt to settle overdue debts to the Fund totalling $1.5 
million. As a result of tense relations with Sudan, the Fund 
had announced last month that it had taken measures to 
declare Sudan ineligible to draw money from the Fund 
because of its delinquency in paying its debts. 


Observers in London said that these measures taken by 
the Sudanese Government were necessary to avoid pop- 
ular pressures and the anger of the Trade Unions that 
had started to protest openly. However, sources said that 
these measures would put Sudan back to the stage that 
prevailed in the eighties, when the successive govern- 
ments refused to decrease the subsidies and liberalize the 
prices for fear of possible price hikes. 
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Dr. Mustafa said two days ago that the plans adopted by 
Sudan since July 1990, in the framework of the economic 
salvation program and providing opportunities for the 
private sector, are in harmony with the policies of the 
International Monetary Fund. 


In February of 1992, the Sudanese Government started 
adopting a number of economic liberalization measures 
to halt the economic deterioration. These measures 
included liberalizing prices and canceling subsidies. 


Economists believe that the measures announced yes- 
terday seemed to target alleviating the affects of the 
change to the market economy. 


Mr. Karrar said that the prices of the subsidized com- 
modities will be set regularly by price councils that 
include representatives of suppliers of goods and ser- 
vices, consumers, and the government. These prices will 
be protected by law, but no special tribunals will be 
formed to take legal action against the violators. In order 
to encourage production and solve the problem of 
decreasing supply, agricultural products are not to be 
subject to the new price policy. Mr. Karrar, who is also 
the Minister of Energy, said that ration cards would be 
issued for these subsidized commodities that are going to 
be distributed by public institutions at below market 
rates. Other measures that aim at decreasing the suffer- 
ings of the fixed-income people include decreasing elec- 
tricity rates, transportation fares for students, hospital 
fees, and the price of medicine. Fixed-income people will 
also be able to purchase gasoline and cooking gas at 
subsidized prices. 


Small producers will be able to obtain electricity for 
lower prices, while a state subsidized bank would buy 
houses for the fixed-income people. Karrar said that the 
government had approved a bill to increase the min- 
imum tax exempt income from 2,500 Sudanese pounds 
($17.00) according to the official rate of exchange to 
4,500 Sudanese pounds per month ($30.00). He added 
that the government is committed to reviewing wages 
every six months. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Nu’man on Building, Developing YSP 


93LH0019A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
21 Jul 93 p 6 


[Interview with Dr Yasin Sa’id Nu’man, secretary of 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP), by Abdallah Hammudah 
and Lutfi Shatarah in Aden and Sanaa; date not given: 
“Attempt To Assassinate Me Cannot Be Linked to 
Passage of Education Law, 3 Options for Building YSP 
and Broadening Its Institutions’—first five paragraphs 
are AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT introduction] 


[Text] Despite his announced desire for a “furlough,” 
Dr. Yasin Sa’id Nu’man has been unable to leave the 
Yemeni political scene. He left the office of speaker of 
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parliament and turned down the premiership, but he 
agreed to head the secretariat of the central committee of 
the Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP). 


Although he admits that the secretariat’s existence may 
not be a temporary phenomenon if the party’s fourth 
conference in a few months approves its continuation, he 
still expresses a desire to obtain the rest he wants. He 
may deserve rest, especially after the slipped disk that 
forced him to travel to Germany for treatment, but he 
may not get it, because he has a duty to return to his job 
and prepare for the party conference that is to come at 
the soonest possible opportunity. 


This interview with Dr. Nu’man took place in two parts: 
the first in Aden before the recent session of the central 
committee, and the second in Sanaa after the committee 
met and Dr. Nu’man was selected as head of the secre- 
tariat in order to make use of his political abilities and 
expertise at this stage in time. 


The interview raised such current questions as differ- 
ences of opinion in the ranks of the YSP, the YSP’s 
relations with the People’s Conference, and circum- 
stances of the rebuilding of the party structure. It also 
dealt with the achievements of the previous parliament 
and the circumstances that await the legislation that 
parliament passed as that legislation is applied practi- 
cally during the coming period. 


The following is the text of the interview. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] What new circumstances 
arose after the latest session of the central committee and 
your election to head the secretariat? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Circumstances arose that were marked by 
a new spirit—perhaps at the personal level. At the party 
level what was new was the scheduling of the fourth 
general conference by next 30 November. 


On the personal level, the job I was assigned interfered 
with my decision to take a rest that I mentioned in our 
previous conversation. But it will be a temporary job, God 
willing, until the coming conference. Now we have to 
prepare for the party’s general conference. I feel that by 
assuming this job I am discharging something of an obli- 
gation to the party at a difficult, complex time. I feel that 
the brothers who were elected to the secretariat have the 
ability and talent to do the job with a high degree of 
responsibility and to finish drafting the party documents— 
the program for internal action, the political report, and 
the final document to be issued by the conference. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Does your election as head of 
the secretariat mean that you have been vested with 
powers that were the prerogative of other leaders, such as 
Assistant General Secretary Salim Salih Muhammad? 


[Dr. Nu’man] The position of head of the secretariat has 
been newly instituted in the party at this time in order to 
accomplish specific tasks. Whether the position is 
extended or not will be decided at the conference. It in 
no way affects party prerogatives that existed previously. 
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The general secretary and the assistant general secretary 
each has his own powers and prerogatives. 


In the past it was assumed that the general secretary of 
the party would head the secretariat. If he was absent, the 
assistant general secretary would do so. However, 
because the two have been busy recently, they have not 
been able to manage the work of the secretariat; so this 
position has been instituted temporarily to run party 
activities. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Some political circles predict 
that duplication of responsibilities and positions, 
whether in the government or in the party, will impede 
action. They predict that after the constitutional changes 
a new position of party chief will be established. It will be 
honorary and will be held by ‘Ali Salim al-Bid, the 
present vice president and general secretary. There will 
then be an office of general secretary and an office of 
head of the secretariat—the latter to oversee running the 
party’s daily affairs. Has this been put on the agenda of 
the fourth general conference? 


[Dr. Nu’man] It has been proposed as one option for 
restructuring party organs. There are also other options. 
For example, one could preserve the current arrange- 
ment. Other options would incorporate elements from 
the two options just mentioned. These three options 
have been raised for resolution in the draft document on 
internal organization and general secretariat. The situa- 
tion may remain as it is, but with more powers defined 
for the secretariat, so that it would take charge of various 
party affairs. 


All these options move in the direction of strengthening 
the position of the party’s day-to-day leadership, so that 
it will be able to run party affairs. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Does this mean that the job 
of head of the secretariat will not be temporary? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] Don’t anticipate matters. Our previous 
conversation remains applicable. (In a previous inter- 
view with AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, Dr. Yasin said he 
needed what he called “a furlough” from official and 
party responsibilities.) 


Fundamental Changes 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Given the changes that the 
YSP is experiencing—from a ruling party into one party 
among others participating in governing according to the 
number of seats it has won in elections—what change is 
going to take place in the party’s documents? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Do you mean how this will affect the 
documents of the party? 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Yes. 


[Dr. Nu’man] If you mean the party’s basic theoretical 
documents, such as the internal rules and the platform, I 
think there will be no change or effect. A party must 
formulate its documents with a vision that permits its 
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activity to be organized whether the party be in power or 
in Opposition. But if you mean election platforms or 
practical programs, the programs of an opposition party 
will certainly differ from those of a ruling party, just as 
the programs of a party completely in power will differ 
from those of a party that shares in governing. 


Thus we now have a coalition document between the 
YSP, the People’s Congress, and the Grouping for 
Reform, laying out a program for a coalition govern- 
ment. It is now being drafted in final form. There are still 
limited differences about certain aspects. 


My view was and still is that small differences about the 
government’s program should not affect the course of the 
coalition, but should be set aside and raised before 
parliament. The majority should decide the matter after 
each party records its position. You then reach formulas 
with which each party’s position is eroded. In other 
words, the internal positions of the parties in the coali- 
tion should merge into one position. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Do you mean that the govern- 
ment sometimes will operate by compromise formula? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Sometimes perhaps by compromise for- 
mula. But on the education law, for example, I think the 
party has a clear position. I see no possibility that the 
party’s position on the education law will be eroded in 
order to reach a compromise formula. But such issues 
can be raised in parliament, and the majority can decide 
them. The party will accept what the majority decides. 
But this does not mean a change in the party’s position 
on the education law. 


Party Name 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Regarding changing the party 
documents, it may now be difficult to talk about sub- 
stance and content, but there are two points relating to 
form. First, at one time it was proposed that the party 
might change its name to add the word “democratic.” 
The second point regards changing the text espousing 
“scientific socialism” to allow a role for the private and 
mixed sectors in the development process. What is your 
opinion on this? 


[Dr. Nu’man] As for the name change, it has been put on 
the agenda of the coming party conference. The subject 
still provokes discussion, but I don’t think it constitutes 
a major issue. We can finish debating it—we have 
already covered a lot of ground on the matter. As for the 
issue of the party’s intellectual, economic, and theoret- 
ical program, I believe that the party has raised the idea 
of partnership between the private sector and national 
capital in the past. The party’s theoretical outlook has 
already changed greatly in many respects. The party’s 
new platform and the proposal to be submitted to the 
conference may draw their spirit from the election plat- 
form the party proposed in the past elections. 


We expect the party’s vision of the coming phase to be 
defined, subject to the developments for which the party 
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is Struggling in actual life. The issue of the private sector 
and the public sector does not form a problem. However, 
we should indicate that the party must bear responsi- 
bility for dealing with certain aspects of issues of public 
organizations for which it was responsible for many 
years. It must bear responsibility for the workers in 
them. They number in the thousands and are encoun- 
tering day-to-day problems at the present time. 


These organizations, with their material resources and 
national wealth, must not be wasted because of terms such 
as economic freedom. This must be one of the major issues 
for which the party works in the government. 


Head of Government 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Regarding your personal 
position: the post of head of government was offered to 
you. Consultations took place about the matter, but you 
did not accept. Why? 


[Dr. Nu’man] I don’t like to talk about the subject. Let’s 
leave it to history. 


Party Talks 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Contacts have started and 
have intensified between the YSP and the Yemeni 
Grouping for Reform. Where do these contacts stand 
now? How far have they gone? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Yes, there are contacts for talks between 
the YSP and the Yemeni Grouping for Reform. These 
contacts are not new; they began at an early period. We 
in the YSP have always called for dialogue with all 
political parties active in Yemen. We began dialogue 
with the [Grouping for] Reform about two years ago. It 
faltered for many reasons, including the psychological 
incidents that were manufactured in various ways in 
relations between the two parties. 


Neither the YSP nor the Grouping for Reform had a 
vision of the things to which each of the parties adhered. 
In other words, the Grouping for Reform had not 
understood the YSP’s vision and its program on the 
issues it normally raised. The same was true of the YSP 
in its relations with the [Grouping for] Reform. Things 
therefore seemed far apart, and it appeared at first that 
neither party could understand the other. 


However, when the matter was raised in its political 
context, the picture became clear. One could see that 
there were matters on which agreement was possible, 
while other matters stood out on which there was differ- 
ence or disagreement. Still other issues needed more 
time. My view was that at the present time one could not 
involve the political dialogue with the intellectual dia- 
logue, but that the two could become partially inter- 
twined with this problem. 


For example, if we get into discussion of the issue of 
governance in Yemen from the intellectual point of view, 
the issue could be put on the discussion table at the same 
time as aspects having a practical political character. 
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Thus, at the recent meeting on 22 June attended by 17 
members of the YSP’s political bureau and 17 leaders of 
the Grouping for Reform, discussion was both friendly and 
critical. Issues and ideas were raised for discussion. A 
committee was formed, and Professor “Abd-al-Wahhab 
al-Ansi and I were assigned to continue the discussion. 


Broadening Membership 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] You said that the issue of 
broadening the membership of the political bureau—the 
central committee—is being left to the general confer- 
ence. How many members does the political bureau 
currently have? 


{Dr. Nu’man] The political bureau has 23 members. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Is there an intention to 
increase this number to 45 or 50 members, even though 
increasing the size of the political bureau may be at the 
expense of the discipline of its activity? 


[Dr. Nu’man] It depends on how the party structure is 
reshaped—whether we have a political bureau, a secre- 
tariat, and a central committee, or whether we adopt 
another form, with a leadership body along with an 
executive committee at its summit. As for the central 
committee, it wil! exist with the same name, but will be 
broadened to include social personalities. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] It is said to number fewer 
than 100 currently. 


{Dr. Nu’man] No, its number currently is about 110. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] The point I want to make is 
that the criteria and size of membership now have 
changed. Before unification there was secret member- 
ship in the north. It was made public after unification. 
Before unification there were about 33,000 party mem- 
bers; now there are about 250,000. Doesn’t this need to 
be reflected in the makeup of party institutions? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Yes, it needs to be, because new social 
forces and strata have entered the party and because its 
field of activity has broadened to include new geograph- 
ical areas. Also during this period we lost a number of 
central committee members. The central committee is 
expected to be reshaped to give representation to the 
areas whose representatives have died and to other areas, 
as well as to the new strata. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Has opinion turned toward 
rebuilding the party base on the basis of geographical units 
like the administrative units or the election districts? 


[Dr. Nu’man] There is such a trend. The most successful 
direction in my opinion would be to link the party base 
with the new democratic form, the election districts. 
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Speakership of Parliament 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] As former speaker of parlia- 
ment, can you state the issues you are proud of having 
brought up and those in which you failed? 


{Dr. Nu’man] I cannot say that our work was all suc- 
cesses. There were also failures. There were results that 
we considered below what we hoped for. The main issue 
in the last parliament—which, I can say, achieved posi- 
tive results—was contributing to building the edifice of a 
unified state and legislation and passing the many laws 
that have formed the legal structure of this state not just 
for the past three years, but that will remain in force 
during coming years. 


I can say that the last parliament was unable to exercise its 
oversight functions in accordance with the constitution. 
This was because of the conditions of building the state 
during that early period, when laws had not been com- 
pleted and when the regulations for various institutions 
had not yet been drawn up. The state of the government 
apparatus did not permit the exercise of real parliamentary 
oversight as is the case under stable conditions. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Are there particular laws that 
you failed to achieve? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] We suffered many difficulties in the 
legislative process, because we were merging two sepa- 
rate experiences into one. The two experiences were 
characterized by division. Then they were merged 
together to constitute one new experience. 


Parliament was up to the level of this responsibility, but 
it faced certain real difficulties in passing the education 
law—not because the law involved essential or ideolog- 
ical differences, but because no political readiness had 
form ::d among everyone to discuss such a law; and this in 
circumstances when we hoped that the law would serve 
the unity of the educational system and future genera- 
tions, which we feared might be torn apart if the educa- 
tional system continued in the form it had in the past, 
whether in the south or in the north. This law had to be 
discussed and achieved publicly, with debate and discus- 
sion. Unfortunately, some tried to involve the law with 
political dimensions that had no meaning. 


Changing Laws 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] To what laws do you expect 
to make changes, particularly now that the Yemeni 
Grouping for Reform has obtained the speakership of 
parliament and a considerable number of seats in the 
elected assembly? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] We have heard in some statements that 
there are serious intentions to debate certain laws again. 
However, the call or need to review any law must have 
arisen from the experience of these laws in practical life, 
and application must have demonstrated that the law 
needs alteration. Most of the laws passed by the previous 
parliament have not yet been tested in actual life. A 
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sincere call therefore must be addressed to the govern- 
ment to move these pieces of legislation into practical 
reality and test them by implementation. In this way, the 
review or alteration will indeed harmonize with the 
objective need of the reality in which these laws are 
implemented. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] You threatened to resign 
when you were speaker of parliament. Was the threat 
related to any law being considered before parliament? 


[Dr. Nu’man] When certain subjects of a political char- 
acter were being considered, reference to the will of 
parliament was always what determined whether or not 
to proceed in submitting the matter. Perhaps we were 
forced at some time to talk publicly about resigning when 
there was bargaining to take certain laws (including the 
education law) out of parliament after parliament 
insisted on discussing the law. Parliament therefore 
continued to discuss it until it was approved. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] There is said to have been a 
relation between parliament’s approval of the education 
law and last year’s assassination attempt against you. 


[Dr. Nu’man] In fact, the disturbance to security in 
Yemen during that period went beyond merely linking 
this attempt to a particular event; it fell within the 
framework of a general disturbance of security in 
Yemen. It was also an attempt to drag the country into 
major problems and thereby make it depart from its 
course toward democracy and elections. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Are there any new details 
about the ringleaders of the attempt? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] The sccurity agencies announced before 
the elections that they intended to produce some of the 
suspects in the attempted assassination of Engineer 
al-Haribi and the attack on my old house where I used to 
live in the Haddah [name as published] area. However, 
the official agencies’ announcement completely 
neglected to talk about the actual attack on my other 
house last August. 


I asked the relevant agencies how one could talk about 
producing certain suspects charged with attempting to fire 
a shell at the old house, at a time when a report by the 
interior minister said that those in custody were those in 
fact suspected of firing the shell at the house in which I 
currently live. I have received no clear answer to date on 
this. 


Differences, Not Disagreements 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] As a leadership member in 
the YSP, what is the truth about the splits or differences 
within your party, and what are their causes? 


[Dr. Nu’man] First, there are no splits in the sense that 
some have rumored, but disagreements and differences 
do in fact exist. They are due to the large, strategic issues 
confronting the party, such as the issue of unification 
with the Popular General Congress. About this issue 
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there are various opinions and differences. How does 
one reach such a goal, if opinion finally settles on the 
view that building a unified organization will really serve 
the interest of the two parties, the interest of the nation 
and political life generally, and other things? I therefore 
think that differing about it is not only a legitimate right, 
but is necessary, because each member of the party, 
whether in the leadership cadre or in the base, considers 
himself responsible for the party’s destiny and bears 
direct responsibility concerning its burdens. 


Whatever has been said about such differences, disagree- 
ments, or splits, they constitute a healthy phenomenon. 
However, people throughout the country have not 
become accustomed politically to disagreeing democrat- 
ically and agreeing democratically. This may be because 
the authoritarian aspect that dominated political life 
continues to leave its effect on the evaluation of any 
phenomenon. 


Party, Conference 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Was your leaving the speak- 
ership of parliament a political deal between influential 
forces because of your statements rejecting unification 
between the YSP and the People’s Congress at the 
proposed speed? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] Leaving parliament was a personal deci- 
sion that I made at any early time, when nominations for 
the elections closed. I had prepared myself for such a 
situation for reasons more personal than political: first, 
because every person needs a halt where he can recon- 
sider many issues and private matters on the personal 
level. I do not hide the fact that I wanted to apply to 
myself the principle of peaceful alternation of power. 


As for the relation between the party and the [People’s] 
Congress, I am one of the people most eager for this 
relation to develop systematically, gradually, and on 
firm foundations, so that we do not put the relationship 
to a test that may succeed or fail. I have always wanted 
the relationship to be a matter of success by strength- 
ening firm foundations that really enable it to reach its 
goals without resorting to experimentalism. Such a task 
does not admit of emotions, political bargaining, or 
uncertain experimentation. Immediate merging or uni- 
fication leads to risk, and there are many experiences [of 
this] in Yemen and outside Yemen. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] The agreement on coordina- 
tion in an alliance toward eventual unification between 
the [People’s] Congress and the YSP received a luke- 
warm reception from a number of YSP members. What 
were the reasons? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] The agreement talked about constitutional 
changes and political reforms. Everyone was agreed at 
the talks, including the talks of the four-party committee 
and then the talks of the six-party committee. The 
problem regarding the YSP and the [People’s] Congress 
that was seen before the elections was that the country 
was embarking upon the practice of democracy and felt 
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there was a need for constitutional reforms. It raised the 
issue of these reforms with visions close to each other, 
despite the distance between views of certain aspects, 
and it still needs more debate about them. 


The document was oriented toward constitutional changes 
and, at the same time, toward creating suitable conditions 
to prepare the country for elections and their aftermath. 
The issue of unification had no connection with this 
subject, nor was it its cause. Suddenly the issue of unifica- 
tion was raised—as well as the composition of the com- 
mittees, including the unification committee, and the 
drafting of principles and documents—under circum- 
stances that were very critical (during the election period). 
It was a mistake to introduce a major issue like unification 
casually into such a document. Let the issue have its own 
independent document that can give people something to 
discuss. As for its entering casually into another issue, our 
fear was that we should find another issue linked to the 
issue of unification: that at one time it would be linked to 
the issue of the method of administering the state during 
the transition period, at another time it would be linked to 
the issue of constitutional mobilization, and at another 
time it would be linked to different issues. This issue must 
be viewed independently. It was therefore dealt with 
politically, and not dealt with in its ideologically and 
Organizational framework. Thus arose the disagreement 
about this problem. This naturally is a kind of new 
experimental practice for a serious issue of this sort. 


Disagreement Styles 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Was it for these reasons that 
you stayed away from the signing ceremonies, just as a 
number of members of the political bureau stayed away? 


{[Dr. Nu’man] Some of them may have been absent 
because they did not know the time of the meeting and 
the signing of the agreement. The absence of the others 
was also a matter connected with the method and 
manner in which the talks about the unification issue 
were conducted. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Does that mean that the 
agreement was signed without the knowledge of some 
leaders? 


[Dr. Nu’man] Noi only without knowledge, but, as I said, 
it was related to the way in which the talks were managed 
and the way of managing an issue of this kind. [Man- 
aged] in this way, it gives you an impression that it is a 
question that is not serious. That is why a number of 
leaders stayed away because they lacked knowledge 
about the document until it was signed. Although I knew 
about it, my position in brief was that an issue of this 
kind should not have been managed in this way. This is 
my personal opinion. I will remain with any person who 
has an opinion about this issue until party consensus is 
reached on it. I will continue to talk to any person who 
remains outside the consensus until he comes into the 
consensus. 
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[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] The practices of some party 
leaders have affected the party’s reputation negatively 
and confused the rank-and-file. Lack of communication 
in the past between the base and the leadership helped 
solidify the idea that the leadership was out to serve its 
personal interests. 


{[Dr. Nu’man] The mechanism of party activity has 
changed from what it used to be. The old mechanism of 
party activity has to change into a new style. In the past, 
there was discipline and continued and periodic meet- 
ings. These began from the base organizations up to the 
leadership bodies in the form of district, governorate, 
and other committees. Their activity and method were 
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close to the form of the government. The base organiza- 
tion used to meet in every installation to discuss condi- 
tions and issues of the installation. Under the new 
conditions this form is changing. We are discussing a 
new mechanism to organize the activity of the party both 
at the base and at the leadership level. 


As for some practices of party leaders, it would be better 
for me not to defend anyone. However, I can say with 
full confidence that many YSP leaders in various places 
have given an excellent and distinguished example. 
There are some whose disposition has changed quickly. I 
think they are subject to an accounting, just as any 
person in any position would be subject to one. There are 
party leaders in the government who have represented 
the party well in spite of all the temptations. 
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IRAN 


Austria Assists in Forestation of 10,000 Hectares 


93LA0227E Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’I in Persian 11 
Aug 93 p 11 


[Text] Tehran—12 Mordad [3 August]. The Joint Iran- 
Austria Forestry Project will begin next month with the 
planting of 10,000 hectares of saplings in the forest and 
mountain areas of Tonokabon in Mazandaran. 


Fallah, chief of the National Forest and Pastures Orga- 
nization, who had gone to Mazandaran with the Aus- 
trian minister of agriculture and forestry, announced the 
above. He said: In order to make use of Austria’s forestry 
experience and scientific technology, in the near future 
10 of this organization’s experts will be sent to Austria to 
undergo training. The Austrian minister of agriculture 
and forestry announced his country’s willingness to 
develop scientific and research cooperation in agricul- 
ture and forestry with Iran, and he announced its will- 
ingness to invest in the transfer of technology and 
forestry experience. 


Seventeen Million Suffer From Poor Nutrition 
93LA0237B London KEYHAN in Persian 5 Aug 93 p 4 


[Text] In its 20 Tir [11 July] issue, the newspaper 
SALAM emphasized the negative consequences of Iran’s 
population growth. It writes that “the imbalance 
between production in the agricultural sector and soci- 
ety’s nutritional needs is one of the important factors in 
the emergence of severe malnutrition among 2 million 
people and moderate malnutrition among 15 million 
people in society.” SALAM adds that “‘as the result of 
the population increase, the failure to distribute the 
population properly over the land and the inability to 
meet the needs of the growing rural population, there has 
been a flood of the surplus rural population to the cities. 
Ultimately, this has caused the rate of migration in the 
country to go from 11 percent in 1335 [21 March 
1956-20 March 1957] to 15.5 percent in the year 1359 
[21 March 1970-20 March 1971] to 25 percent in the 
year 1370 (21 March 1991-20 March 1992]. This in itself 
has bred other important problems such as the appear- 
ance of shanty towns and slum dwellers.” 


In discussing the results of the population census in the 
year 1370, SALAM writes that “in the last five years, 
despite the addition of 7.5 million people to the nation’s 
population, the total number of the nation’s families 
went from 9,673,000 in the year 1365 [21 March 1986 20 
March 1987] to 11,101,000 in the year 1370. In other 
words, in the year 1365 there was an average of 511 
people per 100 families, and this figure increased to 523 
in the year 1370. This can be connected to the fact that 
housing has grown more slowly than the population, 
which has made it difficult to break up the family and 
form a new family.” 
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SALAM adds, “Among the negative and very important 
developments is the imbalance in the uncontrolled 
growth and the increase in the nation’s population below 
the age of 15, which has risen above 26 million. This 
itself is a kind of danger signal, because it indicates an 
increase in the capital-consuming population and soci- 
ety’s failure to develop. A look at existing statistics 
indicates that in the period between 1365 and 1370, 11 
million people were added to the nation’s population 
below the age of 15, and this has brought society up 
against a basic problem, especially in the education and 
training sector.” 


On the other hand, on 27 July in an analysis of the 
consequences of population growth in the world, Agence 
France-Presse wrote that the increase in the active pop- 
ulation on the planet earth has reached an alarming level 
and has brought economic growth against a huge barrier. 
Agence France-Presse adds that even to keep employ- 
ment at its present level and to prevent endangering the 
present social-economic situation, in the next ten years 
at least 1 billion jobs must be created. 


Agence France-Presse says that earth’s population, 
which is now 5.5 billion, will be 8.5 billion by the year 
2025, and the active population will increase from 2.4 
billion to 3.7 billion. Before the year 2,000 the active 
population in Mexico will reach 18 million, 20 million in 
Bangladesh, and 7.3 million in Kenya. 


Seventy-Five Percent of Population Deprived of 
Social Services 
93LA0239A Tehran SALAM in Persian 31 Aug 93 p 1 


[Text] Of the 60 million population of the country, 75 
percent are deprived of Social Security Organization ser- 
vices. 


Based on statistics announced by the director general of 
training of the Social Security Organization, this organi- 
zation only covers 15 million people of the national 
population. 


According to this official, the revenues of the Social 
Security Organization are provided from the insurance 
premiums received from the insured. ; 


The source of the insurance premiums include the 
employers’ 20 percent share, the insured persons’ share 7 
percent share, and 3 percent for the government’s share. 


Khalil Tajlil said: The number of people covered by this 
organization has increased by three times in the past 14 
years. 


Speaking in Hamadan, he explained that a one-year and 
a five-year plan have been implemented in order to train 
the employees of this organization to offer more services 
to the insured. 


At the present time, the insured persons who are taking 
a medical treatment leave must wait for months to get 
what is due them during the time of treatment from the 
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Social Security Organization, and it seems that such 
training will be effective in solving the problems of the 
insured. 


One-Third of Country’s Rice Needs Imported 
93LA0237C London KEYHAN in Persian 12 Aug 93 p 4 


[Text] The nation’s annual consumption of rice is 2.04 
million tons, while domestic production is 300,000 tons, 
and thus one-third of the rice needed is imported. 


Engineer Hashemi, deputy for technical and executive 
affairs in the National Agricultural Organization for the 
province of Mazandaran, announced the above at a 
meeting of the Province Farmers’ Council. He said: This 
rice is imported through the Ministry of Commerce. 


According to him, in recent years, in addition to this 
large amounts of rice have also been imported through 
the nation’s eastern borders, and this has saturated 
domestic markets with imported rice. 


He said: Every year between 11 and 13 million tons of 
rice are traded on the world’s markets, and this year this 
figure has reached 12.6 million tons, and this has 
brought down the price of rice on international markets. 


He added: With the introduction of high-yield varieties, 
the price of rice will continue to decrease until the year 
2000. Currently the largest purchasers of rice are the 
Middle East and North Africa. 


IRNA reports that he announced that if the rice trade in 
Our country is not controlled, the amount of rice being 
cultivated will decrease. He added: In recent years up to 
53 percent of the agricultural lands in Mazandaran has 
been allocated for the cultivation of high-yield rice, and 
this has now fallen to 40 percent. 


Many Prohibited Medications Continue To Be 
Prescribed 


93LA0237L London KEYHAN in Persian 9 Sep 93 p 4 


[Text] It may be hard for those who are far away from 
Iran to believe that these days a number of medical 
patients die in Iran because of the lack of medicine. 


This is currently happening on a daily basis. If you speak 
with physicians, nurses and patients, they will tell you 
sad stories. They consider this frightening tragedy to be 
the result of the flight of specialists, unsound manage- 
ment, economic chaos, and administrative and financial 
corruption. 


The people say it is truly regrettable that the people of 
the second-largest oil exporting nation in the world do 
not have access to the most commonplace drugs. They 
are angry that with all their claims and big talk, after 15 
years the regime’s officials still have not been able to put 
the nation’s disorderly drug situation in order. The 
results of the research of a group of newspaper reporters 
who prepared a report on the drug situation in Iran 
shows that although the Islamic Republic understands 
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the problem very well, the inadequacy of officials, the 
government’s empty treasury, and the ubiquitous admin- 
istrative corruption have caused the level of health care 
and treatment in our country to fall even further behind 
than that of its neighbors. On the other hand, sociologists 
consider the effects of the shortage of drugs and the 
disorderly state of treatment affairs to be heavy and 
destructive, because often sick fathers and mothers 
become bedridden due to the lack of drugs and treat- 
ment, and this has bad effects on the education and 
training of their children. The lack of the necessary 
antibiotics for surgical patients disrupts their post- 
Operative treatment and at the same time this makes 
them sicker and keeps them out of the labor market 
during this period. 


One of the subjects being discussed by the people in Iran 
is that if I had found this treatment or this capsule or this 
pill, my child, my mother, my father, etc., would now be 
alive. 


Dependents and those close to some of the patients told 
the reporters: The most painful experience is when the 
needed medicine turns up on Naser Khosrow Street after 
they spend a long time running around getting negative 
answers from private and government pharmacies, but it 
is SO expensive that they do not have the money to buy it. 


The reporters write that one of the worries of the people 
in Iran is that even minor illnesses or routine surgeries 
are not treated due to the unavailability of antibiotics 
and then there are subsequent complications. 


They also wrote: God forbid that in today’s Iran 
someone comes to need medicine and doctors. 


In any case, while the officials in charge of pharmaceu- 
tical affairs are blaming each other, the shortage of 
foreign exchange or the eight-year war with Iraq, various 
types of drugs can be found on the Naser Khosraw Street 
black market, at enormous prices of course, which 
everyone cannot obtain. Most important of all, these 
drugs are often old and their expiration dates have 
passed. 


The people are asking, why didn’t Iran have problems 
with drugs in the past? If a drug was not available in the 
local pharmacy, it could be obtained elsewhere. 


Corruption in Iran’s pharmaceutical environment is so 
deep that one must now pay 1,500 tomans on the black 
market even to get a lowly serum. 


The government pharmacies, like the Red Crescent 
pharmacies, which are authorized to import drugs 
directly from abroad, cannot even fill ordinary prescrip- 
tions, and the officials in these pharmacies have become 
accustomed to merely saying we don’t have it or giving a 
negative answer to their customers. 
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Patients and their friends and family line up in front of 
the few government pharmacies at four in the morning to 
get medicine, and they cannot even obtain common 
drugs. 


The people are usually so upset that they shout, don’t 
you get money for drugs? You don’t give them away free. 
So why don’t you have the medicine? A number of the 
people seen standing in line at the government pharma- 
cies come from the municipalities, and some of them 
have come to Tehran from distant places in the hope of 
finding the drugs they need. 


The reporters wrote: All the people standing in line at the 
government pharmacies are unhappy, angry and fed up, 
because their patient’s life depends on the drug they have 
been sent to find. 


Recently a father brought his child 650 km to the capital 
for treatment, but because insulin could not be found at 
the hospital or elsewhere, he lost his child. At that time 
the suffering father said in a telephone call to the Tehran 
press: A hard-to-treat disease did not kill his child, it was 
the lack of drugs that took his life. This tragedy reached 
its peak when the father went back to the village where 
he lived without his child’s body, because the hospital 
would only give him his child’s body if he paid the 
300,000-toman cost of hospitalizing him. This man told 
the hospital officials to come and take the rugs under his 
feet, because he had nothing else in life, but to give back 
the body of his son. 


Several well-known physicians in Iran, who have no 
medical specialization and work only in university hos- 
pitals, say that the shortage of foreign exchange is only 
one of the factors in the disorderly drug situation. In the 
view of these physicians, the main problems are the bad 
management and inefficiency of the organizations 
responsible for the nation’s health care, treatment and 
medicine. They said: Everywhere in the world, pharma- 
ceutical affairs are controlled by an organization, which 
carefully supervises the quality and consumption of 
drugs. The experts and researchers who work in these 
organizations study the quality and yield of the drugs, as 
well as their side effects. After a period of time some 
drugs, for various reasons, are taken out of circulation 
and replacements are found for them. In Iran, however, 
drugs are still recommended, which have been discon- 
tinued for years and which have been forbidden for 
patient use because they have side effects or are deadly. 
For example: Dr. Khodadust, who is a world-famous 
ophthalmologist and who comes to Iran once a year to 
treat patients, announced the last time he was in Iran: 
The eyedrops being used in Iran are completely non- 
standard. However, the Ministry of Health Care and 
Treatment, with ill-considered reactions with no scien- 
tific or logical content, rejected this physician’s opinion. 


Dr. Mohammad Ja’far Hashemi, a coronary surgeon, Dr. 
Mas’ud Mohagegqi and Dr. Mohammad Hoseyn Farnush 
believe that a number of abolished drugs as well as tens 
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of kinds of vitamins which have nothing for the con- 
sumer and contain several times the vitamins needed by 
healthy people, are still recommended in Iran, and the 
consumption of many drugs is not justifiable on any 
logical, scientific basis. 


These physicians expressed surprise at the failure to 
import new and effective drugs to treat depression, 
nervous anxiety, and advanced drugs to treat blood 
cholesterol. They say they do not know why, instead of 
those, drugs are still recommended in Iran whose 
harmful effects have been shown over the years and 
whose consumption has been prohibited in most coun- 
tries. These and many other instances show that the 
nation’s pharmaceutical officials do not have enough 
knowledge and information about their field, and that 
they do not know about the latest pharmacological 
research. 


Birth Certificates Obtainable Through Family 
Members 


93LA02371 London KEYHAN in Persian 2 Sep 93 p 3 


[Text] Immediate family members of Iranians living 
Outside the country may obtain identification cards for 
them inside the country. 


The National Regisiry Organization announced: Ira- 
nians living outside the country who have not yet 
obtained their identification cards may apply for the new 
identification cards ‘hrough their immediate family 
members (father, mother, wife, child) by submitting the 
necessary documents. 


The deadline to apply for the identification card is the 
end of Dey [20 January 1994], and after that those who 
have not obtained the new identification card will be 
subject to the Identification Card Violations and Crimes 
Law approved by the Interests Discernment Council. 


We note that the deputy foreign minister for legal and 
consular affairs recently announced: All those who have 
had problems obtaining an Iranian visa because of 
leaving the country illegally, seeking asylum or obtaining 
a visa from a foreign country may henceforth obtain an 
Iranian visa and return to the country by reporting to the 
embassies and consulates of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


Reconstruction, Service, Health Projects Detailed 
93LA0239M Tehran SALAM in Persian I Sep 93 p 15 


[Text] Provincial City Service. In the continuation of 
ceremonies honoring Government Week, dozens of other 
developmental, health, and service projects were inaugu- 
rated and put into operation. 


Tabriz. In the villages of Eastern Azarbaijan, 85 devel- 
opmental projects were put into operation. 


With their operation, 80,000 rural families benefitted 
from these projects, which cost 10,209,970,000 rials 
[Rls]. 
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Faridunshahr. Payam-e Nur University was inaugurated 
in the tribal region of Faridunshahr. This university 
began its work with the admission of 65 students tem- 
porarily in the Tribal Affairs Building of this city. 


Rudan, Hormozgan. With the spending of Rls!50 mil- 
lion, the new building of the Department of Commerce 
of the city of Rudan was put into operation. 


Abadan. The Ice Production Factory of Arvand Kenar 
District, a suburb of Abadan, was put into operation 
after 13 years of closure. This factory, more than 50 
percent of which was damaged in the imposed war, was 
reconstructed at a cost of Ris50 million by the Recon- 
struction Headquarters of the Province of Khuzestan. 


Ahvaz. The Communication Offices of the Village of 
Eslamabad and the Village of Armash were put into 
operation with funds amounting to Ris! 70 million. 


Ahvaz. The Communication Office of the Village of 
Dehkadeh, a suburb of Ahvaz, was inaugurated and put 
into operation. 


Abadan. Two industries, stone cutting and detergent 
production, at a cost of Rls!.2 billion, were inaugurated 
in the industrial township of Abadan. 


Hamadan. At a cost of more than Rls12 billion, the 
operations of 11 production and industrial units started 
in the province of Hamadan. 


Najafabad. Two production projects and a water project, 
including the lumber industries connected to the Rural 
Industries Committee of the Construction Jihad and the 
Flour Factory in the industrial area of Masineh, were put 
into operation with the aid of the Rural Resources Unit 
of the Construction Jihad of Najafabad. 


Rasht. Six production units, with Rls4 billion in invest- 
ments, were put into operation in Gilan. 


With the operation of these production units, 166 of the 
unemployed people of Gilan were absorbed in the job 
market. 


Lordegan. A Rural Services Complex, with the goal of 
supporting the needy families, was put into operation in 
the village of Malkhalifeh in Lordegan of Lorestan. 


This center was built at a cost of Rls81 million. 


Rudbar. The new Fatemeh Zahra Health and Treatment 
Center of the City of Majil was put into operation on the 
last day of Government Week. 


The Rls350-million cost was provided and paid by the 
Spare Parts Sellers Guild of Ekbatan Street in Tehran. 


Zarrinshahr. The loop bridge of Zarrinshahr, built over 
the Zayandehrud River, was put into operation on 
Monday. 


In building this bridge, Rls400 million were spent. 
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Hamadan. Spending Rls200 million from the Hadi 
Project Operations Fund, the improvement of the village 
of Farasfaj, a suburb of the city, was completed and put 
into operation by the Housing Foundation of the Islamic 
Revolution of the Province of Hamadan. 


The cost of the implementation of this project, which is 
Rls179.6 million, was provided from government funds. 


This report also indicates that the operation of the Hadi 
Project and the improvement of the Village of Dastjerd 
and the improvement of the roads of the village of 
Akhlagabad, a suburb of the city of Kabudar Ahang, are 
slated. 


Ardal. In ceremonies in the presence of the officials of 
the province, the Communication Office of the Village 
of Bajgiran, a suburb of the city of Ardal, was inaugu- 
rated and put into operation. This communications 
project cost Rls!00 million, which was provided from 
the Communications Company funds. 


Bankrupt Factory Shut Down, 500 Unemployed 
93LA0237K London KEYHAN in Persian 9 Sep 93 p 3 


[Text] The Biomax factory in Kermanshah has been shut 
down due to bankruptcy. The 500 workers at this factory 
have not been paid for |! months. In confirming this 
report, one of the factory’s shareholders said that the 
factory went bankrupt because its goods did not sell and 
is now closed. This factory made plastic materials for 
insulating gas and oil pipes and to cover rooftops. One 
reason the factory’s goods did not sell was its inability to 
compete with comparable foreign products whose 


_ importation has recently been deregulated. 


The governor-general of Esfahan blamed the factory’s 
bankruptcy on the oil company. According to him, 
instead of buying this factory’s products, the oil com- 
pany is importing the materials it needs directly from 
abroad. To build this factory in Kermanshah, the private 
sector invested 60 million tomans. 


Sole Insulation Production Factory Becomes 
Bankrupt 


93LA0239B Tehran SALAM in Persian 31 Aug 93 p 2 


[Text] Kermanshah. IRNA. The Bitumaks factory in 
Kermanshah, which has not been able to pay the salaries 
of its workers for 11 months, apparently because it has 
been unable to sell its products, has gone bankrupt. 


A number of the workers of the Kermanshah Center 
have sent to this center a copy of their complaint about 
Bitumaks, which they have submitted to the officials of 
Kermanshah Province. 


The above-mentioned workers say: Despite eight years 
of employment, for 11 months the general manager of 
the Bitumaks Company has refused to pay the workers 
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their salaries and New Year bonuses and has also failed 
to pay their insurance premiums to the Social Security 
Organization. 


The workers of the Bitumaks Company, which produces 
various kinds of primer, mastic, and enamel, also said: 
Under this bad financial situation, the Social Security 
Organization of Kermanshah also refuses to issue and 
extend the validity of their treatment booklets. 


Kiani, one of the shareholders of the Bitumaks Company 
in Kermanshah, verifying the statements of workers of 
this company, said: Because it has been unable to sell its 
products, which are used for insulation of natural gas 
and heating oil pipes and building roofs, the Bitumaks 
Factory has gone bankrupt and is now closed. 


He mentioned the reason for the failure of the products 
of the Bitumaks Company, which according to experts 
are of a better quality than their foreign counterparts, to 
sell as the import of Western primers, mastic, and 
enamel. 


He said: If its problems are resolved, this factory is able 
to employ 500 workers in three shifts and prevent the 
exit of $1 billion annually. 


Kiani added: Despite the fact that we have informed the 
related officials about the problems of the company, 
unfortunately, they have taken no steps in this regard. 


Reza’i, the director general of industries of the Kerman- 
shah Province, also said concerning the problems of this 
company: Considering that the products of this factory 
can be used in insulating oil and natural gas pipes, the 
solution is for the Ministry of Petroleum to replace the 
competing products that are imported from other coun- 
tries with the products of this country. 


He added: Another reason for the products of this 
factory not being sold is that the people are unfamiliar 
with the products. In this connection, advertising and 
marketing are necessary. 


On the other hand, the Social Security Organization of 
the province of Kermanshah announced the problems of 
the employees of this factory as the failure to deliver the 
salary payment list for the past 18 months. 


The Bitumaks Factory of Kermanshah, which is built 20 
km from the city, is the only producer of insulation 
materials in Iran, and 600 million rials from the private 
sector was spent on building it. 


The Bitumaks Factory of Kermanshah dismissed 26 of 
its workers last year because of the recession in the sale 
of its products. 


Plans for Projects Across Sistan, Baluchestan 
Completed 


93LA02400 Tehran SALAM in Persian 6 Sep 93 p 15 


[Text] Zahedan—IRNA. Work has been completed on 
62 surveying projects on 160,000 hectares of land in the 
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province of Sistan va Baluchestan by this province’s 
regional water organization. 


Engineer Fahimi, executive director of the province of 
Sistan va Baluchestan Regional Water Organization, 
said in announcing the above: These maps were prepared 
over a year and a half on scales of 1/500, 1/1000 and 
1/5000, yet under normal conditions it would take four 
and one-half years to complete the work of developing 
this many projects. 


He added: The completion of the 62 surveying projects, 
costing a combined total of 400 million rials{RIs], is 
important for the implementation of projects to procure 
agricultural and drinking water in the province of Sistan 
va Baluchestan. 


Engineer Fahimi said: To expedite the construction of 
concrete canals in the Sistan area, construction has been 
completed on the Zabol half-pipe plant, which will be 
ready to go into operation late in the month of Shahrivar 
[22 August-22 September] this year. 


He added: At this factory, which so far has cost Ris2 
billion, 200 meters of cement haif-pipes will be produced 
per day in 230- to 1,000-mm sizes in five-meter sections. 


He added: The products of this plant, which will be 
effective in increasing the efficiency of irrigation and 
reducing water waste, will be used by the residents of 
Zabol to build concrete canals in water runoff areas. 


In conclusion he discussed delivering water to the city of 
Zahedan. He said: Documents on the bidding to create 
storage facilities for the Zahedan Water Delivery Project 
from the Zabol haif-well sweet water storage tanks have 
been prepared and it is hoped that in the second half of 
the current year [23 September 1993-20 September 
1994], implementation of this project, which will take 
four years, will begin. 


Large Nonprofit University To Open Soon in 
Kashan 


93LA0239D Tehran SALAM in Persian 31 Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] Kashan. SALAM Correspondent. The deputy of 
the people of Kashan in the Majles, in a meeting of the 
Administrative Council of the City of Kashan, referred 
to solutions to the problems of water and housing in 
Kashan and said: Soon a large nonprofit university will 
be established in Kashan with a capacity for 10,000 
students. 


Continuing this meeting, the director of the Office of 
Communications of Kashan referred to the change in the 
communications system of Kashan from electronic to 
digital and said: With this change, a large part of the 
communications problems of the city will be resolved. 
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Tehran’s Telephone Number Prefixes Changing 
93LA0239F Tehran SALAM in Persian 31 Aug 93 p 3 


[Text] The telephone number prefixes of 59 and 569 in 
District 5 of Greater Tehran will change to 500. 


According to the public relations office of the Ministry of 
Post, Telegraph, and Telephone, in order to change the 
cables, from yesterday morning (Monday) disruptions 
have been expected in the telephone communications of 
customers on North Shahid Raja’i Street. 


Also, from the morning of Wednesday, 10 Shahrivar [1 
Sep] this year, for 24 hours there will be disruptions in 
the telephone communications of the western side of 13 
Aban Street. 


Of course, after the end of this period, telephone com- 
munications will return to normal. 


Mazandaran Telephones Increased to 250,000 
93LA0240H Tehran SALAM in Persian 2 Sep 93 p 11 


[Text] Sari—SALAM correspondent. By the end of the 
First Five-Year Plan, the number of telephones in 
Mazandaran will reach 250,000. 


Engineer Yusefi, general manager of communications 
for the province of Mazandaran, explained the above at 
a press conference. He said: The number of installed 
operating telephones before the beginning of the First 
Five-Year Plan was 110,000, and this figure has now 
increased to 198,000. 


Likewise, the number of telephone centers in the prov- 
ince has increased from 60 to 98, and by the end of the 
year 1372 [20 March 1994] there will be 118 high- 
capacity and low-capacity centers. He discussed the 
telephone development projects in the cities. He added: 
During the Five-Year Plan development projects have 
been carried in all the cities and points in the province 
except the municipality of Qa’emshahr. During that time 
128 km of channel cable has been laid, 403 km of aerial 
cable and 877 km of underground cable has been 
installed, 37 km of channels have been dug, and 377 
ponds have been built, and following that, by the year 
1372 [21 March 1993-20 March 1994] the 4,886 chan- 
nels existing in the year 1367 [21 March 1988-20 March 
1989] had increased to 10,881 channels. 


Continuing, the Mazandaran general manager of com- 
munications added: So far through rural and communi- 
cations self-help programs, 397 rural telephone systems 
have been installed, bringing telephone service to 1,015 
villages. Right now 105 rural development projects are 
also under construction, and it is hoped that they will go 
into operation by the end of the First Five-Year Plan. 


The Mazandaran general manager of communications 
also said: The project to increase the microwave chan- 
nels is being carried out in three phases, Phase | with 
5,760 channels, Phase 2 with 9,600 channels, and Phase 
3 with 13,440 channels in 105 telephone stations. 
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Already in the western part of the province this project is 
100 percent operational and 80 percent of the work has 
also been done in the eastern part of the province. 


He added: With the operation of PC centers in the cities 
of Chalus, Babol, Sari and Gorgan, the problem of traffic 
on the telephone lines in the province will be forever 
solved. 


First All-Girl Basij Camp Opened in Ramsar 
93LA02401 Tehran SALAM in Persian 2 Sep 93 p 11 


[Text] The first national basij camp for the nation’s girl 
students in memory of the Basiji artist Martyr Seyyed 
Morteza Avini was opened with a proclamation from 
Mr. Hashemi-Rafsanjani at Camp Mirza Kuchek Khan 
in Ramsar. 


On the first day of this camp, Ms. Shahla Habibi, 
consultant to the president of the republic for women’s 
affairs, read the proclamation from Mr. Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani as follows: Basiji students, the hope of the 
Islamic revolution, this splendid gathering is considered 
a suitable place for the practical clarification of the 
Almighty and the values of basiji culture and thought, 
which will help you make worthy use of your precious 
lives for service to God and attaining human perfection. 


The choice of the slogan faith, pen and courage for this 
gathering will keep alive the memory of the sacrifice and 
giving of student basijis. 


The designation of the anniversary of the martyrdom 
of the 13-year-old basiji Martyr Mohammad Hoseyn 
Fahmideh as Student Basiji Day in the schools is a 
worthy choice, which will forever keep the memory 
and aspirations of that martyr before the revolution’s 
next generation. 


My children, you must act following the clear path of the 
martyrs, and equipped with the two powerful wings of 
knowledge and piety in such a way that in view of the 
cultural thirst of the people of the current age you will be 
able to be models of great and admirable human beings 
for youth seeking truth throughout the world, and you 
must show them the path of good living and salvation 
from depravity and corruption. 


In order to carry out the important mission you have, 
you must try to be guides for the lost and disoriented 
people of the current age by building your spirits and 
bodies. 


I ask Almighty God to grant more success every day to 
you and those working in the student basij movement. 


At this camp, which will continue for a week starting 
Thursday at Camp Mirza Kuchek Khan in Ramsar, 
1,200 girl basijis from across the country took part. 
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Literacy Rate in Darrehshahr Declared 83 Percent 
93LA0240J Tehran SALAM in Persian 6 Sep 93 p 2 


[Text] Darrehshahr—IRNA. According to the official 
in charge of the Darrehshahr literacy crusade, the 
literacy rate in this municipality has now reached 83 
percent, while that figure was below 27 percent before 
the revolution. 


Last Saturday Daryush Kalantar gave an interview to 
IRNA’s correspondent. He said: Through the effort and 
concern of teaching assistants and the newly literate in 
this municipality, literacy has risen to 10 percent above 
the national average. 


He said: Since the establishment of the literacy crusade 
in the municipality of Darrehshahr, more than 33,455 
people have been given literacy training classes, all of 
whom have earned remedial and fifth-grade adult ele- 
mentary credentials and higher. 


He said that at the beginning of the Islamic revolution 
40,000 people in this municipality were illiterate. He 
added: About 6,545 illiterates have now been identified 
in the rural areas, and in the first half of the current year 
[20 March 1993-22 September 1993] 300 of them have 
been included in the programs of this municipality’s 
literacy crusade. 


In the second half of the current year [23 September 
1993-20 March 1994] this figure will reach 900. 


Continuing, the official in charge of the literacy crusade 
in the municipality of Darrehshahr noted: Among the 
newly literate in this municipality, 67 people are now 
studying in rahnema’i and middle-school classes. Four 
others have gone on to centers for higher education and 
teacher training. 


The municipality of Darrehshahr has a population of 
100,000. It is located 135 km southeast of Ilam, and due 
to the lack of suitable roads, it is considered to be one of 
the deprived areas in the province of Ilam. 


Domestic, Overseas Airplane Ticket Prices Up 


93LA0227D Tehran KEYHAN-E HAVA’ in Persian 11 
Aug 93 p 11 


[Text] Tehran—IRNA—14 Mordad [5 August]. Based 
on a measure enacted by the Economic Council, no later 
than | Mehr [23 July] this year, concurrent with the 
increase in the prices for tickets to flights abroad, the 
airport taxes collected from passengers will decrease. 


Mohammad Bani-Najarian, deputy minister of roads 
and transportation and chief of the national aircraft 
Organization, gave a press conference in which he 
announced the above. He said: No later than | Mehr this 
year the airport taxes collected from passengers going 
abroad will be reduced from 200,000 rials to 70,000 
rials. 
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He predicted that as of this date the ticket prices for the 
HOMA [Iran National Airlines] and Asman airline 
companies will increase 30 percent and 46 percent, 
respectively. 


Najarian explained: The government now pays huge 
subsidies to transport 7 million passengers per year, 
while with this increase in prices, 50 percent subsidies 
will continue to be paid. 


According to this official, the ticket prices for the HOMA 
and Asman airline companies tickcts are lower than 
those of the Mahan-e Kerman and Kish airline compa- 
nies, which are private. 


Concerning the development and expansion of airports 
in the country, he said: Despite the fact that the procure- 
ment of credit is one of the problems with the develop- 
ment of airports, at the same time the airports at Shahr-e 
Kord, Yasuj, Zanjan, and Arak have been equipped and 
will go into operation within the next three years. 


The deputy minister of roads and transportation dis- 
cussed the progress of construction operations at Emam 
Khomeyni Airport in Tehran. He said: Currently the 
flight auxiliary areas such as runways, taxi ‘V’s, aircraft 
parking areas, connective roads, and the control tower 
building have progressed 33 to 72 percent, and this 
process is continuing. 


Najarian added: If credits are procured, it will go into 
operation by the year 1377 [21 March 1998-20 March 
1999}. 


Maximum Delivery Time for Mail Declared 
93LA0240L Tehran SALAM in Persian 6 Sep 93 p 3 


[Text] The project to reform work procedures in the 
Postal Company of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been 
approved by the Supreme Administrative Council. 


This project was approved during Saturday’s meeting of 
this council, chaired by Mr. Hashemi-Rafsanjani, presi- 
dent of the republic. It was proposed by the National 
Administrative and Employment Affairs Organization 
for the purpose of facilitating and expediting the affairs 
of the people and the government organizations and to 
prevent the people from going to the government offices 
repeatedly. 


Based on the aforementioned project, the Ministry of 
Post, Telegraph and Telephone was required to deliver 
ordinary mail and registered urban mail no more than 36 
hours after the time the mailboxes are emptied and the 
post office mail is collected, and express mail and urban 
registered express mail in no more than 30 hours in the 
cities of Tehran, Mashhad, Esfahan, Tabriz, Shiraz, 
Ahvaz, Kermanshah, Qom, Urmia, Rasht, and Ardebil. 
In the nation’s other cities the maximum delivery times 
are 24 hours and 20 hours, respectively. 


Likewise, between the province centers the maximum 
delivery time for interurban ordinary mail and registered 
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mail is 60 hours, and it is 54 hours for interurban express 
mail and registered express mail. In other parts of the 
country the maximum delivery times are 84 and 78 
hours, respectively. The maximum delivery time for 
urban priority mail is 10 hours, and 22 hours for 
interurban priority mail. The maximum time is 26 hours 
for priority mail between provincial centers, and in other 
parts of the country it is 26 hours. Postal telephone 
services will be performed no more than one hour after 
the request is received. 


The Public Relations Office also reports that the presi- 
dent of the republic has required the Ministry of Post, 
Telegraph and Telephone to prepare a schedule for mail 
box pickup times and for the collection of postal mail on 
the hour and to announce it to the public by posting the 
exact times for pickup on the letter boxes, to designate 
the pickup times at the post offices and postal units, to 
increase the number of mail boxes to one for every 1,500 
people, to expand the post offices and postal units in the 
government offices and places with heavy traffic for joint 
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use by the government organizations and the people and 
also to prepare a schedule for providing the services of 
government organizations to the people through all the 
nation’s postal units. 


According to a measure enacted by the Supreme Admin- 
istrative Council, the aforementioned ministry was 
required to analyze the equipment and operation of the 
existing mechanized centers and the transactions made 
throughout the country, to build the number of new 
centers shown in the Nation’s Second Five-Year Eco- 
nomic, Social and Cultural Development Plan and to 
implement a 10-figure geographic code system, which 
will provide a special location code for each residential, 
commercial and government unit in the country. 


As this session continued all government units were 
required to make use of the services of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Postal Company, if it meets all the 
requirements of this measure. 
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